APPENDIX: SOME LANDMARK BESTSELLERS BY WOMEN 

1942  –  “And Now Tomorrow” by Rachel Field 

The book that topped the first ever New York Times Bestseller List – 9 August, 1942. 

1955 – “Bonjour Tristesse” by Francoise Sagan. 

Sagan was just 20 when the English translation of her book made #1 in April 1955; and just 19 when it first came out the previous year in France.

1966 – “Valley of the Dolls” by Jacqueline Susann. 

Until Harry Potter, Susann’s novel of sex, drugs and sleaze in the backstage world of the 1950s tied with “Gone With the Wind” and “To Kill a Mockingbird” as the best-selling novels by female writers. 

1976 – “Sleeping Murder” by Agatha Christie. 

Christie was the oldest author to top the list. She would have been 86 when her novel, “Sleeping Murder” reached #1 in 1976, had she not died earlier that year. 

1984 – “Full Circle” by Danielle Steel. 

Published in June 1984, this was the first #1 bestseller by Danielle Steel, who has since notched 25 more, the most by any women writer. 

1999 – “Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets” by JK Rowling

In fact, 1999 saw Rowling's first three Potter novels reach #1 in quick succession, prompting The New York Times to restructure their lists. 

2005 – “No Place Like Home” by Mary Higgins Clark. 

Clark's 11th #1, published April 2005 and immediately hit #1. Follows Clark's familiar recipe for thrillers based on buried secrets returning to haunt ordinary folk.

2005 – “Eleven On Top” By Janet Evanovich. 

Heads the current list. 

•

• Top 5 Books In The New York Times Hardback Fiction List

For Week Commencing 17 July 2005

1. Eleven On Top, by Janet Evanovich

2. The Historian, by Elizabeth Kostova

3. The Da Vinci Code, by Dan Brown

4. Miracle, by Danielle Steel

5. The Mermaid Chair, by Sue Monk Kidd
