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Maine’s Lakes & Mountains Travel Announcement

It’s Fair and Festival Season in Western Maine 

Maine makes a perfect vacation spot for families all year ‘round. As fall arrives, it’s a great time to look inland with its warmer temperatures, spectacular fall foliage and scenic vistas. Best of all, it’s fair and festival time in Maine. Most fairs and festivals take place in Maine’s rural towns and hamlets, especially the Western Lakes and Mountains Region where there’s…MORE to EXPLORE! 

Maine’s Lakes and Mountains region is made up of many unique communities, each with its own special call to families looking for fun. From small festivals to country fairs, fall is a time to explore the Western Maine.

Events to Check Out: 

September

Greek Festival

One of Maine’s best cultural festivals takes place in September. A celebration of all things Greek, this is a delicious tour of homemade Greek food, especially pastries. Music and dancing will help you burn off the calories. The festival entertains with crafts and many activities for children.

Dates: September 9-10. Holy Trinity Parish, Lewiston, Maine

Region: Androscoggin County Area

Resources: For more information, contact: (207) 783-2249 or (207) 784-9126 
Oxford County Fair

Enjoy real Maine living at the Oxford County Fair. This year marks the 160th Anniversary of this landmark event. In addition to the craft and livestock exhibits (familiar to readers of Maine novelist E.B. White’s Charlotte’s Web), the fair provides a variety of entertainment, from traditional country fair style midways to country music and rock and roll performances. This year you will be captivated by the outstanding voice of young award winning country singer Melissa Lynn. Travel back in time when Maine’s beloved rock band, Motor Booty Affair, graces the stage with their disco beat. Enjoy the comedic styles of nationally renowned comic and Maine storyteller Tim Sample. Bring the whole family to enjoy the fast moving and fun-filled Ed Morris’ Balloon Zoo Supershow.
Don’t leave your spurs and lasso at home, because there is plenty for a cowboy/cowgirl to do at the Oxford County Fair. In addition to the horse, steer and oxen pulls, Razzle Dazzle Line Dancers and nightly bull riding performances, there will be a “Wanna Be a Cowboy” session held Wednesday through Saturday. 

Dates: September 14-17 

Region: Oxford Hills Area

Resources: www.oxfordcountyfair.com for a full schedule of events

9th Annual Bethel Harvest Fest and “Chowdah” Cook-Off

Fall is all about preparing for winter. You owe it to yourself to check out the 9th Annual Bethel Harvest Fest and “Chowdah” Cook-off. This event draws Mainers and visitors alike in search of the authentic flavors of Maine. Be sure to bring your appetite, because there will be “chowdah” cook-offs, apple pie contests and other traditional Maine food. In between tasting treats, be sure to check out the wide variety of arts & crafts, demonstrations and woodcarving. Don’t leave without first stopping by some of Bethel’s beautiful orchards to pick some apples to make your own apple pie. 

Date: September 17, Bethel Town Common and surrounding area. 9:00AM - 4:00PM 

Region: Bethel Area

Resources: Additional details at www.bethelmaine.com
Brewers Festival

Lovers of craft-brewed beers will love this one-day festival devoted to the best Maine has to offer. The Brewers Festival in Casco features well-known and little-known beers from Maine’s Craft Brewing Industry and wines from Blacksmiths Winery. Enjoy live entertainment by Denny Breau, Anni Clark and the Dave Rowe Trio. Food from Blackhorse Tavern, Bray’s Brew Pub and the Bridgton Lions Club will be close at hand. The event also includes an artisans’ fair. 

Admission prices are $5 non-drinker, $18 for 10 free beer tickets and a souvenir glass (prepay), $22 at the door, children under 10 free.
Date: September 17. Casco Days Park, Casco, Maine

Region: Greater Windham

Resources: Additional details at www.lakesbrewfest.com
October

Apple Festival

Maine apples grow crisp in the cool night air and warm afternoons of fall. The Apple Festival celebrates the fall harvest. Enjoy a variety of crafts and homemade baked goods like grandma used to make and are still made here. Live music, apple pressing and chain saw carving demonstrations by the Made Whittle and the Maine Woods Whittler are just a few of the attractions. The beef stew luncheon begins at 11AM. Don’t be late.

Date: October 1, Good Shepherd Episcopal Church, Rangeley, Maine. 9:00AM to 3:00PM

Region: Rangeley Area

Resources: For more information, contact: 207-864-5595 or mtnlakes@rangeley.org
Fall Festival at Lost Valley

Keep the children entertained and enjoy the area with all of its beauty at the Fall Festival at Lost Valley Ski Area. Just five minutes from downtown Auburn, Lost Valley suggests a more wilderness location. During the day, flip out at the cheerleading demo or enjoy tunes from a live DJ. Children can also enjoy a variety of games, activities and face painting. For the older children, there will be video games and a paint-balling booth. The fun also includes chairlifts to the orchard at the top of the mountain, where more activities will be provided. For those not so fond of heights, take a hayride through the woods. Prizes will be given throughout the day.

Date: October 2, Lost Valley Ski Area, Auburn Maine, 10AM-4PM Region: Lewiston-Auburn Area

Resources: For more information: www.lostvalleyski.com
Fryeburg Fair

Maine’s largest agricultural fair celebrates its 155th year with more fun than ever. The traditional country fair presents a long list of activities including exhibit halls, a museum, harness racing and livestock shows, water wheel park, Christmas tree park, strolling entertainers, Hayseed Theater and much, much more. Every evening features performances from popular artists including John Cafferty, Bruce Marshall Group, Don Campbell Band, Chad Burdick, Debbie Meyers and Darryl Worley.

Dates: October 2- 9, Fryeburg, Maine

Region: Greater Bridgton Area

Resources: For all activities and a schedule of events visit www.fryeburgfair.com
Bethel Fall Festival

Bethel keeps the festival season going October 9 and 10 when the Sunday River Ski Resort hosts the Bethel Fall Festival. Enjoy the peak of Maine’s foliage season with breath taking views on a chairlift ride. Once at the top enjoy the vistas of Sunday River Valley. 

The 21st Annual Blue Mountain Arts and Crafts Festival, held together with the Fall Festival, showcases a variety of regional artists, who create paintings, photography, fine woodworking, jewelry and more.

On Saturday, Sunday River hosts a free outdoor concert featuring some of the biggest bands in New England. Enjoy beer tasting, featuring two samples from a selection of Redhook’s brews, as well as a commemorative glass.

The highlight of the Fall Festival is the nationally infamous Annual North American Wife Carrying Contest hosted by Redhook. The contest is not just limited to wives. Girlfriends and other adult females can also be carried through the obstacle course full of hurdles, water obstacles and cheering or jeering onlookers. The winner receives his wife’s weight in beer plus five times her weight in cash and an opportunity to participate in the World Championship.
On Sunday morning, wake early to participate in the 7th Annual Summit challenge. Whether you run, walk or hike to the summit of Locke Mountain from South Ridge Base lodge, you will receive a free t-shirt and goodie bag. All proceeds benefit the Sunday River Ski Club. Applications and additional information can be downloaded at the Sunday River website. 

Dates: October 9-10

Region: Bethel Area

Resources: Additional details at www.sundayriver.com
20th Annual Christmas in New England Craft Show

This is big. The 20th Annual Christmas in New England Craft Show has expanded to two weekends. The traveling show is widely known as one of the ”Best Craft Shows in Maine.” You can find quality Maine crafts from a unique selection of craftsmen. 

Dates: October 15 – 16 and November 5- 6, Lewiston Armory, Lewiston, Maine. 10AM-4PM 

Region: Lewiston-Auburn Area

Resources: For more information visit www.newenglandcraftfairs.com
Barn Again! Celebrating an American Icon 

The Smithsonian Institution’s traveling exhibit, “Barn Again! Celebrating an American Icon,” makes a stop in one of the most beautiful areas of Maine. The hamlet of Bethel, surrounded by purple mountains with architecture seemingly locked in time from a different age, is just one of three sites in Maine to host the exhibit. The exhibit includes extensive information about the history, architecture and preservation of barns and includes a showcase of Maine barns, farming and artifacts. The exhibit will only be there until October 22, so be sure not to miss your opportunity to get a peak into America’s history. 
Dates: Now through October 22 at the Bethel Historical Society. Open Tuesday through Sunday, 1:00PM-4:00PM

Region: Bethel Area

Resources: Additional details at the Bethel Historical Society’s website www.bethelhistorical.org.
November 

Oxford Hills Chamber of Commerce Christmas Parade
The holiday spirit begins at the Oxford Hills Chamber of Commerce Christmas Parade. The event is always held the Sunday following Thanksgiving, rain, snow or shine. Line up early so you can catch the largest Christmas parade in Maine spanning nearly 3 miles and lasting over two hours. The parade begins in South Paris’ market square and concludes in downtown Norway. This year over two dozen floats, as well as bands, clowns and performers, will participate in this moving festival of the season. Performers, dancers and jugglers stop throughout the parade route to show of there skills. A surprise is in store for the kids as Santa wraps up the parade. 

Date: November 26

Region: Oxford Hills Area

Resources: Additional details at the Oxford Hills Chamber of Commerce website: www.oxfordhillsmaine.com
Local Wares Fair

With the holidays fast approaching check out the Local Wares Fair. Shop for unique Christmas presents at this festival full of true hometown craft and locally handcrafted items. 
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Date: November 25, Bethel Inn Conference Center, 9:00AM-4:00PM

Region: Bethel Area

Resources: For more information, contact the Bethel Area Chamber of Commerce 207-824-2282 or www.bethelmaine.com
Festival of Lights

On the shoreline of Sebago Lake, the beautiful town of Bridgton celebrates the coming of the Christmas Season with the Parade of Lights. This year’s theme is “Maine’s Winter Wonderland”. The town Christmas tree lighting will end the evening’s activities.

Date: November 25, Downtown Bridgton, Bridgton, Maine

Region: Greater Bridgton Area

Resources: For more information, contact info@mainelakeschamber.com
