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Put aside those clichéd tourist brochures with their exoticized musings 
on smiling Thai people, golden temples and ‘authentic’ floating markets. 
Forget those trashy exposés of go-go bars and sex shows. Bangkok Inside 
Out takes readers on a humorous, no-hold-barred journey through the real 
Bangkok – a fascinating, chaotic 21st-century Southeast Asian city that 
rarely slows down to explain itself. It’s a journey that focuses on 
Bangkokians in their urban landscape, on life along the city’s backstreets 
and on its powerful pop culture. And it¹s not your typical journey, 
because the guides actually dish out the truth about Bangkok: the 
proverbial Good, Bad, and Ugly. 
 
Bangkok Inside Out quite literally turns Bangkok ‘inside out’, exposing 
the city piece by piece to the reader in a quirky, intelligent and accessible 
manner. It covers subjects like soi dogs, gem scams, karaoke bars, student 
cafes, motorcycle taxis, Seven-Eleven, urban elephants, sky train, luuk 
kreung (Eurasians), Chinatown, mobile phones, gambling, energy drinks, 
and lottery – the whole slew of topics that make Bangkok what it is. Like 
Bangkok itself, the book is packed with idiosyncrasies, inside scoops 
and quirky anecdotes. And it is illustrated with striking full color photos 
that visually present the Thai capital as never seen before. 
 
A B O U T  T H E  A U T HO R S 
DANIEL ZIV is the author of the critically-acclaimed Jakarta Inside Out (2002), an 
Indonesian bestseller. In 2000, he founded and edited Indonesia’s irreverent, often 
controversial monthly, Djakarta! – The City Life Magazine. Daniel first visited 
Bangkok in 1991 and has since made an estimated 27 trips back to his favorite Asian 
city, which was also his base as a freelance Southeast Asia correspondent. He has 
worked, studied or idled in Vancouver, New Delhi, London, Moscow, Nairobi, 
Jerusalem, and Jakarta, and holds an MA in Southeast Asian Studies from London’s 
School of Oriental & African Studies (SOAS). He currently works in the murky field 
of development consultancy. 

 
GUY SHARETT is a Bangkok-based journalist, media consultant, and linguist. He is a 
contributor to BBC World Service radio, Thailand’s The Nation, and Voice of Israel 
radio. He was Southeast Asia correspondent for Israel’s largest daily newspaper, and 
now reports for Israel’s Channel 10 TV. He also works as a consultant for Internews, 
a leading media NGO. Guy collects languages (he’s fluent in Thai plus six others) as 
well as airline timetables and retro posters. He holds a BA in linguistics and an MA in 
Southeast Asian Studies from SOAS. 
 

 


