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NEWS RELEASE: 0330 hours 20 February 2004

Ayr learning centre gains national recognition

AN Ayr training facility has received the coveted accreditation as a Learndirect Scotland approved learning centre.

To mark the occasion, Access North Ayr’s Flexible Learning Centre today (Friday 20 February) received a commemorative plaque from Learndirect Scotland chief executive Frank Pignatelli.

The presentation ceremony took place at Access North Ayr, John Pollock Centre, Mainholm Road, Ayr.

At the same time, as part of Access North Ayr’s “Celebration of Learning” Day, around 80 of the Flexible Learning Centre’s trainees received qualification certificates that they had recently gained.

Learndirect Scotland chief executive Frank Pignatelli said: “Learning centres such as that of Access North Ayr are proving invaluable in breaking down barriers and opening up opportunities for people who may not otherwise have engaged in learning.

“Access North Ayr has become an integral part of the local community, and offers a high level of support and encouragement to new learners. We are delighted to welcome the centre to the national network of learning centres throughout Scotland.”

To become a Learndirect Scotland branded centre, each facility has to provide high quality, flexible learning opportunities at a time, place and a pace that suits learners.

Access North Ayr is one of 21 centres in Ayrshire to have achieved Learndirect Scotland branded status, 14 of which are social inclusion areas.

Learndirect Scotland aims to promote high quality, flexible lifelong learning opportunities for everyone, regardless of age, background or ability. It is the country’s national gateway to learning, and is committed to creating a highly skilled and adaptable workforce.

The overriding goal is to champion the needs of Scotland’s learners - and potential learners - creating a framework in which people from all walks of life can, and do, access learning at a place, pace, time and style which best suits their needs.

The Learndirect Scotland freephone help line 0808 100 9000 offers free advice on thousands of learning opportunities across the country- everything from computing to teaching to first aid. 

Specialist advisers have access to the National Learning Database, which contains details about thousands of courses at learning centres, colleges, universities and private training providers throughout Scotland.

As well as advising on the best course to suit the needs of the learner, they can give advice on funding and childcare provision.

The database plays a vital role in drawing together the many and varied strands of Scotland’s education and training system, to offer a comprehensive information gateway for learners.

A national network of 466 quality assured learning centres covers the whole of Scotland, as far afield as Lerwick, Gretna, Barra and Abroath, as well as major cities and towns. 

Access North Ayr

Access North Ayr was formed in the autumn of 1998 with the aim of improving access to job opportunities for all residents of the North Ayr Social Inclusion Partnership (SIP) who are either currently involved in, or wish to join the labour market, by developing the necessary skills and other personal qualities.

Access North Ayr carries out this aim through the provision of relevant vocational guidance, training, work experience, childcare and other appropriate support.

This is bringing economic benefit not only to these individuals but also their families.
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File attachments: 

1. News release in Word document format.

2. Picture caption: Learndirect Scotland chief executive Frank Pignatelli (left) presents a plaque commemorating the recognition of Access North Ayr’s Flexible Learning Centre as an approved Learndirect Scotland learning centre to Carol Munro (centre), the Flexible Learning Centre’s senior IT tutor and Access North Ayr chief executive Bill Munsie.
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