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Hot Topics: From Left Field and NewsRap
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· Universal Health Care – Barry talks with Dr. David Himmelstein of Harvard and founder of Physicians for a National Health Plan (PNHP) and State Sentor Sheila Kuehl about their plans for a single-payer health insurance system that will provide access to quality care for everyone.

· Author Justin Frank discusses his recent book, Bush on the Couch, a psychohistorical perspective on our 43rd President.

· Barry compares Olympic bomber Eric Rudolph to Tom DeLay and others in the Radical Right who engage in hateful diatribes that are then used by the Rudolphs of this world to justify their own violent actions.

· On tonight’s show, Barry, a lawyer and mediator, tells the Dems to “hold the line.” “We seem to have a congenital disease to ‘make a deal,’ to compromise. But when the other side wants it all, the best course of action is to ‘just say no’.”

· Barry takes apart the “outsourcing is good” theory offered by the Bushites and reveals the disturbing new trends in his discussion with Ron Hira, co-author of the new book, 

Outsourcing America.
· Can there be any fundamental political change as long as corporate and special-interest money figures so heavily in the elections? Barry discusses a possible solution with Susan Lerner, executive director of California’s Clean Money campaign.

· Barry talks about the unveiling of Deep Throat and the ethics of using anonymous sources with investigative reporter Andre Coleman of the Pasadena Weekly.

· Brad Friedman, investigative blogger (The BradBlog), reveals his latest insights about the Downing Street Memo and the drive for a Congressional investigation into Bush’s activities leading up to the Iraq war. Are there grounds for impeachment? Stay tuned.

· Do the Democrats have a vision? Barry poses the question to Lakshmi Chaudry, senior editor of the progressive website, Alternet, and co-author of Start Making Sense, an anthology of the best in progressive thinkers, including Ariana Huffington, Howard Dean, and Rev. Jim Wallis.

· Barry discusses the Terri Schiavo case and its ethical, moral and legal implications with religious ethicist and author Glenn Stassen and former ACLU President and constitutional law expert Stephen Rohde.

· What happens when police stop a 13-year-old joyrider in South Central L.A. and end up shooting him to death in his car? Barry talks to community activist Danny Bakewell about the Devin Brown incident.

· Do cable news channels only cover abductions when they involve cute white (preferably blond) girls? Barry comes up with that conclusion when he interviews Mark McCormick, an investigative reporter for the Wichita Eagle who has the facts and figures to back it up.

