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In Memoriam, Felix Bryk. By Per Erinck.

Then Felix Bryk died Jan. 13, 1857, one week before his 75th birthday, an uncom-
monly cheguered life came to an end. His destiny was very like that of the intelligent-
sis of the middle ages. Like them, he was a cosmopolite, travelling for a lerge part
of his life to offices and museums, or working in them, wherever there wes shelter for
study end research. Like them, he had a desire for the knowledge of & polyhistorian and
like them, he never beceme o closely bound to his field of leerning -~ as is almost al-
ways the case with modern specialists — that he gave up his vivid interest in mankind
end ite meny ménifestations of life.

Entomolozy always played & unigue role in his life esnd this in spite of the fact
that his education was rather that of artist and mmenist than of & naturalist. Also
it wae certeinly no sccident that entomology ceme to run like & red thread through his
exiztence, Already during his later years at school he showed a lively interest in the
ingeetes and this did not diminish during the journeys of his years of development. His
first publication appesred as early as 1906 (in Wersaw) and consisted of s slightly ro-
manticized degeription of the life and waye of coekchafers,

His father, Adolf Bryk, a Vienns lawyer, like meny others, seems to have thought
thet entomology was & child's sickness that would pass. After the family moved to Geli-
eia, the son began to show such talents for en ertistic career that he had to start at
the Art Academy in Cracow., As & peinter full of tempsrament and vith esthetic eambitions,
the young artist finally went to Paris and Florence where he met Aino I¥kinen, = whom
he married in 1909 at Myllykyl#, With that his wvariegated years of travelling were cer-
tainly not ended but he had laid the foundation for thet kaleidoscopic kmowledge and
broadened thet tolerance which finally became one with his nature.

Together with the artistic studies, Bryk purmued his entomological and especially
his lepidoptercloglieal interests with ineressing intensity. Perhaps the cleft between
these two fields of work is not so great as it might seem to be in the beglinning; for
there are very few groups of animals that provide so many occesions for study by aes-
thetes and artists as those very butberflies among which Bryk's interest particularly
fell upon the brilliant Parnassiinae., He discussed these inseets in meny papers; the
high point was reached by the great monograph in Das Tierreich (1935),

as an artist

Eryk cameto Sweden during the first World Wer. Although here too he was industrious/
and exhibited [his paintings] in Stockholm, it wes in entomology and the bibliographie
research on Linné — & new field of activity =— that he made his most remarkable contri-
butions. The Linné studies were followed by a series of important publications. &L part
of this was the first issuance or re-printing of unknown writings by Linné or writings
that were considered as having disappeared, another part was the result of bibliogrephic
studies, most frequently with an entomologleal turn. During this time, Linné's Minnesbok
[Memory Book] (Stockholm 1919), H. A. MBller's Delineatio Regni Animalium (Linneei Syst.
Net.Anim, ,ed,8), Linneeus abroad (Stockholm 1920, Suppl.l1921), Linné's Adonis Stenbro-
hultensis (Stockholm 1920), Linn#'s Rendaufzeichnungen zu Marie Sibylla lerienins Erucarum
ortus (Stuttgart 1920), and Linné as practical entomologist (Stockholm 1924) as well as
the bibliographical surveys Bibliotheca Linnaesne I and II (Stockholm 1923),were printed.

Bryk:« =2 {riumphed here: several of these writings came out in very small editions published
by the suthor, end the final sheape he gave many of them often implied the creation of
& series of varients which were great rarities from the wvery date of publication.
[*insert, the bibliophile]

However, Linné end his time wee not thereby a closed incident in Bryk's life. Until
his last years he continued to publish different detailed studies in this field where, by
his mctivity, he contributed to filling in meny geps in the eerlier, more humenistiecally
directed research., The followers of Linné, and especially our entomologists of the 1700s

were venersted objects of study during recent years, as evidenced, among other things, by
¥arl de Geer's article in "Swedish lfen of Science™ tlﬂﬁ?}.






