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WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT CAR THEFT TODAY & HOW TO PROTECT YOUR VEHICLE

If you’re like most of us, you want to protect those you love and the things you care about. Because your vehicle plays such a vital role in your life, an auto thief can rob you of much more than just a vehicle.

Having your car stolen can mean missing work, school, or important appointments – even losing income. Without proper protection, your vehicle – as well as your daily routine – is at risk. With vehicle theft on the rise, protecting your property is now more critical than ever. That’s the bad news. The good news is that there is something you can do to keep your car safe.

But, many of you aren’t. There are many misconceptions about who auto thieves are and what it really takes to protect your vehicle. That’s why we produced this report to increase consumer awareness and modify the behavior related to vehicle theft.

A little knowledge can go a long way to ensuring that your vehicle remains just that – your vehicle – safe, secure, and in your hands. So, let’s get started... and let’s work together to stop car thieves in their tracks.

Car theft is a highly profitable and low-risk industry that has become a very serious problem in US today, according to Security Expert Chuck Whigham, Owner of GetRAVELCO™ Anti-Theft, LLC, a company that sells an automotive anti-theft device that has NEVER been outsmarted! Now available in Tri-State Area and surrounding regions.

The average time required by a professional car thief to illegally enter a car, disarm its security system, and start the engine generally varies between 45 and 90 seconds. 

FBI statistics show that the rate of car theft is significantly higher than a decade ago. Auto theft is a staggering cost to the public in terms of lost property and is a very real concern for government officials, law enforcement and most importantly, victims of vehicle theft. The cost of this growing problem is $8-9 billion dollars annually. 

For Americans, our vehicle is the primary mode of transportation. The emotional and financial toll combined with the inconvenience makes the cost very high for those who’ve had their vehicle stolen.

Since theft is committed by professionals, the FBI notes that preventing vehicle theft in the first place is critical.

In fact, a car or truck is stolen in the United States every 27 seconds. "Over 1,500,000 Vehicles Were Stolen Last Year!” says Whigham. 

Top 3 Areas with Highest Risk for Vehicle Theft

FBI reports indicate that more than three out of four vehicles are stolen at the locations mentioned below, which is where vehicles are most commonly parked. More than one half of thefts take place in areas where vehicles are parked without attendants.

• Home

• Parking lot or garage

• Road or alley

"While tracking and vehicle recovery devices have helped to nudge the rate of recovery of stolen vehicles. Most of the vehicles that were not recovered, were not here to be recovered", explains Whigham. "The decline in the recovery rate can be attributed to the proliferation of organized vehicle theft over the past five years". 

"Auto theft for joy riding has now taken the back seat to auto theft as a part of organized crime, which racked up hundreds of millions of dollars of profits in the US and abroad last year. Organized criminal groups make a profit by exporting stolen vehicles to foreign countries, or selling their parts in whole or in part for reconstructed vehicles being resold through ads in local media". 

KNOW WHO YOU'RE BUYING FROM 

These organized groups also are in the business of providing new Vehicle Identification Numbers (VIN) for stolen cars, making it easier to sell them in the US and abroad. A VIN is 17-character code at the bottom left corner of a vehicle’s front windshield, which identifies a vehicle’s characteristics, such as its make, model, and color, and it is unique to each vehicle.

Some common ways that thieves can obtain a VIN is from vehicles stolen in another province, or by acquiring it from a wrecked vehicle. Last year alone, Police identified thousands of vehicles in the US that had been re-VINed. 

As a result of this growing trend, Whigham warns the public to be wary of who they purchase a vehicle from. He recommends buying from a certified automobile dealer such as a member of the US Automobile Dealers Association, or someone who they know personally.

CAUTIOUS OF CLASSIFIED ADS 

"Be cautious of classified advertisements in newspapers or other publications because they are used as a platform by thieves to sell stolen vehicles to unsuspecting customers". 

To ensure the used vehicle you intend to buy is not stolen, Whigham encourages you to research its VIN before you buy the car. 

This can be done by visiting the National Insurance Crime Bureau (NICB) website at www.nicb.org and search the history of a VIN, which may tell you about any theft and salvage of the vehicle. 

Whigham also recommends asking the seller where they had their vehicle serviced, and going to that service station to inquire about the vehicle. You should ask whether it has qualified for a warranty, and express concern if it has not. 

While you should be careful about who you buy your vehicle from, once you do buy a vehicle you should also be careful about protecting it from theft, or else it will be just another statistic. 

The most recent report from the National Insurance Crime Bureau (NICB) states “the New York and New Jersey metropolitan areas are among the highest theft rates in the country.” 

“Cars are stolen intentionally, not accidentally. Theft of cars cost American consumers billions in insurance claims for unrecovered vehicles, and components stolen from vehicles each year. Car theft constitutes a significant economic loss to society,” says Whigham.
Mere numbers, of course, cannot begin to address the many other consequences of car theft: the emotional upset of victims, the hours of wasted time, the loss of irreplaceable personal belongings, and the other crimes that are often committed with stolen vehicles.

BACKGROUND

There are many kinds of automobile theft prevention devices on the market today, but just how effective are they? Which ones truly perform as intended and prevent vehicles from being stolen? Which devices keep vehicles in their rightful owner’s hands and help to reduce losses due to auto theft claims that costs the American insurance industry billions annually?
These are some of the questions facing insurers, who are being asked to provide premium discounts to their customers for a wide variety of devices available, all claiming to prevent auto theft.

All vehicle owners share in the cost of professional auto theft. The $8-9 billion insurance companies pay each year for stolen and theft-damaged cars is reflected in the premiums you pay.
Now you can help prevent these losses by having your vehicle equipped with an electronic engine immobilizer.

After extensive research, the National Insurance Crime Bureau (NICB) determined that electronic engine immobilizers are the most effective means of automobile theft deterrence. Immobilizers are electronic security devices that are integrated into the vehicle’s circuitry and engine management system.

Immobilizers work by automatically, or passively, interrupting the power to multiple electronic circuits, usually the starter motor, ignition and fuel pump circuits when the specially coded key is removed from the ignition switch, or the vehicle is shut off.

These keys typically employ a transponder or resistor embedded in the head of the key to communicate the code to the engine management system.

Only if the correctly coded key, or other coded element is used and recognized by the system, will the circuits be enabled, allowing the car to start.

If the correct code is not recognized by the system, or some other means is attempted to start the vehicle such as hotwiring or breaking the ignition lock cylinder, the system will remain armed and prevent the car from being started.

The advantages of immobilizers over other theft deterrent devices

The main advantages of immobilizers, over other theft deterrent strategies such as mechanical locks and barriers, alarms, tracking systems, VIN & parts etching is that:

Immobilizers prevent the vehicle from being started and driven away. 

Immobilizers are installed once, either at the factory when the vehicle is being assembled, or by an after market installer. 

Immobilizers provide protection for the life of the vehicle. 

Immobilizers provide theft protection in all geographic localities, under all kinds of conditions. 

Immobilizers are passively activated and do not require any special action on the part of the driver to protect the vehicle. 

Immobilizers do not require monthly fees, or monitoring, and are not dependent on a monitoring infrastructure being in place in order to function. 

Immobilizers will continue to provide theft protection for the vehicle, even if the device’s manufacturer goes out of business. 

Immobilizers are practical and affordable for all kinds of motor vehicles, not just high-risk luxury cars. 

Other car security devices such as steering wheel locks, alarms, tracking systems and parts marking, combined with an immobilizer provide additional layers of protection, but an engine immobilizer should always be considered the minimum level of security at the core of any vehicle theft deterrent system.

These other means cannot be relied upon as the sole means of theft protection. Rather than recovering a vehicle after it has been stolen, immobilizers offer a proactive means of preventing vehicle theft in the first place.

NOT ALL IMMOBILIZERS ARE CREATED EQUAL

Not all immobilizer systems are equally effective. 

It has been proven, that vehicles equipped with high quality immobilizer systems reduce the frequency, and cost, of auto theft.

The NICB recommends “Layered Protection” to prevent auto-theft. The four layers NICB recommends are (1) Common Sense; (2) the Warning Device; (3) the Immobilizing Device; and (4) the Tracking Device.

First, there is “Common Sense”: simple actions such as removing your keys from the vehicle, closing all windows, and locking all doors.

Second, the “Warning Device” can be either visible or audible. Some examples include alarms, steering wheel locks, brake locks, decals, window etching, and ID markers in or on the vehicle. “ID numbers and etching are used to assist law enforcement officers in the recovery of stolen vehicles.”

Third, there are “Immobilizing Devices.” NICB states that these devices are “designed to prevent thieves from bypassing your ignition and hot-wiring your vehicle.”  Last, there are “Tracking and Vehicle Recovery Devices” which emits a signal that can be tracked after you have reported your vehicle stolen... "After the Fact!"

Chuck Whigham, Owner of GetRAVELCO™ Anti-Theft, LLC, a company that sells an auto anti-theft device, suggests, “You should research your alternatives carefully when looking for ways to protect your automobile from theft. Layers 1 and 2 may deter joy riders, but will not protect it from someone really determined to steal your vehicle. 

Look for a well-designed layer-three device, such as the RAVELCO™ Anti-Theft Device. A good layer three device will deter and foil even a professional thief and should eliminate the need for layer four.”

Of ALL immobilizer systems, for over 28 years the RAVELCO™ Anti-Theft Device has set the standard and ensured the highest level of quality, durability, reliability, a Zero-Failure Rate, and most of all- a 100% success rate in preventing vehicle theft- and also assures compatibility with other vehicle systems.

BUYING A PEACE OF MIND 

In addition to these precautionary measures, Whigham also supports the use of  a Layer 3: Electronic Immobilizing Anti-Theft Device because they are a true impediment for thieves, and thus provide another level of security for vehicles.

He supports the anti theft device standard developed by the Vehicle Information Centre of Canada (VICC) and hopes to spearhead the mandate of similar standards with US automobile insurers in the near future.

Insurance companies offer a lower rate for cars equipped with anti-theft devices.

"The best prevention against auto theft is making your vehicle more difficult to steal in the first place. This is why immobilizers are the best and most cost effective," explains Whigham. 

"An immobilizer is a passive anti-theft system which cuts off the fuel, ignition, and starter of the vehicle if it is tampered with, making hot-wiring impossible".
The RAVELCO™ Anti-Theft Device is a dual-circuit interrupter that can be installed on all cars, trucks, heavy equipment, farm machinery, motor homes and powerboats.

In more than 28 years, the RAVELCO™ Anti-Theft Device, has eliminated auto theft by professionals. And for the past 17 years, it has virtually eliminated the need for vehicle recovery and tracking systems. The RAVELCO™ system the world's most foolproof anti-theft system is unlike other anti-theft systems that can be outsmarted by professionals, the RAVELCO™ system offers proven security. 

In fact, since it's launch in the United States in 1976, and with more than three million installations to date NOT ONE vehicle equipped with a properly installed RAVELCO™ system has ever been reported stolen!

The device is a removable plug that completes two full circuits on the vehicle. Without the ignition key and the unique RAVELCO™ plug, it is impossible for the vehicle to start. 

Installation takes about an hour. An armored steel cable comes from the back of the RAVELCO™, goes through the engine firewall, and into the engine compartment. All connections are made in the engine compartment and are camouflaged in and through the factory wiring. 

To set the device, simply remove the plug when the vehicle is not in operation. There are more than 100,000 possible plug configurations- an impossible obstacle for even the most persistent thief.

Because all of the engine connections are made in the plug, a thief cannot hot-wire the vehicle and there is no way of bypassing the device. To start the vehicle without the plug the thief would have to uninstall the device- an almost impossible task! 

The RAVELCO™ unit works on gasoline or diesel engines with conventional or electronic ignition. The RAVELCO™ has been made in the USA since 1976 and has been installed on more than three million cars, trucks and heavy equipment worldwide.

IT CAN NOT BE HOT-WIRED!  Don’t let your vehicle become a thief’s next victim.  Protect your vehicle from professional car thieves with the RAVELCO™ Anti-Theft Device.

With more than 3 million installations worldwide and 28 years in business- and NOT ONE vehicle EVER Stolen is the reason we know the RAVELCO™ is the best anti-theft device ever manufactured! 

You’re the ultimate judge... Check us out! We think you will like what you see! Get the RAVELCO™ Anti-Theft Device Today! Available for ALL vehicles... Foreign or Domestic... Cars and Trucks!

In summary, protecting your vehicle, which is to most their second most expensive investment is like protecting your body from frigid temperatures. You must protect your vehicle by installing 'Layers or Barriers'. 

Moreover, when you begin installing "Layers or Barriers," you make your vehicle harder to steal. Remember that spending a fortune in an effort to make your car theft-proof is not the goal. The real goal is to make your car less inviting to a thief. 

It is a FACT that NO THIEF is going to open a car/truck hood and begin searching for circuits in order to steal a vehicle- this is what a thief would have to do to defeat the RAVELCO. 

We are not just the Exclusive Distributor of the RAVELCO in the Tri-State Area and surrounding regions but we are also security experts with over 20 years of experience in the industry and we have seen what works and what doesn't! 

Just to cover the basis and make sure you have the hard facts and not the hype and misinformation you commonly receive from others- Here are 10 Facts You Need to Know About the RAVELCO and please do your own due diligence in an effort to make an informed consumer purchasing decision before buying ANY anti-theft device!

THE FACTS ARE THE FACTS...

 FACT #1 The price of the RAVELCO is right in line with the cost of the average 'Run of the Mill' automotive alarm systems which are only classified as Layer 2 Devices- 'They are ALL Starter Kill ONLY' (and 99.99% of the connections made inside the passenger compartment)... they are easily defeated in seconds! 

What's more astounding, if your vehicle has a manual transmission and equipped with a typical alarm system- all that a thief has to do is free the steering column and push start the vehicle! The security from vehicle theft provided by these types of devices is next to ZERO. 

There is simply NO COMPARISON to the level of protection from auto theft that the RAVELCO provides PERIOD! The RAVELCO has NO BELLS OR WHISTLES... JUST STREET TESTED, PERFORMANCE PROVEN AND TIME-TESTED RESULTS! 

FACT #2 The RAVELCO has an unprecedented and unparalleled track record of success- NO OTHER SECURITY DEVICES COMES. IN OVER 28 YEARS AND MORE THAN 3 MILLIONS INSTALLATIONS WORLDWIDE- NOT ONE VEHICLE HAS EVER BEEN STOLEN WITH A PROPERLY INSTALLED AND UTILIZED RAVELCO ANTI-THEFT DEVICE! No other security device manufacturer can make this claim- NOT ONE!
FACT #3 While vehicle recovery and tracking systems have helped law enforcement across the country recover stolen vehicles- they are NOT the answer to auto theft. Why? 

1. They do nothing to prevent the vehicle from being stolen in the first place! 

2. Auto theft in most metropolitan areas is considered a low priority crime and is placed in the bottom of the police dispatch cue. 

3. Today’s law enforcement officers are much to busy dealing with high priority issues such as motor vehicle accidents, drug traffic, rape, assault and battery, prostitution, homicide, armed robbery, DWI and DUTI, domestic disputes and other disturbances. 

4. The coverage and number of equipped police vehicles is not what you may be led to believe... Don't be fooled by what you may be told. Do your homework and call your local and nearby law enforcement agencies. Ask for the auto theft division and inquire as to the number of vehicle tracking equipped police cruisers in your area as well as nearby cities!

FACT #4 The RAVELCO is classified as a Layer 3 Electronically Immobilizing Anti-Theft Device. There is simply NO COMPARISON to the level of vehicle theft protection offered by the RAVELCO. Unlike other electronic immobilizing devices which have ALL of their connections made right in the passenger compartment regardless of make and are easily defeated! 

More importantly, for the past 17 years the RAVELCO has virtually eliminated the need for EXPENSIVE Layer 4 Devices [Vehicle Tracking and Recovery Systems] whether they use radio frequency transceivers or GPS (Global Positioning System). They provide ABSOLUTELY NO PROTECTION FROM AUTO THEFT at ALL and have adopted a philosophy of "If we can't stop them then let's track them". 

Furthermore, these types of devices indirectly serve to perpetuate vehicle theft and drive up insurance rates- as the thief has no real obstacles to overcome in stealing your vehicle. GPS devices are easily defeated in seconds- all that a thief has to do is break off the short visible antenna. 

What is even scarier, GPS devices like will not work through concrete walls, ceilings, and other barriers (such as underground parking garages). These devices rely on the use a satellite system, which requires an unobstructed line-of-sight between the vehicle's satellite antenna and orbiting GPS satellites. 

In our opinion, while they can be very expensive, radio frequency transceiver systems are by far the best vehicle tracking and recovery systems available on the market- at least the small radio frequency transceiver may be hidden in over 20 locations in your vehicle (not even the owner knows where it is). 

However, the biggest issue with these systems is that they are 'After the Fact' and only become useful after your vehicle has already been stolen-as reported by the Boston Police Department, the city in which the idea originated... "By the time the victim reports their vehicle stolen, (which is usually the next day) it has already been stripped and dumped. 

If the owner of the stolen vehicle is lucky, the thief will not have removed the tracking transponder while stripping the vehicle and the tracking system will lead the police to the abandoned shell of the vehicle. 

Moreover, radio frequency transceiver and similar GPS systems are not available in all areas, and they are not very practical in big cities." 

Furthermore, they are expensive (they start at about $600 up to about $1250 and more depending on what options you may add... and some even require a monthly monitoring fee and annual inspection fee. 

Even more disturbing, all most all of them require the action of several just to initiate the system: 

1. Yourself- a number to remember and a telephone call to a monitoring center.  

2. The call center operator to activate the homing signal and/or contact law enforcement (Law enforcement authorities who are equipped with the specific vehicle tracking units - in their police cruisers. The coverage and number of equipped vehicles can vary significantly from area to area. 

3. Law enforcement to begin a search to locate your vehicle. 

“Basically, the more moving parts that are involved in a process to achieve a particular result or outcome- the greater the likelihood for failure or breakdown.” 

In short, your nightmare has ONLY just begun!  

FACT #5 The RAVELCO Anti-Theft Device- unlike other anti-theft devices does not rely upon ‘stealth’ (hidden) to perform. 

More importantly, it does not emit or receive a signal in order to function, nor does it require annual inspections or monthly fees and it has had a Zero-Failure Rate since 1976. 

Even better, all connections are made within the engine compartment and it has NO MASTER PLUGS. Better yet, for your protection, it has a lifetime warranty and it requires ONLY your action and NOT that of others in order for the system to work. 

Best of all, the RAVELCO is the ONLY automotive anti-theft device that has NEVER been Outsmarted- it foils the Joyrider and EVEN the professional car thief. Now that should help you to rest easy!

FACT #6  The ONLY way to take control and rest easy is to never have your car STOLEN in the first place. Many of today's auto security manufacturers due to their inability to combat the growing problem of auto theft have been unable to stop vehicle theft and others have adopted the philosophy, 'If you can't STOP them then TRACK them!"

And some offer monetary guarantees or recommend hidden kill switches on top of their systems (these are costly at an additional $50.00 - $125.00 and are easily defeated)- this also says a lot about the confidence in the devices they manufacturer and sell! 

FACT #7 The worse aspect about most other systems is that they offer the greatest false-sense of security to the vehicle owner in that they do little or literally nothing significant to STOP vehicle theft. 

Yet, you're told that you can rest assured that their device will get protect your vehicle from theft or that you'll get your vehicle back sooner and with less damage- and that should give you peace of mind! 

With the RAVELCO, you have none of the bells or whistles... None of the hype or bull… just PERFORMANCE PROVEN, TIME-TESTED, AND STREET TESTED results PERIOD. 

We don’t know anyone whom has ever been raped or sexually assaulted that has peace of mind. Do you?  Because, that is what vehicle theft feels like… someone taking something of yours without your permission or consent. 

In short, you feel totally violated and in reality, your problems have ONLY begun! Just ask anyone whom has had their vehicle stolen.

FACT #8 For over 28 years, the RAVELCO has had a 100% success rate in preventing vehicle theft. The RAVELCO is easy to use, requires no special action, no maintenance or annual inspections, and has no monthly monitoring fees.  

“Its so simple an 80 year old or a two year old child could do it.” “No buttons to push, no codes or telephone numbers to remember, no calls to make… and the BEST thing is your car will be where you parked it!” 

FACT #9 The success rate of the RAVELCO is NOT dependent upon someone else’s actions- only yours! 

With the RAVELCO, you simply ‘Pull the Plug’ to get true vehicle security from vehicle theft.

Are you worried about your car being towed? Read on… we will help you address that problem also! (See the section ‘THE BOTTOM LINE’)

FACT #10 In order to defeat the RAVELCO- the would be thief would have to uninstall the RAVELCO to defeat it and start your vehicle (an almost impossible obstacle)... nothing is foolproof but our 100% track record of success does say an awful lot! 

We provide our customers with the BEST, most foolproof, and by far the most cost-effective automotive anti-theft device coupled with outstanding customer service. 

The RAVELCO has almost three (3) decades of street proven technology and performance incorporated into it's design, operation and function with a ZERO FAILURE RATE... No breakdowns, no customer complaints, and no tow-ins. 

Through the years, we have seen over 200 manufacturers come and go! The RAVELCO is simply the Street Smart Solution to Vehicle Theft. All that you have to do is 'Pull the Plug on Car Theft'.

THE BOTTOM LINE - Everyone at one time or another (more often than not) has heard the “chirp-chirp” sound of remote alarm systems. The NATB (National Automotive Theft Bureau) stated in a recent report that the car thieves are using scanner boxes to render these alarms useless. 

These scanner boxes disable the alarm and even unlock the doors making it simple for a thief to steal your vehicle. When these alarms are scanned, the lights of the vehicle will flash letting a thief know the car is unlocked, the alarm is off, and the vehicle is ready to be stolen- next the professional uses a Bypass Kit, a Master Key, or other high tech or conventional device!

The only real protection that appears to be working is by stopping the vehicle theft itself with some sort of ignition, fuel and starter cut off device. The better of these devices usually mount on the dash, have all its connections made in the engine compartment and have its wires camouflaged. 

A thief will not take the time to open the hood of a vehicle and start searching for circuits. These anti-theft devices are unlike alarm systems, which are connected only under the dash, and are very easy for thieves to disarm.

REDUCING THE RISK 

Since no vehicle is 100%, theft-proof and no vehicle or geographical area is immune to auto theft. 

But the more time a thief has to spend stealing your car, the greater the chance of his being caught. By making your car a tougher target, you’ll encourage that thief to move on to some other car. Maybe one belonging to somebody who didn’t read this. 

Whigham suggests the following steps be taken to reduce the risk of having your vehicle stolen: 

Common Sense is Your Best Defense

 Lock your car. 

 Take your keys. 

 Never hide a second set of keys in your car or in "hiding spots." An experienced thief knows all the hiding places. 

 Park in well-lit areas. In the driveway, park facing the street. Anyone tampering with the car can be seen more easily.  

 Park in attended lots and if you have to leave your key with an attendant, leave only the ignition and door key. 

 Never leave your car running unattended. No matter how quick the errand. Not even in your driveway.  Vehicles are commonly stolen at ATMs, convenience stores, etc. 

 A car left unattended and with the motor running is an open invitation to a thief. "Sometimes people on a cold morning warm up the car then race back inside to gather their belongings for work, then come out and find there vehicle is gone." 

 Completely close all car windows when parked. 

 Don't leave valuables in plain view. 

 Park your vehicle with wheels turned toward the curb to make it more difficult to tow. If a wrecker picks up your vehicle with your front wheels turned, your vehicle will make a circle. (Very hard to tow with your vehicle taking up two lanes.)

 If your vehicle is rear-wheel drive, back into your driveway to make towing more difficult for thieves. 

 Conversely, if your vehicle is front-wheel drive, pull forward into your driveway. 

 Always use your emergency brake when parked and leave the transmission in park. Standard transmissions should be left in gear.  

 If you have a garage, use it. And when parked in a garage, lock the garage door as well as your vehicle. 

 Never leave the registration or title in your car, unless the law requires you to do so. It only makes it easier for a thief to sell the car.

 Leave nothing with your name and address, social security number or other personal information in your vehicle. 

 Don't leave bank statements, credit card bills or other personal information in your vehicle. Thieves can use this information to access your bank and credit card accounts. 

 Make photocopies of vehicle registration, proof of insurance and other important information for other drivers in your immediate family to carry. 

 At a bare minimum, if you don't have an effective anti-theft device- Remove the electronic ignition fuse, coil wire, rotor distributor, or otherwise disable your vehicle if you are leaving it unattended for an extended period. 

 Replace "T-shaped" door locks with straight locks. 

 Stolen cars are more easily traced when Vehicle Identification Numbers (VIN) have been etched on car windows. 

 Engrave expensive accessories and major parts with your VIN or personal identification number. 

 Drop business cards, address labels or other identification inside vehicle doors. 

 Keep contents and valuables (car phones, purses, packages, etc.) out of sight. Lock them in the trunk or store them under the seat. If you can't replace it -- don't leave it in your vehicle.

 If you use the lighter receptacle for a telephone, radar unit, etc., remember to remove the item when leaving the vehicle and reinsert the lighter. Thieves look for empty receptacles. 

 Avoid storing the car in a secluded location. 

 When you park in a commercial garage, lot or valet, never leave an identification tag on your key ring and leave only the ignition key with the attendant. 

 Potential car thieves often note identification numbers printed on ignition keys. They then obtain duplicates from car dealers by posing as the car's owner and presenting the key number. You can help deter this practice by having a car dealer or locksmith punch out those numbers from your keys. Before you do this, however, record the numbers in a safe place in case you need duplicates. 

 Never attach a tag with your name and address to a key ring. If the keys are lost or stolen, the tag will lead the thief directly to your car and home. 

 Leave only the ignition key with a parking attendant. A dishonest parking lot attendant may have house keys duplicated and sell them for a profit, along with your name and address. 

 Always take parking tickets with you. Do not leave them in your car. 

 Cut back landscape and vegetation to ensure lines of sight. 

 Consider having a dog or a random guard patrol. 

 Disable any electric garage door openers. 

 Reinforce the lower parts of an overhead door. 

 Use deadbolts and extra long screws for the doorframe. 

 Remove wheels or battery if long term storage.

Investing In Vehicle Protection

 Install a proven Electronic Immobilizing Device that prevents the engine from starting and always use it.  

 If you purchase an anti-theft device demand that, it has a window sticker on both sides of the vehicle warning of the device. This helps eliminate break-in attempts.

 Hood locks prevent thieves from gaining access to your security system and battery. 

DIFFERENT TYPES OF AUTO THEFT

Vehicles may be stolen for any of a number of reasons and to further any number of purposes. Here are some of them. 

To sell the entire vehicle

One of the most common reasons to steal a car is simply to sell it again, in the same way that any stolen property is “fenced” illegally. Often thieves will take the car across state lines or even international borders. To escape detection, identification numbers may be altered or obliterated, titles and registrations forged, and the vehicle repainted. 

To sell the parts

Perhaps even more frequently, vehicles are stolen in order to obtain the parts. Selling the parts individually may bring a thief two or three times what he could get selling the vehicle whole. Gangs of car thieves will set up “chop shops” that can strip a car down to its component parts in a matter of minutes. Often these thieves work in partnership with crooked repair shops and mechanics who are eager to purchase the stolen parts at a discount. 

To obtain transportation

Sometimes a thief will steal a vehicle simply to provide transportation for himself. Typically, the thief will use the vehicle for his own purposes only for as long as he deems it safe, then abandoning or selling the vehicle before it can be traced to him. 

To trade for drugs

This increasingly alarming trend is often referred to as “cars for crack,” since that is the drug most often associated with this type of car theft. The addict will “loan” his vehicle to a crack dealer in exchange for the drug. The drug dealer, in turn, uses the vehicle to transport his drugs, or even commit other crimes, with no threat of having to forfeit his own property when caught. If the drug dealer does not return, the car or the car is seized by law enforcement; the addict reports the car as stolen to his insurance company. Should the insurance company settle the claim, the addict will usually use the money to buy more drugs. On the other hand, if the car is returned, the addict simply repeats the process. 

To go joyriding

Auto thefts by juveniles for status or thrills continues to be a major problem. Often, the stolen car is simply abandoned later, but increasingly juvenile thieves are becoming involved in “cars for crack” or are working in collusion with organized criminal operations. 

To commit other crimes

Sometimes, vehicles are stolen in order to be used in the commission of other crimes, such as drive-by shootings, burglaries and armed robberies. By using a stolen car, the criminals hope to reduce the chances that the crime will be traced back to them. 

To commit insurance fraud

This type, usually referred to as an “owner give-up,” typically involves leased vehicles with very high mileage whose turn-in costs either are high or purchased vehicles whose owners no longer desire to make the monthly payments. The owner arranges to have the vehicle stolen or abandons it in a known high-theft area (hence, the “give-up”). In some cases, the owner may simply hide the vehicle somewhere and report it stolen to the police and insurance company. To ensure that the car is a write-off, the owner may actually burn the vehicle to obtain a total loss. While initially investigated as a vehicle theft, this criminal act is also insurance fraud. 

To clone your vehicle

Nowadays, thieves can even steal your car without you knowing it! By removing your owner's registration and insurance card from your vehicle, a thief can use those documents to obtain a license plate registered to you. The thief then steals a vehicle, which is identical or similar to yours and counterfeits your vehicle's identification number (known as a VIN) onto it. The result is two vehicles with the same VIN and registration. Naturally, if the stolen vehicle is involved in an accident or used in a crime, the police will think it's yours. Clearing up the confusion can be a lengthy and annoying process. Your best bet: don't keep your registration and insurance cards, or any other pertinent vehicle information, in your vehicle. 

BUT IF YOUR CAR IS STOLEN…

If you are ever in the unfortunate situation of having your car stolen, here are the key steps to take:

Contact the police immediately to file a stolen vehicle report. The police will provide you with either a hard copy of the report or a case number that you will need for your insurance company. 

You should be prepared to provide the following information:

 Year, make, model, and color of your car 

 Your license plate number 

 VIN 

 Identifying marks such as scratches or dents, and custom add-ons such as spoilers or wheel covers

 For identification purposes, keep a current photograph of your vehicle (both inside & out).

 A list of the items inside the vehicle

 Approximate time when the car was stolen 

 Location where the car was parked 

 Names of eye witnesses, if any 

Next, contact your insurance company to file a claim within 24 hours of the time when you discovered your vehicle was stolen. Provide them with a hard copy of the police report or the case number. 

Be sure to have your policy identification number on hand. Although the claim process varies depending on the state in which you live, insurance companies usually have up to 30 days to settle a stolen vehicle claim. 

Do not do a disservice to yourself in protecting your investment with devices that DO NOT WORK! 

We all try to maintain insurance coverage on all of our investments like our homes, cars, trucks, motor homes, boats, etc. But a typical insurance policy does not cover the world of headaches or unforeseen liability that one could be faced with in the event that their vehicle is stolen! 

MORAL RESPONSIBILITY 

Whigham stresses that everyone who drives a car has a moral responsibility to protect it from being stolen. Preventing the theft of your vehicle will in turn lower the incidence of criminals fleeing police in stolen vehicles and causing unnecessary injuries or death. 

For more information on how to protect your vehicle or to request a product brochure, please call your better car dealer or contact:

GetRAVELCO™ Anti-Theft, LLC 

Toll-Free: 877.NO.BYPASS or 866.LOC.IT.UP 

Visit their website at www.ravelco.com
Contact them via email: GetRavelco@comcast.net
Powerful Proven Protection Against Auto Theft: All Devices Are NOT Created Equal. 
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