Reviewers sing the praises of Imogene…

Teresa Saari has done an amazing job telling a story that will grab your attention and not let go until long after you’ve read her book.  Imogene of the Pacific Kingdom is a book to be loved by both adults and children for the characters are so full of life and become part of you after you read this book. Nothing could have prepared me (and most likely, Imogene) for the surprises that unfolded with each chapter – dealing with real and surreal subjects and stretching your imagination to the limit. A pleasant read and a definite must buy for lovers of an adorable and exciting adventure.

Marilyn Houle, 
Words Words Words
In an age of Harry Potter and Lord of the Rings, enters a new magical, mystical tale that will delight children and adults alike with its unique story line. Readers will immediately become mesmerized by the sheer ingenuity and suspensefulness of the plot. Author Teresa Saari brings a new and delightful twist to a growing collection of mythical tales for children. "Imogene of the Pacific Kingdom" is a tale filled with magic, lighthearted fun and adventure. The author’s use of the written word visually transports us to a land of make believe and introduces us to characters who are engaging and unforgettable, in a kingdom where anything and everything is possible.

Teresa Saari flawlessly demonstrates her imagination and her ability to enchant and hypnotize the reader, whether they are 8 or 80.  It’s this reader’s opinion that, "Imogene of the Pacific Kingdom" is very well crafted and a must read.  The author is to be commended for making her first child’s novel a smashing success.

Kimberly Hayes,
Freelance Writer/Professional Book Reviewer
Canadian author Teresa Saari’s vivid imagination brings the characters to life. The magical Kingdom under the sea reminds us of Atlantis. Older children will delight in sharing Imogene’s adventures in the Pacific Kingdom both happy and troublesome but always entertaining.
Shirley Roe,
 Allbooks Reviews
"Imogene" kept me on the edge of my seat for the first few chapters, then allowed me to relax into an enjoyable reading experience in a fantasy world any child would love.
Susan Valeri, President

The Powerful Publicity Group
Imogene is just an ordinary ten year old girl who finds herself in extraordinary situations. When Imogene was only five years old, she went to live with her Auntie Agnes while her parents dealt with a mysterious family emergency. Imogene had never met her Auntie Agnes before that fateful day but Auntie Agnes seemed very different from Imogene’s mother. Imogene’s mother was kind, gentle, soft spoken, and loving. Auntie Agnes was harsh, stuffy, loud, and didn’t particularly like children. Nonetheless, Imogene’s mother calmed Imogene’s misgivings saying that Imogene would be safe with Auntie Agnes. Imogene’s mother then promised that she’d return for the girl in five years, after Imogene turned ten. 

Over the next few years, Auntie Agnes lost all hope that her sister and brother-in-law would return for Imogene. The stuffy old lady found raising a child, especially a particularly active child like Imogene, extremely difficult. Fortunately, Auntie Agnes’ butler Sampson quickly befriended Imogene. Sampson and Imogene were the only ones who held out any hope that Imogene’s parents would return. 

Imogene of the Pacific Kingdom is an adventure-filled chapter book aimed at older elementary school aged children. Nonetheless, this story is suitable for reading to younger audiences as well as for preteen to early teen readers. The storyline is fun and creative with lots of action, intrigue, and adventure. Imogene is loveable, adventurous, creative, imaginative, and a little stubborn. Every child will feel an immediate connection to this amazing girl. I look forward to more adventures from Imogene.

Tami Brady, Blether Reviews
Imogene of the Pacific Kingdom grabs the reader’s attention right from the start when five-year-old Imogene’s mother leaves her to live with her ill-tempered aunt. Imogene’s mother promises that she will return in five year’s time, but for a little girl that is a lifetime. 

Flash forward five years and Imogene has grown considerably, though her aunt has not grown any nicer. Imogene is drawn to the water and excels in her swimming lessons. She has befriended the butler who suggests that she should try swimming in the nearby ocean. Things are not what they seem, by a long shot. The butler is not really a butler, Imogene is not your average ten-year-old girl and her parents were never really all that far away. 

Not wanting to give away the plot I will leave it at that, except that I must say that this story was delightful and adventurous, a breath of fresh air. Imogene is a wonderful role model and a delicious character to root for. The plot is well thought out and delivered with just the right amount of fantasy and wonder. 

Children aged eight and up will enjoy this read on their own, while even younger children would be thrilled to have it read to them. The only negative side to a younger child listening would be the sad beginning, though I assure you that the story is satisfyingly happy. 

Heather Froeschl, Bookideas.com
Teresa Saari writes a fantasy that will keep those from ten to adult turning pages and falling in love with vivacious Imogene, who appears to be an average child of this world, but we find  belongs to another.  Mrs. Saari leaves no stone unturned as she describes this fantasy world and the people in it. Any questions that I may have had while reading were all answered to my satisfaction.

Jeannine Van Eperen, Blether

Imogene of the Pacific Kingdom by Teresa Saari is a fantasy story any child would love. Good conquers evil, the young girl turned princess saves the day, and a family is reunited after years of separation. It is a feel-good story with enough of a roller coaster ride to keep the reader on the edge of her seat until the very end.

>

>Saari works effectively with her readers’ internal suspense, drawing them in with a tale of an underwater world filled with discovery, jubilation and deceit. While some of the story’s construct is rather implausible, her overall storyline carries the book, leaving the reader satisfied at the outcome. It often reads like a movie, and I am certain Disney would have a ball filming Imogene with its colorful, well-developed characters and scenery only the best of imaginations could have conjured.

>

>
Reviewer Christine Louise Hohlbaum, American author of Diary of a Mother (2003) and SAHM I Am (2005)  lives near Munich with her husband and two children. http://www.diaryofamother.com

Are you a fan of magical and mystical people and places? Then this is a story for you. Do you have a young person in your house? Then this is a story for them. Imogene of the Pacific Kingdom is a story of a girl who is left with a miserly spinster aunt when she was five. Her mother promised to come for her in five years but to a little girl that was a long time to be without her mother. Sampson, Aunt Agnes' butler, is Imogene's saving grace. Without him, life would be very harsh. 

Imogene is drawn to the sea. She loves to swim. One night after her tenth birthday, she goes to the ocean and the dolphin pendant she is wearing begins to glow. Not to give too much of the story away, suffice it to say she finds her parents in the Pacific Kingdom, a whole new underwater world. Since her parents are the King and Queen, she is a princess. There are new friends to make and seahorses to ride besides just being happy to be with her parents. 

But, alas, all is not well. Her father's brother is a threat to the Kingdom. Imogene is not about to let anything happen to the new, wonderful life she is living. She definitely doesn't want to return to her aunt's home. So, between her new friends and Sampson, she sets out to rescue the Kingdom. 

This book is written for a young child but any adult who never grew up would not be bored reading it. It is an especially good book for a parent/child reading session. I plan to read this to my grandchildren when they come to visit.
Barbara Rhoades "Jackie of all Trades" (O'Fallon, MO USA)
Reviewers sing the praises of Dager…

After having the fortune to read Imogene, I was absolutely thrilled to read Dager, and frankly I’m glad I did.  Readers, both young and old, will enjoy these stories of mythical, mystical kingdoms that breathe life back into a popular but dying subject.  The author shows apparent growth and expertise in this second in a series.  She does such extraordinary things to her characters; she uses her creative imagination to bring their sheer essence and innocence leaping from the pages with a ferocious rush of emotions.  The storylines and plots are fresh and exhilarating, with twists and turns that leave the reader breathless, still hungry for more.  I’m confident that Teresa Saari has earned herself a place in the literary world, while her characters find their place into reader’s hearts.
Kim Hayes, Freelance Writer, Professional Book Reviewer

Alone, nameless and under the control of a wicked hag, the small boy ponders his life. Dragged by the hag the little boy falls and cuts his hand on a sharp object, yet moments later the wound magically heals. Far away in another parallel world, an old man’s hand begins to bleed. Suddenly the boy hears a voice- a quiet whisper in his ear. The voice tells him to go to the market and follow “the girl”. The girl will lead him to his family and the love he desperately seeks, far from the old hag. Although he is frightened and unsure, excitement fills his heart for the first time in two long years.

Dager and his sister Lucia take the reader on an exciting action packed adventure as they attempt to escape the world of the hag and return to their parents and the land beneath the sea. Children of all ages will love the colorful characters, vivid imagery and the exhilarating plot. An excellent read- along book for younger children; tweeners and young teens will find the book entertaining and amusing with vocabulary that is easy to understand. Sentence structure is simple yet effective, making this an easy read.

Author Teresa Saari’s first book, Imogene of the Pacific Kingdom was a charming introduction to the author’s world of fantasy and delight. Dager of the Tasman Empire continues to show her vivid imagination and wonderful sense of adventure.  Her stories promote love, family values and a sense of responsibility and mutual respect. Highly recommended for any family or school library.

Shirley Roe, Allbooks Reviews

Once again, Teresa Saari has searched her incredible imagination and written an adventure story worthy of many readings.  "Dager of the Tasman Empire" is an exciting novel that connects a magical world under the sea and an equally fascinating land of heat and dust.  Dager is abducted and taken to live in this arid, hostile land with a wicked hag.  No child should have to live as he does, but despite the difficulties, he grows and develops wisdom beyond his years.  Incredible powers of the undersea folk, their love for all creatures and their sense of justice help them build a new community apart from the injustices of both worlds.  Dager's undersea family never ceases to search for him and the story of their search brings intrigue and magic into the lives of young readers. Readers are never quite sure what will happen next, while surprises await eager minds, page after page. This story is written with elementary and middle school children in mind, but will certainly capture the imagination of all ages.
Elaine Fuhr, Freelance Reviewer

