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Plan Your Leaf Season Drive to Maine’s Lakes & Mountains 

Fall foliage turns the purple mountains of Maine into a riot of colors, from bright yellows to mellow oranges to brick reds. With gasoline prices soaring, the best way to absorb the colors of Maine is with a well-planned itinerary. We have selected scenic drives with incredible views and suggestions for a full day of fun in the Lakes and Mountains Region of Maine, where there’s so much MORE to EXPLORE! 

Maine’s Lakes and Mountain Region is made up of many unique communities, each with its own special call to adventurous families. Whether you’re hunting down cultural events or outdoor thrills, the Western Mountains of Maine have it all! Due to early season weather conditions, this year’s fall foliage season is predicted to be one of the most beautiful on record.

Androscoggin County 

Why Families Love It: The Franco-American communities of Lewiston and Auburn are the gateway to Western Maine. Known for their mills, where thousands of workers created blankets, shoes and goods that protected soldiers in the Civil War, the twin-cities were once the most beautiful in the northeast. Redevelopment of the mills and cities is revitalizing the area, as many new shops are again lining the main streets. Take a walk along the river and see the foliage reflected in the calm waters of the Androscoggin River. The Thorncrag Bird Sanctuary is also located in Lewiston with 310 acres of wildlife preserve.

Best Time To Go: Fall is a beautiful time to explore the cities and outskirts, with its crisp mornings and clear nights.

Best Indoor Adventure: Lewiston-Auburn is home to many beautiful churches. Most notable is Saints Peter and Paul Church - the second largest church in New England and recently named a minor basilica by Rome. Built to serve the French-Canadians, who had immigrated to work in the mills, the church was completed in 1906. Completely renovated in 2001, the church still offers one mass in French each week. With towers that rise 168 feet and a magnificent rose window modeled after the Cathedral at Chartres, the church is truly a masterpiece. You’ll also want to stop into the Bates Mill and see the Museum L-A, a testament to the generations of workers that wove millions of yards of fabric for a growing nation.

Best Souvenir: Quaint shopping and growing retail abound. In Auburn, you’ll find Rysen on Main Street, with beautiful local and imported goods and a great selection of wines. Around the Auburn Mall, there are national retail chains and small emporiums. In Lewiston, at the end of Lisbon Street, Zimmies offers a wide selection of comic books, graphic novels and collectables. Next door, Twin City Boarders serves the growing skateboard population (a new state of the art skate park is scheduled to begin construction in Lewiston soon. More details at the shop.) 
Best Drive:

Start out on Route 4 north and take a left onto Lake Shore Drive. Meander along this road for about 3 miles enjoying the scenery of Lake Auburn until the road ends. Take a left on North Auburn Road and follow it south for about 1 1/2 miles, which becomes West Auburn Road. Continue for about 2 miles following the western edge of the lake. Turn left onto Summer Street. At the yield, bear left continuing on Summer Street. At the fork in the road, bear left onto Mt. Auburn Avenue and follow past Mt. Auburn Cemetery and shops. At the second light, turn right onto Turner Street. Follow Turner Street to the next light – be sure to stay in the left lane - and continue straight on Turner Street. At second light, turn left onto Route 202. As you go over the bridge into Lewiston, be sure to view the Androscoggin River Falls. 

Welcome to the Twin Cities! Notice all the mills that were once powered by the Androscoggin River. While in town, visit the Franco-American Heritage Center at St. Mary’s Church by taking a right onto Lincoln Street (once over the bridge) and then a quick right onto Cross Street, before taking a left onto Oxford Street. The Heritage Center is located at the corner of Oxford and Cedar Streets. From there, explore the Thorncrag Bird Sanctuary by turning left onto Lincoln Street and taking a right onto Chestnut Street. Turn left onto Lisbon Street and make a quick right turn onto Pine Street, for about a mile. Turn onto Sabattus Street (Route 126) for about a mile and take a left onto Highland Spring Road at Hannaford’s Supermarket. The entrance to the sanctuary is at the end of Highland Spring Road and is less than a quarter of a mile.

Estimated Length: 20 Miles

Estimated Time: 1 hour

Additional Resources:
Androscoggin Chamber of Commerce: www.androscoggincounty.com/
Thorncrag Bird Sanctuary: www.avcnet.org/stanton/thorncrg.htm
Saints Peter and Paul Cathedral: www.lachances.net/quebec/lewiston/church/church.html
Museum L-A: www.androscoggincounty.com/visitor/galleries.html
Rysen: www.rysen.net/
Franco-American Heritage Center: www.francoamericanheritage.org/
Twin City Boarders: www.twincityboarders.com/
BETHEL AREA

Why Families Love It:  

· Nestled in Maine’s Appalachian Mountains, Bethel is a year-round mountain village with outdoor adventure opportunities for family members of all ages. The historic downtown village features a tree-lined common with many restaurants and shops filled with Maine-made gifts and other unique items. During the winter months, Bethel is a premier alpine and Nordic skiing destination.  
· The fall months offer visitors as many, if not more, activities than winter, including fishing, boating, hiking, walking trails and cycling. For more Bethel fun enjoy the 8th Annual Bethel Harvest Fest and Chowdah Cook-off, the Bethel Fall Festival, and Barn Again! Celebrating an American Icon. Golfers will love Bethel’s two golf courses, Bethel Inn Resort and Country Club (www.bethelinn.com) and Sunday River Golf Club (www.sundayrivergolf.com). Meanwhile, the kids will love the BIG Adventure Center’s laser tag, mini golf, water slides, rock climbing gym, and bowling lanes (www.bigadventure.com).
· While in downtown Bethel, be sure to check out the Bethel Historical Society’s Regional History Center with its 18th and 19th Century collections in nine rooms. Just up the road is the Sunday River Bridge, built in 1872, also known as the Artist’s Bridge because of its reputation as being the most painted and photographed covered bridge in the state. Follow Route 26 into Grafton Notch State Park with its 42 miles of hiking trails and excellent foliage views. 
Best Time To Go: Anytime! Bethel is truly a year-round destination with seasonal adventures awaiting your arrival. Fall foliage surrounds the village with viewpoints nearly everywhere along the roads into and out of town.

Best Souvenirs: The Region is one of the world’s richest sources of gems and minerals including amethyst, aquamarine, tourmaline, and topaz. Displays of specimens and jewelry created from them can be found in area gem shops like Mt. Mann Jewelry Shop (www.mtmann.com) located on Main Street. Rock hounding in one of the area’s quarries can be a fun and educational way to experience the unusual geology of this region. Perham’s of West Paris (http://homepage.mac.com/rasprague/PegShop/perham.html) opens its quarries to the public. Fun for the whole family, visitors can keep whatever specimens they find free of charge!
Best Outdoors Adventure: With plenty of wildlife watching, hiking, bicycling and foliage viewing, there is enough to surely please everyone in the family. Grafton Notch State Park has 42 miles of hiking trails over 3,000 acres. With stunning views and the Appalachian Mountains range running through the park, Grafton Notch is a fall foliage viewer’s delight. 

Best Scenic Drive: Maine State Scenic Byway – State Route 26 
Start in Bethel and head north to Route 26/2 for about 4 miles to the Sunday River Bridge. Built in 1872, the Sunday River Bridge is also known as the Artist’s Bridge, because it is the most painted and photographed of all the covered bridges in Maine. The Sunday River Ski and Golf Resort is just a couple miles away. Continue onto Route 26/2 for about 5 miles to the town of Newry. Drive along Route 26, as it follows the Bear River, past the Steep Falls Preserve with its 24 acres of cascades, pools and 150 foot drop over the falls. It is located on a gravel road just before the Wight Brook Bridge. Continue along Route 26 for about 8 miles until you reach the 3,112 acre Grafton Notch State Park, with its 42 miles of hiking trails, excellent foliage views and Appalachian Mountains. Along Route 26, you will also find Mother Walker Falls, a 43 foot gorge cut out of two different kinds of bedrock over 14,000 years ago and Screw Auger Falls, both carved by glaciers. Continue on Route 26 and you will enter the town of Upton before crossing into the New Hampshire border and into the 8,700 acre Umbagog State Park.  
Estimated Length: 20 miles

Estimated Time: 40 minutes
Additional Resources: 
Bethel Chamber of Commerce: www.bethelmaine.com
Sunday River Ski Resort: www.sundayriver.com
Mt. Abram: www.skimtabram.com
Black Mountain: www.skiblackmtnofme.org
Big Adventure Games: www.bigadventure.com
Grafton Notch State Park: www.state.me.us/cgi-bin/doc/parks/find_one_name.pl?park_id=1
Sunday River Bridge: www.maine.gov/mdot/covered-bridges/artists.php
Bethel Inn & Country Club: www.bethelinn.com
Sunday River Golf: www.sundayrivergolf.com
Bethel Historical Society: www.bethelhistorical.org/
Mt. Mann Jewelry Shop: www.mtmann.com
Perham’s: http://homepage.mac.com/rasprague/PegShop/perham.html
Greater Bridgton

Why Families Love It: On your way up to Bridgton, you’ll pass the Songo River Queen at the intersection between Long Lake and Brandy Pond. Stop and take the tour. A replica of the Mississippi River Stern Paddle Wheelers, the Songo River Queen offers beautiful tours up the Songo River, through the Songo River locks, two swing bridges and offers views of sunsets and Mount Washington. Approximately 18 miles away just before the town of Fryeburg is the Hemlock Bridge, a covered bridge built in 1857. And right down the road are some popular ski mountains, such as Pleasant Mountain with trails and views of the White Mountains. This area also offers hiking, canoeing on the Saco River, golfing and antique shopping. 

Best Time To Go: Fall is a wonderful season here, with plenty of antique shopping, golfing, fishing and hunting, the time is perfect.

Best Outdoor Adventure: Cruising along on the Songo River Queen, a replica of a Mississippi paddleboat, checking out the fall foliage and Mount Washington is an experience not soon to be forgotten.  

Best Souvenir: With plenty of antique shops around, you are sure to pick up a historic souvenir. 
Best Scenic Drive: 

Begin in Naples, travel north on Route 302 along the western shore of Long Lake and check out the Songo River Queen (a replica of the Mississippi River Stern Paddle Wheelers) offering beautiful tours aboard their boat at the intersection of Long Lake and Brandy Pond. Open from July until Labor Day, the Songo River Queen offers views of Mount Washington, sunsets, up the Songo River, through the Songo River Locks and two swing bridges. Follow Route 302 for 9 miles as it takes you into Bridgton. This road will lead you past Pleasant Mountain, with trails and views of the White Mountains. Be sure to stop and see the famous covered Hemlock Bridge, the oldest covered bridge in the state built in 1857. Stay on Route 302 from Bridgton heading toward Fryeburg for about 9 miles before making a right turn onto Hemlock Bridge Road. About 5 miles from the intersection, turn right onto Route 5 north for about 3 miles into the town of Lovell. Take Route 93 for 5 1/2 miles before Route 93 turns southeast for 8 1/2 miles skirting the edge of Highland Lake back into the town of Bridgton.  

Estimated Length: 40 miles

Estimated Time: 1 hour

Additional Resources:

Greater Bridgton Chamber of Commerce: www.mainelakeschamber.com/
Songo River Queen: www.songoriverqueen.net/
Hemlock Bridge: www.maine.gov/mdot-stage/covered-bridges/hemlock.php
Pleasant Mountain: www.a1trails.com/hiking/me/pleasant.html
Shawnee Peak: www.shawneepeak.com/

FRANKLIN COUNTY 
Why Families Love It: The many small towns of Franklin County have a rural charm demonstrated by numerous fairs that take place nearly year-round. One of the most exciting is the Franklin County Fair, held the third week of September. At this country fair, hundreds in the community fill exhibition halls with fresh, local produce, various arts and crafts and demonstrations by local businesses. Also on display are livestock shows, horse racing, rides, games and treats for children. Be sure to visit Mt. Blue State Park, with over 5,000 acres of campgrounds, trails, camping and picnic areas.

Best Time To Go: The area rejoices in the fall when the foliage is fully bursting with crimson and gold and the fairs are in full swing.

Best Outdoor Adventure: A horseback ride through Mt. Blue State Park, while checking out the beautiful fall foliage, is in order. The area also offers biking, canoeing, fishing, golfing, hiking, hunting, tennis, camping, boating and swimming.

Best Souvenir: A picture says 1,000 words from the top of any one of our famous mountains, such as Temple Mountain, Saddleback Ski Area, Sugarloaf/USA, Mt. Blue State Park and Hedgehog Hill. You’ll find many small retail shops with local goods along the byways of this region. Slow down, stop in and enjoy a retail experience you can only find in Maine.

Best Scenic Drive:

Start in Farmington and take Route 2/4 southwest for just over 8 miles into the town of Wilton. Pick up Route 156 northwest and stay on this route for about 14 miles into the town of Weld, passing Mt. Blue State Park. Mt. Blue State Park offers over 5,000 acres of campgrounds, trails, camping and picnic areas and a beautiful sandy beach. There are trails for hikers, mountain bikers, ATV and horseback riders as well. In the town of Weld, get onto Route 142 north for about 6 miles before it turns into Route 4 heading southeast toward the town of Phillips for 8 1/2 miles. Continue into the town of Strong. Make a left turn onto Route 145 north before making a quick turn onto Route 234 east (Norton Hill Road). Follow Route 234 as it passes Porter Lake for about 5 1/2 miles before taking Route 27 south for 7 1/2 miles, when it combines with Route 4 heading back into Farmington for the last 2 1/2 miles. Along the way, there are numerous roadside turnoffs, rest stops and parks as well as campgrounds to check out.

Estimated Length: 55 miles
Estimated Time: 70 minutes

Additional resources:

Franklin County Chamber of Commerce: www.farmingtonchamber.org/
Saddleback Ski Area: www.saddlebackmaine.com/
Sugarloaf/USA: www.sugarloaf.com/summer/
Mt. Blue State Park: www.state.me.us/cgi-bin/doc/parks/find_one_name.pl?park_id=18

Jay/Livermore/Livermore Falls

Why Families Love It: A beautiful condensed scenic drive, the Franklin Heritage Loop includes the towns of Livermore, Livermore Falls, Farmington, Rangeley and Rumford. With numerous fresh produce and roadside stands, the road leading to the Norlands Living History Center is sure to please. The Norlands Living History Center is a 445 acre farm highlighting the difficulties of 19th century New England life, where the visitor becomes an active participant in the daily life of a person during the times. Go for a ride on Route 4 for a trip around Mt. Blue State Park, Mt. Blue, Lake Webb, Pope Mountain, Blueberry Mountain, Beaver Mountain and Tumbledown Mountain. Along the way, stop in at the Rangeley Lake State Park (May 15th-October 1st) with its 869 acres and the 10 square miles Rangeley Lake with swimming, fishing, boating, camping, hiking and 50 campsites.    

Best Time To Go: Rangeley Lake State Park is tough to beat in the fall. Imagine the views of the orange, brown and red leaves as they reflect off the 10 square miles of Rangeley Lake. 

Best Outdoor Adventure: At the Norlands Living History Center you can partake in the daily and seasonal housework and farming much like the settlers in the 1800s.

Best Souvenir: There are plenty of souvenirs from the 1800s to delight even the youngest of your travelers. From fudge to old kitchen accessories, there is more than enough to go around from the Norlands Living History Center. 

Best Scenic Drive:

The condensed Franklin Heritage Loop is a smaller version of the official Franklin Heritage Loop that includes the towns of Livermore, Livermore Falls, Farmington, Rangeley and Rumford. Follow Route 4 (Federal Road) with its many farms and produce stands on your way into Livermore. Just before the town of Livermore, take a right onto Boothby Road for 1 1/3 miles. Turn left onto Norlands Road for 1 1/2 miles before reaching the Norlands Living History Center, highlighting the difficulties of 19th century New England life, where the visitor can participate in farming and housework much like in the 1800’s. Stay on the main road as it turns into Water Hills Road for about 2 miles until it connects back to Route 4 into the town of Livermore. Continue to Livermore Falls to Route 133 (Franklin Road). Head north on Route 133 for about 15 miles toward Farmington until Route 133 connects back to Route 4, also known as Route 2. Follow until you reach Farmington, home of one of America’s top colleges - the University of Maine at Farmington. 

Stay on Route 4 west for about 40 miles for a trip around Mt. Blue State Park, Lake Webb, Mt. Blue, Pope Mountain, Blueberry Mountain, Beaver Mountain and Tumbledown Mountain. Turn off Route 4 and onto South Shore Road for about 7 1/2 miles, which will take you past Rangeley Lake State Park and Rangeley Lake, with swimming, fishing, boating, camping, hiking available. Stay on South Shore Road to connect to Route 17 south (Swift River Road) also named State 2 and River Road for about 29 miles. Turn off Route 17 onto Route 108 by using North Main Street. Follow Route 108 for 11 miles into the town of Canton and drive another 6 miles past Lake Anasagunticook, connecting back onto Route 4 north. Follow Route 4 back into the town of Livermore Falls past Round Pond and Long Pond and along the Androscoggin River.

Estimated Length: 115 miles

Estimated Time: 3 hours

Additional Resources:
Jay, Livermore, Livermore Falls Chamber of Commerce: www.jay-livermore-lf.org
Norlands Living History Center: www.norlands.org/
Mt. Blue State Park: www.state.me.us/cgi-bin/doc/parks/find_one_name.pl?park_id=18
Rangeley Lake State Park: www.state.me.us/cgi-bin/doc/parks/find_one_name.pl?park_id=25
University of Maine Farmington: www.umf.maine.edu
Oxford Hills

Why Families Love It: The autumn hills are alive with the sound of music, live theater and even vaudeville! Oxford Hills is truly an artist’s haven with three performing arts venues including Odd Fellow Theater in Buckfield, home to the eccentric and outrageous vaudevillian group, The Odd Company; Deertrees Theater in Harrison; and The Celebration Barn Theater in Paris, founded by world-renown performing artist, Tony Montanaro. Each venue has a full calendar of eclectic performances from musical concerts to juggling throughout the fall. 

Best Time To Go: With its many hardwood-covered hills, fall is certainly the most exciting time to visit Oxford Hills. Oxford Hills has much to offer such as the Cornwall Nature Preserve and Snow Falls, with spectacular views, cascades and large gorge. The historical district on Main Street in downtown Norway steps back in time, yet offers up-to-date shopping too. It gets a bit chilly, so be sure to bundle up with a sweater or coat as you check out the Ordway Grove Picnic Area, known for its 200-year-old White Pine trees, hiking trails and picnic spots.

Best Souvenirs: For the kids, it has got to be juggling balls and some newly developed vaudevillian skills. Lessons are offered at several of the theaters. For the whole family, take home the taste of a Maine fall with some apple cider, pumpkins and plenty of canned fruits and jams. 

Best Outdoors Adventure: For kids who have energy to burn, we suggest hiking. There’s even a trail called Mount Tire’m! The trails are accessible and the rewards are plenty with splendid views of the area’s lakes and ponds. Be on the lookout for fossils, gems, wild life and fall foliage.

Best Scenic Drives: 

Begin in Norway and get onto Route 26/117 looking for signs that say Paris Hill Road, take a right. Here you will find the Cornwall Nature Preserve with available picnic spots. Paris Hill is an 18th and 19th century neighborhood designated a National Historic District, including Abraham Lincoln’s Vice President, Hannibal Hamlin’s, birthplace. Follow Route 26 almost 9 miles to Route 219. Follow the Little Androscoggin River into West Paris to Snow Falls. Snow Falls offers spectacular views, cascades and a large gorge. At the intersection of Routes 26 and 219 in West Paris is Trap Corner, known for its mineral deposits, such as tourmaline, gold and garnet. Follow Route 219 for about 5 1/2 miles out of West Paris into Greenwood. Then follow Greenwood Road, which skirts Lake Pennesseewassee, about 7 1/2 miles back onto Route 118 east into Norway, approximately another 3 miles. On your way back into town, take a left onto Pleasant Street and follow for one mile to the Ordway Grove Picnic, known for its 200 year-old White Pine trees, hiking trails and picnic spots. After lunch, turn around and head back onto Route 118 and into the town of Norway, where the Main Street has been designated a historic district. Finally, get onto Route 26 heading south for about 5 1/2 miles, turn left onto Route 121 and drive for about one mile into downtown Oxford.
Estimated Length: 40 miles


Estimated Times: 1 hour

Additional Resources: 

Oxford Hills Chamber of Commerce: www.oxfordhillsmaine.com/
Oddfellow Theater: www.oddfellow.com/index.html
Deertrees Theater: www.deertreestheatre.org/
Celebration Barn Theater: http://celebrationbarn.com/index.html
Cornwall Nature Preserve & Ordway Groove: www.avcog.org/visit_driving.php
Snow Falls: www.newenglandwaterfalls.com/
Rangeley Lakes

Why Families Love It: Enjoy the ultimate outdoor experience on the lakes, ponds, rivers and streams composing the Rangeley Lakes Region. There are numerous opportunities for ATVs on 50 miles of exhilarating trails through rich forests and vast open fields and hundreds of miles of mountain biking on gravel and logging roads. For a quieter escape, the Rangeley Lakes Region contains some of the most scenic fly-fishing in Maine. Salmon and trout are in abundance at Rangeley, Mooselookmeguntic, and Kennebago Lakes. Leisurely hiking trails and a family campsite are the ideal way to interact with the diverse Maine wildlife. The most popular trails for hiking are Bald Mountain Trail and the Appalachian Trail. The most family friendly camping can be found in the Rangeley Lakes State Park and Mt. Blue State Park. In these areas, nearly every bird in the northeast can be spotted. Moose and deer roam freely in most parts of the Rangeley Lakes Region providing ideal photo opportunities. 

Best Time To Go: The Rangeley Lakes Region is the perfect outdoor experience during all four seasons. Fall is perhaps the most beautiful season with bright, lush foliage. It’s also a great time for fly-fishing and scenic hiking. The two golf courses in the area, Evergreen Golf Course and Mingo Springs Golf Course, both offer great late-season rounds of golf. 

Best Outdoor Adventure: For the adventuresome, the Dead River provides some of the longest and most challenging whitewater rafting and kayaking in Maine. The expansive Rangeley, Richardson, and Mooselookmeguntic Lakes are perfect for canoeing and sail boating. 

Best Souvenirs: The best things in life are free in Rangeley! We suggest bringing a camera to photograph wildlife. These souvenir photos will last a lifetime and provide memories for years to come.

Good To Know: This year marks Rangeley’s 150-year anniversary. www.rangeleymaine.com

Best Scenic Drive:

Start in Rangeley on Route 4/16 west for 6 1/2 miles as it passes Dodge Pond and Mingo Springs Golf Course, before making a left hand turn onto Route 17 south for 4 miles, which trails the western edge of Rangeley Lake. As you cruise down Route 17, Mooselookmeguntic Lake is just to the left. Make sure to keep your eyes out for moose, because you are sure to see one. Turn onto South Shore Road and don’t hesitate to stop at the Rangeley Lake State Park. With numerous activities and beautiful sites, Rangeley Lake State Park is sure to please. Continue onto South Shore Road as it connects into Route 4 for 7 1/2 miles. Take Route 4 north for 4 miles as it heads back into town. 

Estimated Length: 22 miles

Estimated Time: 1 hour

Additional Resources: 

Rangeley Chamber of Commerce: www.rangeleymaine.com/
Rangeley Lake State Park: www.state.me.us/cgi-in/doc/parks/find_one_name.pl?park_id=25
Mooselookmeguntic Lake: www.byways.org/browse/byways/13830/places/15022/
Bald Mountain Trail: http://hikenh.netfirms.com/TDBaldAn.htm
Kennebago Lake: www.grantscamps.com/flyfishing.htm
Mt. Blue State Park: www.state.me.us/cgi-bin/doc/parks/find_one_name.pl?park_id=18
Evergreen Golf Course and Mingo Springs Golf Course: www.eustismaine.com/golf.html
Richardson Lake: www.state.me.us/cgi-bin/doc/parks/find_one_name.pl?park_id=63
RIVER VALLEY AREA
Why Families Love It: Families love the River Valley Area, because of all the valley has to offer. From historic buildings, tree-lined streets, village greens, white-steeple churches and country stores, to panning for gold and looking over the Pennacook Falls, the highest falls east of Niagra Falls. From Mt. Blue State Park with over 5,000 acres of campgrounds, trails, camping and picnic areas to the Lovejoy Covered Bridge, built in 1868, the River Valley has it all. Riding on horseback through Mt. Blue State Park check out the beautiful fall foliage should definitely be on your list as should the activities of biking, canoeing, fishing, golfing, hiking, hunting, tennis, camping, boating and swimming.
Best Time To Go: There’s nothing like viewing the fall foliage in Maine from your car. Driving through these scenic back roads will put a smile on your face, a leaf in your pocket and a picture to show your friends back home the experience of a lifetime. 

Best Outdoor Adventure: For those of you that think gold can only be found in California, head on over to the town of Byron and try your luck panning for gold and prospecting in Coos Canyon along the Swift River.

Best Souvenirs: Find a gold nugget and head across the street to the Ole Prospector Mineral & Gift Shoppe. If your nugget is over three ounces, you can get a photo in the famous “The Big Nugget Book” along with other gold diggers.

Best Scenic Drive:

Follow Route 140 past Lake Anasagunticook into Canton. In the town of Canton, take Route 108 northwest and follow for 7 1/2 miles into the town of Peru. Stay on Route 108 for another 7 1/2 miles into the towns of Mexico and Rumford. Route 108 will turn into Route 2. Follow Route 2 for about 10 1/2 miles into Hanover. For those who enjoy fishing, trout and salmon can be caught in the spring waters that feed into the over 100 foot deep Howard Pond. After shopping around in Hanover for awhile, retrace your steps along Route 2 for about a mile before heading up Route 5 north for 11 miles into the town of Andover. 
Located in South Andover is the Lovejoy Covered Bridge. Built in 1868, it spans 70 feet across the Ellis River. After entering the town of Andover, turn right onto Route 120. Follow for about 1/2 a mile and take a left turn onto South Arm Road. Follow South Arm Road for 2 1/2 miles before it turns into Byron Road. Follow Byron Road for 3 miles, before making a left onto Easter Hill Road for 3 miles. 
Try your luck in prospecting for gold in Coos Canyon along the Swift River in the town of Byron. There are two possible routes. The first option is to take Route 17 south toward Roxbury for 4 1/2 miles and then follow Route 17 for 10 miles into the town of Mexico and Rumford. Mexico offers fishing, hiking and boating during the fall months. Rumford is located in the heart of the logging and paper industry, perfect for viewing the fall foliage. Be sure to shop at the Rumford Shoppers Island, created by the Androscoggin River and a Canal, “The Island” has restaurants, gift shops, financial services, retail stores and plenty of Maine Souvenirs. 
The second option is to take Weld Road, which turns into Byron Road, for 10 miles until turning onto Route 142. Follow Route 142 for 2 1/4 miles before reaching the town of Weld. Stay on Route 142 as you skirt along Lake Webb towards Mt. Blue State Park.
If you decide to head toward Mt. Blue State Park make sure you enjoy the scenery before taking Route 142 south about 6 1/2 miles into Carthage and another 6 miles into Dixfield, home of the famous “Bullrock” the moose. “Bullrock” is a life sized carving of a Maine moose out of a 150 year old white pine log.

Estimated Length: 90 miles

Estimated Time: 2 1/2 hours

Additional Resources: 

River Valley Chamber of Commerce: http://www.rivervalleychamber.com/
Gold Digging: http://gonewengland.about.com/cs/mainesightseeing/a/aacooscanyon.htm
Mt. Blue State Park: http://www.state.me.us/cgi-bin/doc/parks/find_one_name.pl?park_id=18
Lovejoy Covered Bridge: http://www.maine.gov/mdot-stage/covered-bridges/lovejoy.php
Oakdale Golf Course: http://golfcourseportal.com/db_clients/10830.php
Sebago Lakes

Why Families Love It: There’s a lot to love near and around the Sebago Lake Region, with its nine lakes and ponds. Beautiful Sebago Lake offers 46 square miles, 1,300-acre Sebago Lake State Park and Point Sebago Golf Course. Open from May 1st to October 15th, the park offers panoramic views of fall foliage. Just south of Sebago Lake is Long Lake and Brandy Pond. At the intersection between the two, you will find the Songo River Queen (open from July to Labor Day), which provides tours of the beautiful foliage on the water. The Songo River Queen goes up the Songo River, through the Songo River locks and two swing bridges. Just a couple miles up the road is the famous Babbs Bridge. A covered bridge originally built in 1864 that was later burned in 1973. The new bridge was built in 1976 and has become a popular destination, as it passes over the Presumscott River.  

Best Time To Go: The foliage climbs the hillsides and mountains surrounding the lakes giving incredible views of crimson and gold. The view is equally spectacular on top of Tumbledown Mountain. 

Best Outdoor Adventure: Hands down, hanging out on Sebago Lake is an experience family members will not soon forget.

Best Souvenir: How can you go wrong with googly-eyed rocks (widely available) or state of Maine magnets? You’ll find lots of retail shopping available along the route.

Best Scenic Drive:

Head north on Route 4 into the town of Windham. Turn left on to Route 302 for about 12 miles (10th Mountain Division Highway) and follow it northwest along the eastern shore of the 46 square mile Sebago Lake and Jordan Bay. Route 302 will wrap around the northern edge of Sebago Lake, Point Sebago Golf Course (where some of Maine’s best golfing can be found), and Sebago Lake State Park with its 1,300 acres of stunning views (open from May 1st- October 15th). Route 302 will take you into the town of Naples, where at the crossroad between Long Lake and Brandy Pond, you can go for a ride on the Songo River Queen, which offers beautiful tours of the foliage in the fall (open from July to Labor Day). From Route 302 connect to Route 11/ 114 south, which will take you along Trickey Pond, Sebago Cove and the western edge of Sebago Lake for about 15 miles. At the intersection of Route 11/114 and Route 35, follow Route 35 northeast for about 1 1/2 miles before taking Route 237 east (Sebago Lake Road) for about 2 miles to Wilson Road. Stay on Wilson Road for about 1 1/4 miles before taking a right onto Hurricane Road, which will bring you to the famous covered Babbs Bridge. Stay on Hurricane Road for 3/4 of a mile before taking a right and connecting to Route 202 (River Road). Drive along Route 202 south for about 1 1/2 miles until you meet up with Route 4, taking you back into Windham.

Estimated Length: 35 miles

Estimated Time: 1 hour

Additional Resources:

Sebago Lakes Region Chamber of Commerce: www.sebagolakeschamber.org 
Sebago Lake: www.state.me.us/cgi-bin/doc/parks/find_one_name.pl?park_id=26
Point Sebago Resort & Golf Course: www.pointsebago.com/
Songo River Queen: www.songoriverqueen.net/
Babbs Bridge: www.coveredbridgesite.com/me/babbs.html
Tumbledown Mountain: http://americasroof.com/highest/me.shtml
Sugarloaf

Why Families Love It:  
· From early May to October, you can enjoy the Maine wilderness while traveling down the Dead River on a whitewater raft. The Dead River has 15 miles of continuous class 4 whitewater rafting. For prices and additional information check out, http://www.ncrivers.com/maine-whitewater-rafting.htm
· Sugarloaf/USA (www.sugarloaf.com) in Carrabassett Valley in open year-round, offering fun for the whole family. In the warmer months, be sure to play a round or two at the Sugarloaf Golf Club & Golf School, ranked #1 of New England's Top 100 Must Play Courses by New England Journal of Golf. 

· During the summer, Sugarloaf also offers an Outdoor Adventure Camp for kids. 
· The up and coming skateboarder in the family will love Carrabassett Valley Antigravity Recreational Complex with the largest indoor skate bowl in the state. The complex also includes trampolines with harness rigging, an indoor rock climbing wall, a multi-purpose court with running track and a weight training and aerobic facility. 
· The Sugarloaf area has wonderful views of the mountains and plenty of outdoor excursions for the adventurous family.
Best Time To Go: Although Winter is when skiers and snowmobilers flock to the area, the Sugarloaf Area has so much to offer year-round, from hiking and biking to camping and wildlife viewing. Leaf peepers won’t want to miss the picturesque views fall brings, especially as the leaves change color on the mountain.

Best Souvenirs: Don’t leave the area before attaching your car with a Sugarloaf sticker. The Sugarloaf triangle is a decal that can be found at Sugarloaf/USA Ski Resort. With the logo adorned to your vehicle, it will be a constant reminder of the beautiful views and outdoor fun you and your family had as well as one of the best skiing destinations in the country. 
Best Outdoors Adventure:

Sugarloaf is an area well known by avid skiers and snowmobilers, but the area has more to offer than just snow sports. The fall offers breathtaking fall foliage as well as beautiful hikes and idle hunting spots. During the summer and spring, you can enjoy mountain biking or even a whitewater rafting trip.

Best Scenic Drive: 

Beautiful views and family adventure begin by following Route 27. You can start your journey just seven miles south of Kingfield at the Wire Bridge in New Portland. This bridge, which spans the Carrabassett River, is the only surviving bridge of its kind in Maine and perhaps even the world. This unique bridge was built in the 1860s and spans 198 feet. 
Follow Route 27 north into the town of Kingfield, which is filled with charming inns, fine dining and plenty to do. Be sure to check out the Stanley Museum (http://www.stanleymuseum.org/), where you can learn about the Stanley twins, born in Kingfield, who among other things invented the steam car. The museum also includes airbrush portraits, paintings, violins and photographs. 
Continue on Route 27 for 8 miles following the Carrabassett River. Be sure to stop along the river and take a quick dip in the clear mountain water or enjoy the view of Mount Abraham and the Bigelow Range in the distance. Watch for moose as you follow Route 26 into Carrabassett Valley, home to the famous ski resort Sugarloaf/USA (www.sugarloaf.com). Year-round Sugarloaf/USA has something for everyone, even non-skiers. Route 26 also bypasses the Appalachian Trail (which spans from Georgia to Maine’s Mount Katadin). Whether you want to take a quick hike or an extended backcountry adventure, the Appalachian Trail is a memorable experience.
For a rainy day in Carrabassett Valley, head over to the Western Maine Children's Museum, which provides hands-on exhibits and activities which make learning fun for all ages. (http://www.mainemuseums.org).

Continue on Route 27 north for approximately 10 miles until you reach the town of Stratton. With Stratton’s man-made Flagstaff Lake covering 16,650 acres, it is a great spot for fishing. Also located in Stratton are the famous Cathedral Pines, 220 acres of red pines dating back 200 years, making it the largest stand of old growth forest in the state. 
From Stratton, it is about 5 miles to Eustis. In Eustis you will be rewarded with views of the Shadagee Falls, Sarampus Falls and the Chain of Ponds. History buffs will enjoy this portion of Route 27, as it travels along the Dead River, where Benedict Arnold made his historical expedition, and where he and 1,100 troops attempted to conquer Quebec in 1775. Perhaps you will get lucky and find an artifact. 

Estimated Length: 50 miles

Estimated Times: 90 minutes

Additional Resources: The Sugarloaf Chamber of Commerce has a good listing of local events at www.sugarloafareachamber.org. Other resources mentioned include:
Sugarloaf USA: www.sugarloaf.com
Whitewater Rafting: www.northcountryrivers.com
Stanley Museum: www.stanleymuseum.org
Appalachian Trial: www.patc.net/index.htm
Western Maine Children’s Museum: www.mainemuseums.org
Cathedral Pines: http://www.eustismaine.com/Pines/
Whitewater Rafting: www.ncrivers.com/maine-whitewater-rafting.htm
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