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A DREAM FULFILLED

by Donna Marie

Until recently, becoming a published author was a wishful, but unobtainable concept. So many of us are “closet writers” never having the confidence to talk about the time and effort of putting our thoughts into written words on a page. Although my 10th grade Language teacher and college English instructor thought highly of my essays and creative writing assignments, my dream of becoming published was never for public knowledge.  Even as I was offered a seat in the English Honors program at the local college, my writing aspirations were self-contained within the privacy of my soul.

Whether a confidence issue, or the fact that I also value my role as a wife and mother of four sons, putting them first and foremost before any self ambitions, the fact of the matter is I continued my projects through a private world of my own.  With a family and two part-time jobs, one being a night-shift hospital position, the guilty feelings of sitting at a computer composing a story rather than putting clean laundry away, or preparing a dinner more nutritious than grilled cheese sandwiches, continued overshadowing my personal dreams.

After sneaking in my time with the family computer, a few achievements over the past three years came as surprises to myself, as well as the family.  I wrote a poem about missing my dad for the holidays.  It was the first Christmas after he passed away.  At an uncommonly brave moment, I decided to submit the poem to a local newspaper. To my delightful surprise, they printed OUR ANGEL, OUR DAD.  Since I never mentioned writing my poem, everyone close to me was naturally shocked to see my poem and name in the newspaper.  A year later, I wrote a story, A TRAGIC MEMORY, reflecting on the one-year anniversary of 9/11.  It was printed on the first page of the human-interest section, quoting some of my lines in bold, larger print to attract the readers. Sharing an article about an event that touched every heart of America was eminently rewarding.

In the midst of these personal successes, I continued to privately work on another project, a romance fiction story, originally intended for a magazine submission.  My story and the characters eventually expanded into a 57,000-
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word romance novel.  The continued development of my story line and characters brought forth a new, distinct energy. Unable to contain the excitement any longer, I told my husband about my project.  He was astonished that I was well on my way to reaching such an accomplishment.  His vote of confidence meant the world to me as I continued writing LOVE FOR ANGELA until it was finally complete.  

I did my homework, seeking out publishers with an interest for the romance genre.  I submitted my manuscript to a few, with either rejected responses, or no responses at all.  Determined to find a publisher willing to give a first time author a second look, I continued my search until I found Publish America. A few weeks after submitting my manuscript to them, Publish America sent me a life-changing email accepting LOVE FOR ANGELA for publication.  When I saw the words, “We want to give your story the chance it deserves” and “We’d like to send you a contract”, I cried.  Every step I’ve taken toward becoming a published author has been an amazing one, from writing my biography to having my portrait taken. Being a closet writer is a thing of my past, as I now realize my words can be appreciated by someone other than myself. 

