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Interior designer, photo stylist and author Sharne Algotsson began her training in 1985 in Stockholm, Sweden and soon after became head decorator and visual merchandising manager for the flagship IKEA store in Philadelphia and later set designer for the retailer’s international catalog and as the product consultant for IKEA North America.  During her eight years at IKEA, Sharne’s career evolved from in-store decorating to design and art direction for print and TV ads.

In the fall of 2003, Sharne and friend Lisa Formica opened a new store, Twist, located in Philadelphia.  Voted by Philadelphia Magazine as the “Best of Philly Lifestyle Store for 2003,” Twist has quickly become one of the city’s most popular shopping destinations and source of inspiration.  More than a store, it is part gallery, show-casing Twist designs as well as lovingly restored vintage furniture, new home accessories, and gifts.  Interior design services are also available.

Sharne has written three books.  The Spirit of African Design, co-author Denys Davis (Random House), 1996—the  first ever African-inspired interior design publication;  African Style:  Down to the Details, (Random House), 2000 and City Living:  Creative Ideas for the New Urban Home, (Rockport), 2002. 

In 1995 Sharne launched Inside Design Ltd., a Philadelphia-based firm which specializes in interior design for private residences and commercial set design and photography for catalog, editorial, and direct-mail advertising.  Her client list includes  Ross Simon, Royal Worcester China, Spoad China, IKEA, Hunter Douglas, The Urban League, Mannington Floors, Tufenkian Carpets, The Philadelphia Design Center, and the Greater Philadelphia Tourism and Marketing Corporation.  Her ads and designs have appeared in Essence, Metropolitan Home, Home Magazine, Martha Stewart Wedding, Philadelphia Home and Garden, Southern Accents, Southern Living, Elle Décor, and World of Interiors.

Sharne has been featured on the HGTV Network, African Design in American Homes, The Discovery Network’s Christopher Lowell Show, B. Smith with Style, HGTV’s Design Basics and Smart Design.  She has also acted as consulting designer for Money Matters, CN8 on Comcast.  She has lectured twice at the Cooper Hewitt Museum, Columbus Museum of Art, The Museum of African Art in Washington, DC, The Philadelphia Design Center, The Boston Design Center, Organization of Black Designers, and the Miami Baltimore.

Sharne lives in Philadelphia with her husband and daughter, where she is always working on the next book, designing, and meeting customers at Twist.

