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A sna nonpolit benefrtingfanilies of the falkn talk: about horcring the uatior and not the war and wlues
participants. More shollld be dane.

San Jos€, CA (PRWEB) October 6, 2005 - Participants keep $e USA KIA,DOW Family Foundarion, or USAXIA,
going. However, the nonprofit says much mor€ has to be done. Founded in the late 90s and incorporat€d jn 2003,
the tax-deductible aDd tax-exempt organization wants to help families ofkilled irl action (KIA) and died of womds
(DOW), and the nonFofit values supporteF.

Current plogmms include aD annual event al Mffs Landing in September. However, USAKIA would like to see its
p€mranent KIA memorial th€re and in other places. Participants in a very snall swvey the tronprofit nade also
thought memorials would most help families ofthe fallon. T1rc city of San Jose llas claimed ftnds would be
available at the end of2006 for projects.

The not-for-profit cor?omtion also has a Web site and sells items honoring killed in action at its eBay s!or€, Vallq/aie
and Valhalla. It also has an annual charity auction du ng the we€k befor€ Memorial Day Weekend. Other plarmed
projects include scholarships and dir€ct financiel assistance. USAKIA accepts car donations, and its Web site also
accepts contributions by major credit cards and PayPal, also through Netwo* for Goo4 the Amazon Honor Ststem,
ard the Giving Zone.

KIA families and those willing to h€lp lhem founded the USA KWDOW Fanily Foundation, which is also
nodpartisan and nonpolitical. Relatives of indMduals who made ihe ultimate sacrifice ftom various conflicts have
participated in dir€cting lhe nonprofiq including Gold Star Clans fiom Wodd War II, Korea, and Vietrnm.

Many family members who participate with the organization hav€ repres€nt€d kin ofU.S. casualties from post-9/l I
actions. The nonprofit's Septenber Moss Landing event had a speaker whos€ son died ofhis wounds last October in
Iraq, as we as sp€ak€N whose close .elatives di€d in World War II, Kore4 and Vietdam. Kjn fion larious
conflicts have also submitted testimonials for the nomrofit at its Web sites and online store,
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Founding relatives had business expenence and education, frmily members who werc killed in actio4 ard included
military veterans. The Pentagon also wished the group the b€st in its endeavors back in 1999. In 2005 the White
House even sent ttrem a thaDk-you trote for whatthey do- "Many groups out there claim to benefit KlA faDilies,"
sals USAKIA'S founder alld president Vincent Bartnin& "but thos€ willing to help should make sule their dollars
go to the right place. Th€se relatives have made a pdc€less sacrific€ for God ard country."

Vincent's grandfsther, John Wallace Rich, and cousin, Louis Barfiing, paid th€ ultimatE pric€ in World War and
Kor€a respectively. So Vincent saw a need for a gmup that spanned conflicts. He also talks about honoring the
wardor and not the war. "Pride h individual conflicts may lead away ftom socialjustice for Gold Star families,"
says the 4o-year-old CEO

The USA KIA/DOW Family Foundation (USAKA), bas€d in San Jose, C&lifomia, is an IRs-appro!€d, tax-
d€ductible and tax-exenpt nodprofit. KIA families bcor?orated the 501(c)(3) orgarization in the fal of2003 to
ben€fit families of ihos€ killed in action and died of womds *hile in dre U.S. amled forces. Cunrnt sgrvic€s include
memorials and membeFhip, and it also sells products honoring U.S. KIA. America Remembers KIA allows
USAKIA the us€ ofits trademarked KIA flag and s),mbol. See the orgatrization s Web site at wuw.n.akia-org for
further infonnation.
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