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Norway Day Festival

Fact Sheet 

During a “Marketing Norway” seminar on September 19, 1992, The Royal Norwegian Consul General, Dag Mork-Ulnes, asked the leaders of several Norwegian/American organizations what they thought of having a festival to celebrate the 150th anniversary of Edvard Greig’s birthday. This idea was met with enthusiastic approval, and that is how the Norway Day Festival came to being.

The first Norway Day Festival was held in the Conference Center of Fort Mason, San Francisco on May 9, 1993. Instead of the 300 anticipated visitor’s, a wall-to-wall crowd of 1,300 were in attendance. Due to the success of its first year, it was decided to make it an annual event.

· The Festival was created to draw attention to Norwegian culture in the Bay Area and is Northern California’s annual celebration of Norwegian culture and heritage
· It’s the largest Norwegian festival event on the West Coast
· It is held in early May of each year to coincide with Norway’s Independence Day on May 17th
· There are altogether 6,000 Norwegians and 40,000 people of Norwegian decent in the San Francisco Bay Area

· Past guests have included H.R.H Crown Prince Haakon Magnus of Norway, Olympic and World Champion alpine skier Stein Eriksen, jazz singer Karin Krog, jazz musician Bodil Niska, culinary chef champion Trond Moi, internationally known Norwegian rose painter Sigmund Årseth, Norwegian painter and visionary Vebjørn Sand, high fashion knit / crochet wear designer Lise Solvang, jewelry designer Inger Blix Kvammen, award winning "Oleana" designer Solveig Hisdal, and this year’s headlining singing sensation Sissel.
· Norway Day Inc., is a non-profit organization, staffed entirely by volunteers

· On May 8th and 9th the Norway Day Festival will be celebrating it’s 12th year  
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