Windflower

--“ Two souls are destined to meet.”
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“If you ask me what kind of story is this,
I can’t tell you, it’s about a poor China
girl falls in love with a white boy, or
a white boy falls in love with a poor China
girl. It’s none of them. It’s something
larger than that.  Like at night when you
look at the sky, and you wonder why they
shine in the dark of the night.
Sometime, I wonder the same,
why is it so bright, and so generous?”
--- Echo Sand

What is windflower? Is the hidden wave in the bottom of the ocean? The thunderstorm sings when the lightning is about to come? The first bubble comes to the surface when the rest of the world is sleeping?  The passion? The desire? The dream? Something you really want in the bottom of your heart? The absolute beauty that you can never reach? The first rainbow appears in the dark broken sky? Something never changes just like phoenix’s rebirth from the ashes?  The fire inside of the ocean or a secret you can never betray?…

It’s all above. 

Windflower is a special flower; it only blossoms in your heart.

Echo Sand, a 18 years old girl escaped to the US illegally from China and lives in a lonely city called Los Angeles.   Her life was never enlightened and meaningful till she met a 42 years old free-spirited eccentric American man named Mount Ironman. They both have a dream, but they never had the courage to face it till they started knowing the existence of each other, the inspiration and connection on a soul level, the determination, hope, faith, compassion all blossom at the same time. 

An unbelievable relationship and connection between the two totally different human makes impossible possible.  So what’s the bottom of line? “Open your heart and you will find miracles are just right in the corner.” That’s what Echo told Mount. 

Mount Ironman, a hansom but bad-tempered man is rigid, angry, has a lot hatred and opinion about this world. But deeply in his heart, of course there is a soft part, we are all human after all. He is finally moved by this little girl from China whom he has been misunderstood for a long time.  Finally he found out that they have a lot in common, and actually amazingly enough, they can connect on the soul level. “We are the same soul, we share the same soul.” Echo says. She says she knew it when the first time she saw him in front of her front yard, right outside of the lawn… that day was so bright, he wore a old blue jeans and a white shirt, against the virgin blue sky just right in front of her eye,  the virgin blue sky seemed never end. “If not because of the sky, I probably never noticed him”, she recalls later. She knew the connection from the very beginning, she knew it was there before even she met him.  She never expects anything from him, she just wants to give. “I had loved you before I even knew your existence.” She amazingly finds out the secret of her life. There is something about Mount touches her. She sees him; she sees his fragile, sensitive, loving, passionate and compassionate heart through this rigid angry surface. That’s how the story begins. She sees it, so she gives. 

Mount has a contradictory character. He is a moody man, straightforward, angry, extreme, also innocent, sometime like a child. He is an eccentric man, he has a beautiful soft heart. Once he opens himself, all the clouds are dissolving away. He is a mad man from outside, but once he opens his heart, you see a beautiful water stream falling down from an iron giant Mountain. That’s how the two souls come along and finally meet and connect.  

Mr. Ironman finally realized they are the same soul. She helped him heal his wounds and gave him the courage and determination to realize his dream.  Great mind are alike, not on the surface, but definitely deep inside of the ocean. They support each other in the bleakest time. She just wants to give, wants to love him without him loving her back, universal love, unconditional love…and that gives her hope. 

Mount is an artistic, spontaneous,  live-in-the moment type of guy, and he loves adventure. He has no regular job, he is always doing something different everyday, and he has a great hobby, and that’s mountain climbing. After he finally opens his heart to her, long enough 6 months after he lost his right leg while rock climbing, he told her all his past, but it seems too late, it seems no way for him to climb the mountain any more without the leg! How the hell can he do it? Don’t even mention about climb the EVEREST!

Yes, his dream is to climb the Everest, that’s his dream when he was a little boy. But now he no longer has the courage to carry a lifetime dream. When he is in despair and about to give up, Echo is like a morning sun wake him up in the darkest sea. She teaches him how one can achieve what he conceives, she teaches him miracle does exist, she teaches him FEAR is the ONLY obstacle he should overcome, and the MIND is the ONLY way to make him realize his dream, that’s right, not his leg, but his mind.  What matters is not what you do to your body, but what you do to your MIND. Thank God, Mount still has his mind, so he can change his destiny anytime he wants.
In the meantime, Mount’s father is dying and he hasn’t spoken to him for 20 years. He hates his father, the man he thought he probably never forgive. Guilt, fear, resentment all come in his last days. Shall he forgive his father? Well, Echo teaches him a great lesson. 

Echo, a kind sensitive beautiful girl escaped from China three years ago. She lived in the basement of a goods-ship for near two months and finally she came to this foreign land called US.  Her mother died on the way, and they threw her body into the beautiful mother earth ocean we call Pacific,  with twenty other unlucky “escapers”. But she is a survivor. 

Absolutely, an ultimate survivor lives in this city for 3 years now.  A guy name Rob took her home from the street and she lives with him since.  He owns her, he pretty much can do whatever he wants to her, cause her life relies on him. She is just a toy, his toy.  She hates her life, but she can’t leave.  Everything has a cost. He saved her, feeds her, clothes her, houses her, she got listen to him, she has to listen to him.  Of course she can always escape, but to where? She has no money after all. The main thing is she is afraid, afraid to escape, afraid to leave, to be alone again on the street. She is afraid to be homeless again, she is afraid cops question her in the middle of the night,  and she is afraid to be sent back to her own country, no one would comfort her any more in that big crowded land we call People’s republic of China.   Even though she still could work as a dancer, but after all, she has no identity in this country, on one would protect her.  She would rather stay with Rob, the nice kind guy who rapes her every night.  And this is just another hell. She thought all the dreams she had washed away, washed away by the pacific ocean, washed away by the currents of modern life of Los Angeles, the angle city that she only saw on TV, the strange country which she never imaged she would ever come in the way of “escaping”, illegally. 

So she stays with Rob, till one day, the blue sky brought her a rigid handsome man who is destined to change her destiny. 

Her dream and desire and wanting to change comes to the surface when the first moment she sees him. She sees her dream again in a 42 years old stranger’s face, the white man that she has always been dreaming of since last life.  

Echo works in a nightclub as a dancer, a traditional Chinese and modern dance performer, a showgirl. She loves dancing, but she also has a dream, and that is going to Sahara, living in the desert, be a desert woman, let the desert wind blow her gold shinning skin just like the phoenix rebirthing from the ashes. She wants to breathe the desert air, just like Mount Ironman wants to breathe the thinnest air…they share the same soul, they have the same dream, they both are so fascinated by the extremes, the biggest, the highest. 

There is always light coming from the darkest of the ocean, cause HOPE, is what we live for, is what we believe in ourselves so it will come to save us from the prison of life. Echo is destined to leave the prison of her life, leaving the guy treats her badly, quit the club job as a dancer, breath the desert wind and keep the man she loves forever. 

She wants to be a desert phoenix, eternal, never dies, and she knows it is in her heart, cause every time when she thinks about it, she feels the eternity, just like the everlasting sun, and her determined mind on Mount is just part of it, and we called it windflower.  The two souls are finally connected and become one. But the question is: Is this a love story? Is it love between Echo and Mount? Or friendship or both? Or it’s far beyond that, it’s called unconditional love that is part of the universe energy and it comes from the windflowers of both hearts? Well, maybe you can tell me after you watch the movie, or maybe Tom can say something about it after he reads the screenplay. A beautifully written movie is destined to be one of the Tops. 

Windflower, the beautiful ancient windflower, it seems unreachable, but once we open our heart, we see it just lying on the pinnacle light of our heart.  And we did not see it only because we were blind.
