*Sample commodities

Commodity code/detail (I/D): ChnRel (US/China relations may be headed towards renewed Cold War.) 

Expiration Date: Sept. 30,1999 @22:00 EST
Overview:  The U.S. government has, in recent months, began a diplomatic campaign to renew US/China relations.  More recently, it has become apparent that these relations have succumb to increased pressure from outside sources such as: The recent bombing of China embassy, the Cox report stating Chinas relentless pursuit of military technology. Due to these recent events, the future relations of China and the United States may be headed towards cold war.
News updates: (May 31, 1999)

· Report says China aggressively sought U.S. tech.(Reuters)
· U.S. official seeks to spread blame on China spies(Reuters)

· Clinton to seek one-year trade renewal with China(Reuters)

· China tries to disprove theft charge(AP)
· China says U.S. nuclear "secrets" on internet(Reuters)
· China blasts Cox report as being racist and arrogant(Kyodo)
Commodity code/detail (SP.): RIP2000 (Injury laden Cal Ripken should not be expected to finish 2000 season before retirement due to injuries) Expiration Date: Jan 01, 2000 @22:00 EST
Overview: Baseball's Iron Man, who played in 2,632 straight games before voluntarily ending the streak a year ago, twice was placed on the DL this season because of back pain. The 39-year-old Ripken, whose career began in 1981, went on the disabled list on April 20 because of a bad back, missing three weeks.  He was again forced out of action after experiencing more back pain Aug. 1. (AP)  Increased injuries are projected to force Ripken to retire before the end of the 2000 season.

News updates: (OCT 01, 1999)

· Cal Ripkin not recovering from surgery as expected (Goolie press)
· Report says Chicago Cubs interested In Cal Ripkin.(Reuters)
· L.A Dodgers to be sold to Microsoft founder Bill Gates (Sham)  
Commodity code/detail (BUS): BKGPOKE (Burger King looks to finally surpass McDonalds in the child-size meal category through its heavy promotion of Pokemon creatures)

Exportation Date: Feb 15, 1999 @ 22:00 EST
Overview: McDonalds fast food restaurants have long held the largest market share in the child-size meal category.  In recent years many rivals such as Burger King have caught onto the marketing act and come up with their own kiddy promotions.  With the season closely approaching Burger King has embarked on a fierce fight for this market with the launch of a kids meal with the insanely popular Pokemon creatures. 
News updates: (Nov 14, 1999)

· Buzz about promotion has caused increase in Burger king web site.(Chicago tribune)

· McDonalds is planning a fourth teenie beanie baby promotion in Y2K (Chicago Tribune)

· Pokemon movie expected to set new records in Hollywood(Reuters)

Commodity code/detail (LOC.): COMED-ORD (The city of Chicago’s willingness to bring in another contractor to supply all electrical needs will do more harm than good.)  Expiration Date: Feb 15, 1999 @ 22:00 EST

Overview: In the Chicago area we are limited to one major electric power contractor.  Over the past month the city of Chicago and its suburbs have experienced loss of power and blackouts on a regular basis.  The city wants to bring in another contractor but it is my perception that this may do more harm than good.  ComEd (our power contractor) is making every effort to fix the problems according to many published reports.
News updates: (Aug 15, 1999)

· Mayor Richard daley met with alternate power company (Goolie) 
· Report says recent power loss cost CBOT 4 Mill. (Herald)


· Com-Ed has committed to revamping entire infrastructure(Trib.)
Commodity code/detail (USA): GUNCTRL (Semi-automatic weapons should not be accessible to the general public) Expiration Date: May 15, 2000 @ 22:00 EST

Overview: As proven in the media in recent years, the access to guns in America is far too easy.  Gun safety is not enough to keep children and deranged people from intentionally killing innocent unsuspecting human beings. How many lives would have been saved if there had been restrictions on who is able to purchase a gun?  The only purpose guns serve is to kill people or animals.  When semi-automatic weapons are used, there is no defense; they are used with intent to kill.  It is my opinion that there should be no reason for anyone to have access to a weapon of this sort whatsoever. 

News updates: (Nov 23, 1999)

· Serious crimes fall in 1999 (AP)
· Motorist kills self after crash (AP)

-     Gunmen kill six in Indonesian province (AP)
· Two men die in Florida mall murder suicide (Bloomberg)

Commodity code/detail (USA): G.mills/Kelg. (Popular Kellogg brands has finally lost the battle for market share with rival General Mills in the ready to eat cereal market.)  Expiration Date: Feb 22, 1999 @ 22:00 EST

Overview: Kellogg has been on the top of the heap of the U.S ready-to-eat cereal market for so long that unseating it should be cause for celebration.  Recently, General Mills has taken a near 1% lead in the cereal market over Kellogg.  Kellogg has been plagued with stagnant growth and a poor stock price for the past several years.  It appears that Kellogg no longer has the ambition to continue its lead in this market due to its inability to produce new products for the general public. 

News updates: (Nov 22 1999)

· Kellogg axes ensemble food line (AP)
· Kellogg’s EPS rises 20% in third Quarter (PRNewswire)

· Aurora Foods Expects 4th-Qtr Profit Below Forecasts (Bloomberg)
Consumers Urge FDA to Further Regulate Modified Food (Bloomberg)
Commodity code/detail (USA): PHl.Mor. (Phillip Morris should be praised as one of the most generous corporations rather than despised as a company fraught with contradictions.) Expiration Date: Feb 29, 1999 @ 22:00 EST

Overview: Phillip Morris International and most of its powerful brands have provided for the needs of the general public.  Alcohol, food, and tobacco products make up these companies near 80 billion dollars in sales.  In the U.S, where more than 400,000 people die annually from smoking related diseases, it could be said that Phillip Morris, with its 50% market share, is to blame for the deaths of some 200,000 smokers a year (BUSS.WEEK NOV’99).   We all are free to choose our crutches and smoking is just one.  What is more important is how an organization can give back to the community in ways that clearly help ease the pains of daily living. 

News updates: (Nov 24, 1999)

· Worth Magazine Names SBC Communications One of America's Most Generous Givers (Business Wire)
· Phillip Morris, RJR Tobacco Y2K costs in line (Reuters)
· Minority Groups Decry Cigarette Ads (AP)
Is Your Thanksgiving Dinner Smoking? Activists Boycott Philip Morris's Kraft Foods (PRNewswire)
*Sample

 Category: Political(Democratic party platform)

Commodity code/detail (Politics-USA): CamFinRef. (It is our party’s goal to totally restructure campaign finance for the benefit of the American people.  We believe these monies should and ultimately will be obtained through a BI-partisan pool that is divided equally between all candidates one year prior to elections Expiration Date: Dec 30, 2000 @ 22:00 EST

Overview: Our party has been criticized in regard to various campaign finance issues that directly relate to the Vice-President.  The vice-president has acknowledged that a change is in order but this change must be agreed to by all parties on a purely BI-partisan level.  Re-election is expensive.  Those monies that a raised should be used for the betterment of our society.  We believe that all candidates should start at an equal level and that the issues and the qualifications of the candidate should be the catalyst that allows for re-election and/or election. We believe these monies should be obtained through a BI-partisan pool that is divided equally between all candidates one year prior to elections 

News updates: (March 30, 2000)

· White House Counsel Claims No Attempt to Hide E-Mails (Reuters) 

· Burton: White House e-mail affidavit was 'false and intentionally deceptive  (The Washington Times)
· Clinton 'appalled' by '96 illegal donations (The Washington Times) 
· Criminal Referral in E-Mail Case. (AP)
· Don't just shoot the messenger (Oregonian)
PerceptionTrade (Poll) 04/01/00
Code: CamFinRef
+1 (Slight possibility to have an effect on issue’s bias)

+2 (Moderately agree to have an effect on issue’s bias)

+3 (Strongly agree to have an effect on issue’s bias)

N/C (no change)

-3 (Strongly agree to have no effect on issue’s bias)

-2 (Moderately agree to have no effect on issue’s bias)

-1 (Slight possibility to have no effect on issue’s bias)

***Sample***
Welcome. Please verify your password and than proceed to polling questions below

Password (  mvinar54321   )

1. The White House's top lawyer told Congress Thursday there was no attempt to hide the existence of possibly relevant e-mails from investigators looking into Clinton administration scandals such as the Monica Lewinsky case. (Reuters)

 -3
-2
-1
0
+1
+2
+3
2. A top White House official lied to a federal court about missing White House e-mail messages, making "false and intentionally deceptive" statements in an affidavit prepared by the Justice Department, the chairman of a House committee said yesterday. (The Washington Times)

-3
-2
-1
0
+1
+2
+3
3. President Clinton yesterday called Vice President Al Gore "a good messenger" on campaign finance reform and said he was "as appalled as the next person" to learn his campaign accepted illegal foreign donations in 1996. (The Washington times)

-3
-2
-1
0
+1
+2
+3
4. The Republican chairman of the House committee said Wednesday that he is sending a criminal referral accusing a presidential aide of perjury in the case of the missing White House e-mails. (AP)

 -3
-2
-1
0
+1
+2
+3
5. The vast amounts of soft money flowing into the parties, and in practical effect into the individual campaigns, also are warping the decision-making in Congress and accelerating voter apathy. (Oregonian)

-3
-2
-1
0
+1
+2
+3
PerceptionTrade (Poll results/Call/New issues) 03/30/00 @ 07:00 est

Code: CamFinRef

Note: Poll's taken every 3 hours.

PT









Participants:









500



N/C






-3
-2
-1
0
1
2
3
Total

Question#1
25
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0
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200
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75
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50
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Question#4
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Question#5
99
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25
22
25
55
189
500











Results: Call

UP $.30 based on a (+3 Bias)


199
583
180
347
327
304
560


***Sample***

MDD (Modified Demographic Data).  The following data represents the perceptions of each member on the most current news events and how that perception affects the positive outcome of each specific issue and/or pseudo commodity.
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Question #3. President Clinton yesterday called Vice President Al Gore "a good messenger" on campaign finance reform and said he was "as appalled as the next person" to learn his campaign accepted illegal foreign donations in 1996. (The Washington times)
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***Sample***

Charted results of MDD (Modified Demographic Data)
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***Sample***
PerceptionTrade (New issues)
Presented 09/12/99 

NIP# 091299mv

PT member (acronym) MV
What is the category of proposed commodity? (Int'l, sports, Misc., etc.) Misc.
What is the location of proposed commodity? (Country/state-province/city) USA/ILLINOIS/CHICAGO
What is estimated liquidity? (Months, years, etc.) 3 months
Has the proposed commodity been addressed in periodicals and/or media? YES
Description of proposed Commodity: In the Chicago area we are limited to one major electric power contractor.  Over the past month the city of Chicago and its suburbs have experienced loss of power and blackouts on a regular basis.  The city wants to bring in another contractor but it is my perception that this may do more harm than good.  ComEd (our power contractor) is making every effort to fix the problems.
What are key issues that would create liquidity for our members? 1. Over 20 million people are potentially effected by the city decision to change contractors. 2. Infrastructure needs to be completely overhauled 3. The newspapers and television media are all over the progress daily.

SUBMIT TO POLL

NIP# 110199JGL

PT member (acronym) JGL

What is the category of proposed commodity? (Int'l, sports, Misc., etc.) GUN CONTROL
What is the location of proposed commodity? (Country/state-province/city) USA
What is estimated liquidity? (Months, years, etc.) 6 MONTHS
Has the proposed commodity been addressed in periodicals and/or media? YES
Description of proposed Commodity: As proven in the media in recent years, the access to guns in America is far too easy.  Gun safety is not enough to keep children and deranged people from intentionally killing innocent unsuspecting human beings.

How many lives would have been saved if there had been restrictions on who is able to purchase a gun?  The only purpose guns serves are to kill people or animals.  When semi-automatic weapons are used, there is no defense; they are used with intent to kill.  It is my opinion that there should be no reason for anyone to have access to a weapon of this sort whatsoever. 

What are key issues that would create liquidity for our members? School and office violence in the news.  In Chicago police killed three unarmed people because the officer feared the victim was armed.

SUBMIT TO POLL

Category: International 
Commodity code/detail (Int’L): IlianCust. (It is imperative that this young Cuban boy return to his father and custody is taken away from his Miami relatives at once.  It is my personal belief that Ilian and his father should be reunited and will most likely return to Cuba as a happy family Expiration Date: Jul. 15, 2000 @ 22:00 EST

Overview: Over the past five months a real life soap opera has played out over the media in regard to the plight of young Ilian Gonzalez.  His Miami relatives have lobbied and have made a spectacle of the situation while purposely parading Ilian in front of the media and other Cuban’s.  Most American citizens adhere to the moral and legal right of the father to have unconditional control of his son and his wellbeing.  This is an international dilemma not only one between the USA and Cuba.  It is without a doubt that Ilian will again reunite with his father and ultimately return to Cuba with his father and live happily ever after 

News updates: (March 30, 2000)???????
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