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December 01, 2004

Dear Reporter,

Picture eight-year-old “Izzy”on her first day of Rock Camp.  She’s decided she wants to play the drums.  A bit anxious, she spends much of her day thinking about when her mom will be picking her up.  By day five, she is posing for the drum group picture with her sticks strongly reaching to the sky and a big smile on her face; on day six, she is able to support her band, holding down a backbeat during her rock camp performance on stage at the Aladdin Theatre in Portland, OR – amazing!

For five years, the Rock ‘n’ Roll Camp for Girls and the Rock Institute has been providing opportunities for girls like Izzy to be inspired and empowered by learning how to play music.  Many girls who attend these programs would not be able to afford them without the Camp’s Scholarship Fund.  Approximately 70 percent of girls who attend the camp each year receive anywhere from $250 - $1,000 so they can participate in these incredible programs.

To maintain and grow the Scholarship Fund, the Rock Camp will be initiating a fundraiser around the country – “50 Shows in 50 States.”  Musicians will perform in each state on or around Dec. 10, 2004.  The New York City show will take place at The Bitter End on Tuesday, Dec. 21, 2004, where attendees will be asked to make a sliding-scale donation. The Camp is hoping to raise $10,000 through this nationwide effort.  Camp video performances and information about the camp will be available at the show – for those who can volunteer or perform at the camp, for those who can donate, and for those who would like to give information to a girl who might benefit!

And why would New York musicians want to help a Rock Camp in Portland?  Read the accompanying band sheet for their responses as well as the owner of The Bitter End and director of The Collective.  In addition, volunteers and campers come from all over, including the New York Metropolitan area. 

Please consider this information for your calendar events section.  If you would like to explore a feature story, interviews could be arranged with the Camp’s director, with a Rock Camp attendee from the NYC area, or with musicians performing for the fundraiser.  Also let me know if you would like to attend the event.   I will give you a call within the week to assess your interest and to see if you might have any questions about the event.

Regards,

Kimberly Perry

NYC Coordinator for “50 Shows in 50 States”

201-805-6956

kpdrumrgrl@yahoo.com

♫ PO Box 11324  ♪  Portland, OR 97211  ♫  info@girlsrockcamp.org  ♪  www.girlsrockcamp.org  ♫
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