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· twist in the city ·

   tips on urban home design from sharne algotsson
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creating the illusion 

of more space with furniture
If you live in the city, you may find that space is a premium.  If so, you may be wondering how to maximize your space and give it the appearance that it is much roomier.  Following are some tips from city-living design guru sharne algotsson that will help you to truly realize that less really can be more.

Keep furniture finishes the same throughout a room.  It is less distracting and allows the eye to take in the whole space.
Keep upholstery fabrics discreet with simple patterns. Save the unique motifs and patterns for smaller accent chairs and stools.
Choose wood or metal-framed sofas and chairs without skirts or flaps, as opposed to heavy, upholstered pieces, for a slimmer look.  Their exposed legs visually separate them from the floor, giving the furniture and the area around them a lighter impression.
Keep seating, beds and cabinetry low.  This creates an airy ambience at eye-level height.

Aim for soft curves, restrained decorative details and simple, classic lines.  These will easily co-exist within interior space.

Use glass-top tables and glossy surfaces.  This will add new demensions with light.
Keep seating, storage, shelving and other furnishings close to the walls. This will make smaller spaces appear to expand visually.
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Sharne Algotsson is a stylist, interior designer and author of City Living: Creative Ideas For The New Urban Home, Rockport Publisher and African Style, Down To The Details, Random House Publisher. She offers interior design and event planning at Twist, her Philadelphia furniture, lifestyle and home décor boutique in the city’s trendy Pine Street district. Classically trained at world-renown IKEA, Ms. Algotsson has a developed a fine reputation world-wide for her extraordinary design insights and creativity in the homes of tastemakers and trendsetters in the U.S. and abroad as well as on the advertisement sets of some of the industry’s finest retailers. Visit www.twisthome.com for more information.

