DECOR LIGHTING 

Few things make as much design impact on a room as the right lighting. Whether you choose a portable lamp or installed fixture, decorative lighting melds the best in home fashion with a function. To help you make the most of your decorative lighting, the experts at the American Lighting Association (ALA) offer the following ideas for illuminating your home -- no matter what your budget. 

FOCUS POCUS: Put lighting to work creating focal points. Add lights to direct the eye in a new direction by focusing on a piece of art, furniture or the mantel. 

MOVE IT: Simply moving portable lighting around to new areas can create dramatic differences. Adding or subtracting light from parts of a room creates drama. 

COLOR IT BEAUTIFUL: A coat of paint and well-placed lighting can completely change a room. Fresh paint can give an old fixture new look or create the opportunity to add new fixtures to anchor or complement the color. 

DIM SOME: Dimmers are another inexpensive trick-of-the-trade. They help set a special mood in the home by allowing you to manipulate the light. Install them at the wall for ceiling fixtures and even buy them for table lamps. 

MADE WITH THE SHADE: Today’s shades are made of a variety of shapes, textures and designs. Top off an old fixture with a smart new shade for a fresh look. Add lampshades to chandeliers, or take off the existing lampshades for a fresh face. 

START SMALL: You don’t have to redo the whole room to get a whole new look. Dress up fixtures with accessories like candle sleeves, garland or cloth over the chain. 

SPACE CASE: Add more drama to a space with accent lighting -- illuminate the top a bookcase, add under cabinet lighting or hang a colored pendant over the kitchen island. “You can create islands of light that bring the grain of wood or the print of the wallpaper or the color of a wall to life,” says lighting designer Sergio Orozco. 

TABLE IT: “Table lamps are so important, but often ignored,” says Joe Rey-Barreau, ALA director of continuing education. “They are critical to design, they are at eye level and we touch them daily. Move them around the room. If you buy small ones, you can put them on shelves. They make a room more visually complex.” 

QUALITY COUNTS: No matter what your budget, opt for timeless materials like bronze and glass over their plastic counterparts. Timeless designs in top materials will always look right and can become family heirlooms. 

TEST IT: Try before you buy. “In most instances, you can take a lamp home, try it and bring it back if it doesn’t work,” says lighting designer Sergio Orozco. “Exchange it for one that doesn’t reflect on your glass table or has a different shade.” 

DO YOUR HOMEWORK: “There is a wealth of information on the Internet, particularly the ALA website,” says Jody DeVine with Sea Gull Lighting. “You should also rely on lighting showroom people as experts -- many are interior decorators.” 

TAKE YOUR TIME: To create a well lit home, do it over time, room by room. Create a master plan of how you want the finished house to look, and work at it over a year or two. 

GET CLEARANCE: Make frequent trips to your local lighting showroom and you may find your favorite fixture marked down as much as half. Many lighting showrooms mark down discontinued styles every six months to make room for the latest looks. Clearance sections can change every few weeks. 

ASK THE EXPERTS: To make the best decisions, embrace your lighting showroom personnel. Get information from them. “And bring them information,” says DeVine. “Use your camera. Bring a digital image of the room and what is not working. If you are trying to create a decorative element, bring in swatches of fabric, pillows, paint chips. Make the fixture the statement to complement the room.” 

TAKE CREDIT: Consider financing your lighting purchases. Many lighting showrooms and retailers now offer private label credit cards and 90 days same as cash programs.

