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emergency order. “This will facilitate the
clinical checking of that new order against
the First DataBa nk clinical drug database.
so that problems with drug allergies, drug-
dosage issues and drug interactions can be
detected prior to drug administration—even
though the order has not been reviewed by

a pharmacist,” Mr. Vrabel said.

Software for TPN Calculation |

Launched _
Baxa Corporation unveiled its new Abacus
software, a Microsoft Windows-based program

for order entry and total parenteral nutrition

(TPN) calculation. According to the company,

the product was designed by health-system
‘phamacists to ensure safety and reduce the
opportunity for user errors in the prescribing, cal-
culating and mixing of parenteral nutrition solu-
tions. The software will be released during the
first quarter of 2004.

The Abacus software for TPN calculation.

“Abacus offers built-in safety features and
user customization unavailable in any other
software package,” said Ed Apodaca, -
Market Manager at Baxa. These features
include bar-coded formula labels and alu-
minum content tracking for compounding
safety; graphical calcium—phusbhnrus
curves and customizable warning limits to.
prevent order and mixing errors; and exten-
sive reporting tools to support pharmacy
tracking and decision making.

The program allows staff to enter a physi-
cian order and then hold the arder, so that it
may undergo a final check by a pharmacist. It
also double-checks physician orders and
allows pharmacists 0 enter customized
warnings. Abacus can be customized 10
match up with the specific proced and
forms used in any. hospital. S

Abacus is available as a stand-alone cal-
culation tool (Abacus CE), in @ single-user
edition (Abacus SE) and a multiuser edition
(Abacus ME). The program can | ed
with any of the Baxa line of automated
‘compounders. B '

Automation System Pays
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