
International Medical Clinics

Mission Statement

International Medical Clinics (IMC) has developed a new and uniquely innovative model of healthcare delivery to exclusively serve uninsured populations.  This multi-physician specialty center effectively addresses the healthcare needs of the expanding multi-cultural uninsured community, one of America’s top ten national concerns.  IMC accomplishes this mission by honoring and respecting cultural diversity, conducting ongoing focus groups to identify the needs and issues of different populations, providing substantive and skills-based healthcare education, and offering reduced medical fees.  Staffed with multilingual employees, IMC offers superior care within the context of each patient’s cultural milieu. Our clear goal is to develop extensive expertise in international medicine in the United States. Using the highest professional and ethical standards, IMC improves medical care for all patients as it becomes an integral part of the local international community. 

________________________________________________________________The board certified physician specialists available in our clinic include:

1) Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation/Chronic Pain Management (back, shoulder, knee, etc….arthritic, neurological, muscular and sports/work injuries) 

2) GYN/Reproductive Endocrinology/Infertility/Menopause 

3) Pediatrics
4) Family Practice 

5) Podiatry/Foot and leg surgery
________________________________________________________________
Community Partnerships

 

We are affiliated with a wide array of cultural organizations, associations, clubs, chambers of commerce, and faith based organizations.  Some of the organizations include Healthy Mothers Healthy Babies, Catholic Social Services, International Newcomer Center and many more. Academic institutions including Emory and Georgia Perimeter College are working with IMC to provide the best possible care.  We hold frequent lectures for the community in many venues including churches, temples, organizations, interviews on radio, TV, newspapers and magazines, etc. 

 

Issues International Medical Clinics address:
 
Health Disparities 
 

Ethnic and racial minorities tend to receive lower-quality health care than whites do, even when insurance status, income, age, and severity of conditions are comparable.  Minorities are less likely than other Americans to get potentially life saving screening tests such as mammograms and Pap smears, flu and pneumonia vaccines, as well as to take their children for check-ups.  Differences in treating heart disease, cancer, and diabetes partly contribute to higher death rates for minorities.  Disparities in the health care delivered to racial and ethnic minorities are real and are associated with worse health outcomes.  This trend is unacceptable. The real challenge for IMC lies not in debating whether disparities exist, but in developing and implementing strategies to reduce and eliminate them.

 

Health Literacy 

 

Health Literacy is defined as the degree to which people can obtain, process and understand basic health information (e.g. following prescriptions and post operative instructions, etc.) and services they need to make appropriate healthcare decisions.  For the 90 million Americans with limited literacy skills, it is difficult to read materials as simple as the front page of a newspaper or a bus schedule much less the complicated documents that go along with medical care in our country today. We believe that quality health care depends on patients who are active participants in their own care, and low health literacy robs them of that opportunity. Improving health literacy can dramatically reduce health disparities. Health literacy can save lives, money, and the health and well being of millions of Americans.

 

Community Outreach 

 

Community Health Outreach is a community-based organization that is an integral part of International Medical Clinics goal to promote good health and disease prevention among the uninsured.  International Medical Clinics first community health project was providing several hundred vaccinations for Cary Reynolds Elementary School students on registration day in August, 2004 in Doraville, GA. This school has a student population with dire healthcare needs, with students from as many as 40 different countries.  Emory University assisted IMC with this project. 

IMC is most interested in receiving meaningful input from the multicultural community specifically presenting potential community health projects that our board of directors may consider.

International Medical Clinics has three objectives concerning our Community Health Outreach: 

 

1) To empower the community to make long-term behavior changes thereby improving their health and preventing disease

2) To improve access of communities, families and individuals to health and medical services; and

3) To facilitate the access of health and medical services to communities, families and individuals 

 

 

Focus Groups

 
IMC is conducting focus groups tailored to a variety of cultures. There are 193 countries in the world and several thousand cultures within these countries. The purpose of the focus groups is to hear directly from the community so as to develop the best quality care to fit their needs, healthcare and customs.   

 

 

Basic Clinic Information

 
IMC has out-patient surgery, X-ray, EKG, ultrasound diagnostic equipment, laser and lab facilities on-site. IMC will house an on-site traditional and natural pharmacy for the convenience of our patients.

 

Our hours of operation are Monday through Saturday from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. and Sunday (by previously arranged appointment) is from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.  

 

We will be adding most all the physician specialties of medicine as well as open other clinic locations.

Physicians and nurses are available to speak Spanish and Korean, but we will add staff that can speak Chinese, Portuguese, Vietnamese, Russian, Romanian, and much more as time goes on.

 

Time spent in the waiting room is zero to 10 minutes. Fees are reduced to best serve the uninsured community. We spend more time with each patient than most traditional clinics.

 

Dr. Mel J. Colon, Clinic Director 
International Medical Clinics 
5979 Buford Highway, 
International Plaza, Suite B-4 
Doraville, Georgia 30340 

drs4drs@yahoo.com   
678-547-0000
678-522-2870 Direct 
678-547-0191 Fax
www.intlmedicalclinics.com   
  

