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Executive Bio

Carl Samos, Founder, President, CEO & Chairman

TRAVELAXE, INC., AUSTIN, TEXAS

Carl Samos, an Internet pioneer with more than 15 years of professional software development and management experience, founded Travelaxe, Inc. in Austin (Samos digital image) in November 2001. The company is now the leading provider of hotel rate search systems used by both leisure and business travelers to find and book hotel rooms quickly and at the best prices. More than 250,000 travelers are users of the Travelaxe software.

Carl, 36, began his professional career at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, where he studied Computer Science for nine years. He was the lead developer for the Computational Modeling Lab, a lab dedicated to creating applications such as iwgAIDS. This leading tool for modeling the AIDS pandemic worldwide was subsequently adopted by the U.S. Government.

“I thought I would be the perennial student-professor, working toward his doctorate,” Samos recalled. “But I became disenchanted with academia, realizing it was all about publishing and finding grants and competing for funds and recognition for my department, not about teaching. I still love to teach.” But after seven years in the lab, he joined the National Center for Supercomputing Applications (NCSA), where he led the development of Mosaic, the famous World Wide Web browser. Microsoft, the most notable company to license Mosaic, utilized the software code to create Internet Explorer.

In 1995, he was serendipitously invited to Austin to visit a young firm, Trilogy, Inc. “I’d never been to Texas. I thought it was all tumbleweeds and cowboys,” he recalled, “but I just fell in love with the city.” Samos was offered and accepted the lead role at a Trilogy Division called Conquer, which later split off from Trilogy as a separate company and was renamed pcOrder.com. pcOrder.com was an electronic commerce technology provider for the computer industry, and it consummated an initial public offering in February 1999. 

Prior to starting Travelaxe, Carl was the Founder and Chief Technology Officer of Knowitall, Inc., a software firm that developed collaboration technologies for businesses. Following an acquisition of that firm in 2001, he found himself unemployed and wanting to travel. “I was spending four to five hours each time looking for a good deal on a hotel room. I eventually got tired and wrote a program to acquire all the information and highlight the good deals automatically.”

Encouraged by Stanford Wong, noted author of many advantage gambling books and bj21.com, along with Anthony Curtis, publisher of The Las Vegas Advisor, he formalized the nascent software program and started Travelaxe. “I was the ultimate consumer of my own tool.

“I realized that no other company existed that was harnessing the distributed power of the Internet to save travelers time and money. There are lots of travel websites, but they often have drastically different prices for hotel rooms,” Samos notes. “Most importantly, no one single website has the best rates. A manual comparison between travel websites requires a lot of time. Travelaxe emerged from a natural need to get vital knowledge quickly while finding the best prices available from as many sources as possible.”
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