PreVote 2004 Creates Controversy – Harvard Students Bring Politics Online
PreVote 2004 ignites the political stage, receiving over one million hits in its first week since launch.  The website, prevote2004.com, is currently the largest online voting site for the 2004 Presidential election. 
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New York, NY/Los Angeles, CA - October 11, 2004 - The PreVote 2004 was originally conceived by two Harvard students who simply had an idea of sparking online political discussions with their friends.  When they launched their site, however, it was far from being a mere spark.  The site, PreVote2004.com, exploded out the doors, attracting over 1 million hits in its first week of launch.  
The website has been featured on MSN and Yahoo! News, and is rapidly becoming the lead destination for news and discussions surrounding the presidential election.  While a number of voter registration campaigns have sprouted in the past year, PreVote 2004 is the first national election where users can vote for Bush or Kerry, rate the candidates, and invite their friends to join discussions.  Using web journals, forums, and ratings, the PreVote’s success is largely attributed to its ability to engage communities with fun, interactive tools that visitors share with friends.

“We’re using the power of the internet to reinvent politics,” said Solomon Liou, 23, co-founder of PreVote 2004. “We’re transforming elections from one dimensional “yea or nay” systems, to dynamic, expressive exchanges where friends can rally behind their candidate, talk about the issues, and maybe crack some jokes at the other guy.”

PreVote 2004 has largely spread by word-of-mouth referrals where visitors who vote on the site can also invite their friends to join. BuddyTrain.com, an online friend community that is host of the site also gives users their own webpage, where they can create web journals, join discussions, and send messages to their friends. 

“PreVote 2004 is here to get you educated while putting the fun into politics,” said Liou. “It’s neat to see who your friends support, and how their views change going into and coming out of the presidential debates. But ultimately, the goal of PreVote2004.com is supporting the actual vote on November 2nd and enabling millions of voters to make a conscious and informed decision.”


If you are interested in covering this event, please contact Solomon Liou directly at (212) 608-6998 or sol@prevote2004.com. 
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