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SEMPRE AVANTI: CELEBRATING ITALIAN HERITAGE MONTH WITH THE CENTER

Fifteen Annual Gala Honoring 

 The La Sala Family, Linda Lordi Cavanaugh, and Joseph Alessi.

New Jersey – The Center for Italian and Italian-American Culture, Inc. is pleased to announce its annual black tie gala honoring three accomplished members of the Italian-American community.  The glamorous event, also celebrating October as “Italian Culture and Heritage Month”,  will be held on Friday, October 21, 2005 at The Villa at Mountain Lakes, 90 Route 46 East, Mountain Lakes (NJ).  Cocktails begin at 7:00 P.M. followed by dinner and dancing at 8:00 P.M. 

The “Family of the Year” Award will be presented to the La Sala Family. Mrs. Fran La Sala, mother of three (Joseph, a successful lawyer; Jo Ann, an administrative law judge, and Patrick, a neurosurgeon), has all the love and strength so characteristic of Italian Mothers.

Fran, daughter of immigrants from the Frosinone and Zeroli area of Italy, was raised in Newark, where she met her late husband Anthony. Both Anthony and Fran worked hard to secure the “American Dream”. They raised their three children in Newark until 1959, when they moved to Cedar Grove. Anthony La Sala died in 1969. Facing turmoil and tragic events, widowed at a young age and with the children still to complete their studies, Fran went back to work, and managed to see them attain very successful careers and creating their own families to carry on the La Sala name and values.

Joseph P. La Sala, a graduate of St. Peter's College and Seton Hall University School of Law has extensive experience in complex litigation and practices in New Jersey and New York, the United States District Courts for the District of New Jersey, the Southern and Eastern Districts of New York, the District of Colorado, the Third Circuit Court of Appeals, the Federal Circuit Court of Appeals, the United States Supreme Court, and the United States Tax and Claims Courts. He currently serves as a Liquidating Trustee for the United States District Court where over $250 million dollars have been recovered for defrauded shareholders. He is a Fellow of the American College of Trial Lawyers. He is a Partner in the Morristown based law firm McElroy, Deutsch, Mulvaney & Carpenter (MDM&C).

Jo Ann La Sala Candido began her law career in 1983 while attending Seton Hall University School of Law. Upon graduation, she served as a law clerk to the Honorable Clarkson S. Fisher, Chief Judge of the United State District Court. She drafted legal opinions for the District Court and 3rd Circuit Court of Appeals.

Jo Ann has been active in her community. She has been affiliated with the Cedar Grove Ambulance and Rescue Squad, St. Catherine of Siena Church of Cedar Grove, NJ, St. Catherine of Siena Home and School Association and Mothers Helping the Homeless. 
PatricK La Sala is a doctor who lives with his wife Dr. Anita La Sala in Dobbs Ferry, with their two children. Patrick is a neurosurgeon and Assistant Chairman of the Department of Neurosurgery at Montefiore Medical Center. Wife Dr. Anita specializes in high risk obstetrics, and practices at New York-Presbyterian Hospital. 

The “Woman of the Year” Award will be presented to Linda Lordi Cavanaugh. She is a Magna Cum Laude graduate of Boston College and she holds a Juris Doctor degree from Seton Hall University Law School. She is admitted to practice law before the New Jersey and the Federal Bar..

Linda is the only child of the late Joseph P. Lordi and his wife, Mary Cecire.  Her grandparents came to the United States from San Gregorio, Italy and made their home in the Ironbound section of Newark, where the Lordi family became very prominent.  Their home on Walnut Street was always alive with activity.  As an only child from a very gregarious and loving Italian household, Linda was influenced greatly by her parents.   

Ms. Lordi Cavanaugh is a former Vice President of Government Affairs with Saint Barnabas Health Care System. She served as an at-large member of the Essex County Board of Chosen Freeholders and as Chair of the Essex County Improvement Authority Oversight Committee, member of the County Labor Relations Committee and General Facilities Committee, and liaison to the Essex County Transportation Advisory Board and as the Essex County Representative to the North Jersey Transportation Planning Authority.

In 1993 Linda received a gubernatorial appointment as Executive Director of the New Jersey Educational Facilities Authority (EFA) where her management responsibilities included providing low interest financing for New Jersey colleges and universities.

From May 1999 through December 2000 Ms. Lordi Cavanaugh served with  Corzine 2000, Inc. assisting in all aspects of Jon S. Corzine's successful campaign for United State Senate.  Her responsibilities included fundraising; compliance with rules and regulations of the Federal Election Commission; drafting and implementing a statewide plan for constituent outreach.

Ms. Lordi Cavanaugh is a former Deputy Director and General Legal Counsel for the Essex County Improvement Authority(ECIA), an autonomous county agency that provides public facility financing and construction management for recreation, transportation and solid waste projects as well as economic development. 

Among her many civic and charitable organizations memberships, she has served as a Trustee and a member of the Board of Directors for the United Labor Agency and the Community Health Law Project; formerly on the Board of Directors of the Greater Essex and West Hudson Girl Scout Counsel and a member of the Chancellor's Advisory Counsel for Seton Hall University.  She also holds memberships in the Essex County Bar Association and the New Jersey State Bar Association.

She has been honored by various civic and governmental organizations.  She was the Essex County Italian Women of the Year and has been honored by the Frank Megaro Civic Association for her service in government.

Linda and her husband, United States District Judge Dennis Cavanaugh, are the parents of two sons, Joseph, a sophomore at Dartmouth College and Sean, a senior at Seton Hall Preparatory School. 

The “Man of the Year 2005” Award will be presented to Joseph  H. Alessi, for his lifetime commitment to the promotion and celebration of the  Italian and Sicilian Heritage:  Mr. Alessi infact describes himself as a “Professional Sicilian”.  His ethnic roots run deep into the fertile soil of the “Conca d’Oro”.  He is a proud son of an immigrant. His late father Orazio (Harry) Alessi immigrated to America in 1913 from the tiny Village of Agira, Sicily, not because he thought there was gold in the streets but because he heard in America you could earn one dollar a day.  Orazio, whose name was unceremoniously changed to Harry at Ellis Island by an unsympathetic customs agent who could not spell “Orazio”, worked with his four brothers refinishing furniture. They learned their craft from their father Giuseppe a cabinet maker of great renown in their paese. The brothers eventually transformed the Old World skills learned from their father into a New World business and started Alessi Brothers Office Furniture Company.  It was located in the financial district in downtown New York.  Through hard work and determination Alessi Brothers became one of the City’s largest office furniture dealerships with a customer list that included the NYSE, ABC, NBC   and Chase Manhattan Bank.

Joe’s mother Leonarda was the first child of Nicolo` and Agata Marino of Marsala, Provincia di Trapani, Sicily.  Nicolo` who was known as “Coco`” [Nick] landed in the United States on November 8, 1905 alone, at the age of 17, knowing no one in this foreign land. Next month Joe along with the rest of the Marino family is going to commemorate the100th anniversary of their grandfather’s immigration with a family celebration.  Coco`, labored as a mason and, eventually like his father before him in Sicily, became a successful general contractor in Passaic County.  Coco`, who never had the benefit of formal schooling, insisted that his daughter Dina (nickname for Leonarda) obtain a good education. Despite the ridicule of his paesani, he sent her to college in 1929.  Much to his delight, both Dina and her younger sister Gina became schoolteachers. Their brother Joe continued the family tradition in the construction trade and worked with his father. In 1937 Dina and several other Italian-American women founded the New Jersey Professional Women’s Organization.  Some 68 years later it continues to be a vital group for Italian-American female professionals.  

Joe and his younger brother Nick were raised in East Orange where they attended Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Grammar School. Orazio too was a firm believer in education. Although he always lived a modest life, he believed that education was the best investment no matter how high the cost.  Later he enrolled both Joe and Nick in Montclair Academy, which did not have a large population of Italian students.  Joe’s senior yearbook described him as “the President of the Anti-Italian Defamation League.”  After graduation Joe attended the University of Denver and then transferred to his beloved alma mater The University of Southern California.  In 1973 he returned to New Jersey and worked at Alessi Brothers until he entered Seton Hall Law School.  In law school he was elected to the Student Senate and became an assistant editor and later business editor of The Seton Hall Law Review.  After law school he clerked for the Honorable Marilyn Loftus, Judge of the New Jersey Superior Court.  Joe is admitted to the Bars of New Jersey and New York.  He worked for two years for the Wall Street firm of Herzfeld and Rubin.  He left New York to become an Essex County Prosecutor under George L. Schneider and then Herbert Tate, Jr. In 1998 he opened his own law practice. Joe is a solo practitioner in Verona, New Jersey.

Joe has been an active member of the Essex County Bar Association, having served as a Trustee, Chair of the Young Lawyers Section and Long Range Planning Committee Chair.  In 1993 he received the General Practitioner Achievement Award from the Essex County Bar Association.  Over the years Joe has been appointed to serve as an Essex County Condemnation Commissioner and as an Arbitrator for the Essex County Special Part.  He has been the Chairman of the Essex County Planning Board since 1995.  He has served as a Republican Essex County Election Challenger since 1993.  Joe was a member of the Montclair-Kimberly Academy Alumni Council from 1988 to 1998.  He was a member of the New Jersey Court Committee for Criminal Practice.  In 1995 he served as a guest panelist for the Princeton University Honor Committee on forum entitled “Honors and Ethics in the real world: Professional Perspectives.”

Joe was the president of the Cedar Grove Chapter of UNICO and was named their Man of the Year for 1994.  The following year he was the recipient of the Belleville UNICO’s  Mille Grazie Award. In 2002 he was appointed to the Commission of the Italian and Americans of Italian Heritage, Culture and Education, where he presently serves as legal counsel and sits on the government affairs committee.  He has been active in the Center for Italian and Italian –American Culture since its inception in 1989.  He has served on the Board of Trustees, acted as legal counsel and succeeded Angelo Genova as president in 2004. 

In 1996 Joe, along with fellow attorneys Wayne Positan and Dominick Carmgnola combined their profession with their passion for the heritage and formed MANGIA, the acronym for Major Attorneys of Great and Noble Italian  Ancestry, a male eating society dedicated to fine Italian food and intellectual discussions. MANGIA is the most prestigious organization of its kind in the tri-state area.

Joe is serving his second term as councilman for the Borough of North Caldwell.  He is active in the Republican Party and he is a member of the finance committee for Congressman Mike Ferguson - Seven Congressional District of the State of New Jersey. He was an honorary delegate to the 2000 and 2004 National Republican Convention. 

He and his wife Diane recently celebrated their twentieth anniversary.  They have two daughters Dena, a freshman at Villanova University who is on the crew team, and Marietta a sophomore at West Essex Regional High School who is a member of the Italian Club.

The Center Gala is one of the most elegant events of the year for the Italian community; it is also a special opportunity to explore the significant contribution of Italian-Americans to society.  More than 2 million residents in the State of New Jersey are of Italian descent. “Our Gala is a special occasion to celebrate our Italian-American community. The proceeds of this event are instrumental in funding the Center’s many cultural activities”, said Joseph H. Alessi, Esq., president of The Center. “We offer unique programs, which both celebrate and promote our Italian heritage”.
 The Center for Italian and Italian-American Culture, Inc. is a non-profit organization dedicated to preserving and fostering the language, culture and traditions of Italians and Italian-Americans. The Center has offered quality educational and cultural events in New Jersey for over 15 years. Tickets for the Gala are $250 per person. For sponsorship information, tax-deductible monetary contribution, or to place an ad/congratulatory message in the Gala’s Ad Journal, please contact Daniela Puglielli at The Center:  973 571-1995 or vie e-mail centeriiac@aol.com. 
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