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Key Judgement

Tha Eiaﬂﬁtiﬂélﬂfftﬁﬂ Arochbishop of Poland's former reyal
capital and anatant ecultural aentar--Krakow--ta the Papacy
will undoubtedly proveexiremely ‘Worrisome to Mascow, iy
only because of the responsivencss his papacy is likely to
evoke in Fast Eurspean communist societiag. The selection
of a Polieh Popa, whitch reflests the untquely vital Poliah
church, will make even mora difficult Mosoow's itraditional
attempte to bind eulturaily Western Paland more cloesely, to —_—
the East, to integrate the Poles more closely into a Spviet-
dominated bilateral and multilateral syatem of alliances,
and to foester greater gocial and pelitical digeipline inm
Poland by coneclidating the power of the Polish communist
party. Because of the impaet of John Paul II, particularly
his impaet on Polish natiomalism, the Soviets will now find
it even mors difficult to check and to counter FPoland's
tnatinoéive, cultural, cad politisal graviitation to the West.

When the USSR faces its so-called empire in East Europe,
it confronts a serigusly unstable area whare problems of
nationaliam have caused major rifts with the Soviet Unien
(Yugoslavia in 1948 and Albania in 1961}, significant policy
deviations with the Romaniana, and differences among Warsaw -
Pact states over such disputed areas asm Macedonia, Baassarabia,
and Transylvania. The Soviets hava never heen ahle to cope
succossfully with the legacy of Polisgh nationalism, particu-
larly Polish opposition to foreign occuplers and alien politi-
cal systams. The origin of the state itself is linked to tha
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USSR-ITALY-BULGARIA: Coming to Bulgaria's Defense

Moscow's recent public statement denying involvement
in the assassination attempt on the Pope and the strong
protest over US press coverage delivered by the Soviet
Charge in Washington on Monday 1nd1catE the Soviets have
decided to play a more active role

Comment: Moecow nntil recently has avoided direct
involvement in the contruversy, and ite activism suggests
new concern that the case is damaging the USSR's interests.
The Soviets may be particularly sensitive to the issue
because of the Western press implications that General
Secretary Andropov, during his tenure as head of the
KGB, might have played a role in the attempt. The Soviet
Ambassador presumably hoped to persuade the Italian Gov-
ernment to play down the issue. The Soviets are likel
to continue to defend Bulgaria against its accusers. ill
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