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What sets  BLOOD RED SQUARE apart from other thrillers – and what makes it an exact fit for the bestsellers in the genre.

· this book should find readership with the customers and fans of Jack Higgins and Robert Ludlow
· it’s an International Suspense Thriller that is based on very real events in recent history e.g. the mysterious death of UN Secretary General Dag Hammarskjold in the Congo
· it explores how a man, just like any one of us, can become a terrorist and kill without remorse; in today’s world that’s thinking that troubles all of us.
· Its central theme is revenge on a grand scale; revenge that is all consuming and ultimately self-destructive – so it asks us if the revenge that we practice today, as individuals or as nations, can lead to our own self-destruction.
· it’s peopled with characters that are filled with all our human limitations but rise above them
· its locations range from the USA to Russia to Argentina to England – a grand tour of the world from our reading chair.
· It’s written in a fast moving, dramatic style – one that should find fans in those who fill the cinemas to see the latest thriller.
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About the author, PAT MULLAN
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Pat Mullan was born in Ireland and has lived in England, Canada and the USA.   He spent two years with the US Army in Japan and Korea.   He is a graduate of  Northwestern University and the State University of New York where he studied creative writing.    Formerly a banker, he now lives in Connemara, in the west of Ireland.  Akashic Books will publish chapters from his next thriller, TRIBUNAL, in their anthology DUBLIN NOIR, due out in March, 2006.       
Pat Mullan is a member of  INTERNATIONAL THRILLER WRITERS, Inc. 
 ( www.internationalthrillerwriters.com  )  
You can visit him at www.patmullan.com 
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Interview with PAT MULLAN

 

Pat, can you answer the $64,000 question for me.  Why do you write?

 

That’s a good one!  I always wanted to know how someone came to write, what motivated them to 'hang in', often against all the odds. I suppose it’s a different experience for each writer.  This is mine. I have always had a desire to write. Putting words together seems to be an innate ability. Over the years I exercised that (or maybe I should say, 'exorcised') in my business life by writing business papers and other creative documents - while my scribbled poems ended up in the 'sock drawer'.  Many of those poems are now available in my collection, Childhood Hills.   Some years ago I left a senior position in finance in the US and returned to live in Connemara in the west of Ireland. I had always wanted to write but I had never had the time. Of course, that was a convenient excuse. I was afraid that, if I ever sat down to write, I'd discover that I couldn't. Now that may seem to be a contradiction to you if I always had an innate ability to put words together. Contradiction or not, that's what I felt. 

Thanks, Pat.  Great  getting  to know you.  Can you tell us a little about your writing?   Are you a morning person, an evening person?  Or do you write when the mood hits you ?

I’m a morning person so I do try to write every morning – even if it’s just scribbled thoughts for my next poem. I do find that I’m more driven when I’m half way into a novel. The story and the characters take over and, if other matters permit, I just lose the sense of time. When that happens, I can write just as readily in the middle of the day or in the evening as I can in the morning.
But, in a sense, I’m always writing in my head even when I’m gardening or mowing the lawn. … and some of my best novel setpieces come right out of my dreams. I always keep a notebook on my bedside table for those special dream segments that I happen to remember upon waking. In many ways one must be disciplined and set a writing schedule but one shouldn’t be deluded into thinking that that will produce the best or most creative output. Less structure and more development of the writerly mind creates a consciousness that is pervasive. Then writing in all its manifestation covers the entire day. 

I’m curious.  It seems that Ireland produces a lot of good writers for such a small country. What’s your thoughts on that?

There's no way that one can grow up in Ireland without being surrounded by writers. Everybody writes! And, if they don't, they tell stories. The Celtic oral tradition is alive and well. When I was a little boy in our country farmhouse home, people (neighbors, friends, strangers) would come in of an evening, sit around the fire, and tell stories till the 'wee hours' of the morning. Later Irish writers: James Joyce, John McGahern, Brian Moore, Brendan Behan, Oscar Wilde, Sean O'Casey - and today there's so many, starting with my old schoolmate, Seamus Heaney, and others such as Roddy Doyle. Of course my favorite read is the thriller and I love Irish thriller writers such as Jack Higgins and Victor O'Reilly.But I must not leave out my favorite American writers and there are so many of them: Hemingway, Steinbeck, O'Connor, Clancy, James T. Farrell, and many more. I've been scared by Dean Koontz and by Stephen King and Evan Kingsbury ( whom you may know better as Robert W. Walker, author of the INSTINCT and the EDGE series ) and I've laughed out loud in bed reading Carl Hiaasen. Lately I've been reading my favorite Irish author, Ken Bruen. At College I read the great Russian writers, such as Turgenev and Tolstoy and began a whole new love affair. I suppose every writer that I read has influenced me. I believe that if one wants to (has to) write, one must read, read, read ... 
..but I’m wandering, aren’t I?  I feel that I didn’t really answer your question.  But you know, there are just some questions for which there are no answers.  Don’t you think so?



What are you working on at the moment?

I am in the midst of  a new novel, TRIBUNAL.  My previous novels could be described as ‘International Suspense Thrillers’  but this one is set mostly in Ireland, the land of ‘The Celtic Tiger’.  We are fast becoming one of the wealthiest countries in the world. That’s a far cry from a century ago when our exports were mostly people crowded into famine ships.  With wealth comes all the evils of the modern world: corruption, greed and avarice, murder.  All I have to do is pick up my newspaper ever day and read the headlines.  When DUBLIN NOIR comes out in March, get it.  You can read the first chapters of TRIBUNAL there.
 
I am also writing a science fiction novel.  I love science fiction and this is an especially pleasurable indulgence for me.
 

Have you done, or are you planning to do any appearances or book signings?
Seeing that my books are published in the US at present and I am here in Ireland, it’s kind of impossible to do signings.  But I compensate by attending conferences and dropping in to bookstores in the States when I visit.  I usually manage to get back to my ‘second home’ every year.
 

My latest foray into the marketplace was my recent attendance at the LOVE IS MURDER conference in Chicago on February 4 – 6 of this year, where I was a guest and panellist.   I’ll be attending the  LEFT COAST CRIME  convention in Bristol, England, in March.  And I’ll be back in the States next year at the INTERNATIONAL THRILLER WRITERS convention, ThrillerFest,  in Phoenix at the end of June next year.
Thank you so much Pat for taking the time to talk to us.  It’s been great getting to know you!

You’re most welcome.  I enjoyed it.  Drop in to my website from time to time to keep up with the latest news about me.
 (You can visit him at www.patmullan.com)
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BLOOD RED SQUARE, the story of the creation and redemption of a terrorist. It is also a story of revenge. 
______________________________________________________________________________________
UN Secretary General Dag Hammarskjold died in a plane crash in the Congo in 1961.  Considered suspicious at the time, no evidence surfaced to show that it was anything other than an accident. Secret  KGB documents pointing to collusion between Moscow and Washington in the death of Hammarskjold are liberated from KGB archives by Misha Kedrov, an enigmatic new Russian entrepreneur.  Kedrov, consumed by revenge for the murder of his parents, plans to use the documents to seek vengeance. He is ably supported by Conor Brady, aka Eduardo Kelly Herrera, an Argentinian, on the run, turned terrorist from circumstance and not from ideology.

Only one man can thwart Misha Kedrov, stop Conor Brady, and prevent the chaos they plan. That man is Owen MacDara, special envoy of the President of the United States, a man who moves with equal ease in the halls of power or on the dark killing fields of international intrigue.

_______________________________________________________________________________________Reviews
Novelist Robert W. Walker, The Instinct and Edge Series
"Pat Mullan shocks us into paying attention from word one, page one and does not let us go until he decides to release us! That is how compelling BLOOD RED SQUARE reads! Like a dynamo running ahead of itself."
Ken Bruen, 2004 SHAMUS Award winner for best novel for 'The Guards'
Another misconception is that thrillers are not well written. Pat Mullan knocks that notion right out of the water. That he is a poet is immediately evident and when you think of that other fine poet, James Lee Burke, you'll know you are in the same creative territory. The quality of the writing raises the terrific story to new heights. Here is the future of the thriller and it's called PAT MULLAN. Glory be indeed!
Narayan Radhakrishnan, NEW MYSTERY READER
Pat Mullan provides an entertaining and thrilling read of the first order … the chilling suspense will keep you restless !!! Mullan is ready with another MacDara thriller, BLOOD RED SQUARE. I have already booked my copy!!                            "Recommended, highly recommended !!!"
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Reviews of PAT MULLAN’s work

 "Pat Mullan shocks us into paying attention from word one, page one and does not let us go until he decides to release us!  That is how compelling BLOOD RED SQUARE reads!  Like a dynamo running ahead of itself."
        --novelist Robert W. Walker, The Instinct and Edge Series
 

 Another misconception is that thrillers are not well written.   Pat Mullan knocks that notion right out of the water.  That he is a poet is immediately evident and when you think of that other fine poet, James Lee Burke, you'll know you are in the same creative territory.  The quality of the writing raises the terrific story to new heights. Here is the future of the thriller and it's called PAT MULLAN.   Glory be indeed!
      -Ken Bruen, 2004 SHAMUS Award winner for best novel for 'The Guards' and 

                           2005 MACAVITY Award for ‘The Killing of the Tinkers’


Pat Mullan provides an entertaining and thrilling read of the first order … the chilling suspense will keep you restless !!!  Mullan is ready with another MacDara thriller, BLOOD RED SQUARE.   I have already booked my copy!!  "Recommended, highly recommended!!! - Narayan Radhakrishnan, NEW MYSTERY READER
Pat Mullan is a mature and knowledgeable writer who puts together a thriller with the best of them. "An excellent read! "   -   Shelley Glodowski, MIDWEST BOOK REVIEW
 "You know you're reading a good thriller when you start to cast it for the movie before you've even finished."  -  Eithne Hannigan, Book Reviews, CONNEMARA LIFE magazine
 

 

"a rollicking ride…….a great new book in the thriller genre!"   Well, this was a rollicking ride. Good, tight writing, clean prose that just zips along, and characters that are engaging and memorable all contribute to a great new book in the thriller genre.   Peggy Vincent, Oakland, California, February 12,  2004  (Peggy Vincent is the author of Baby Catcher….film rights have been optioned by Elliot Gould's production studio and the screenplay has been assigned)
 

 " Pat Mullan writes an exciting and fast-moving tale … " Author Pat Mullan writes an exciting and fast-moving tale.  His strong story-telling provides a completely enjoyable reading experience -  Rob Preece, Book Reviews Editor, BooksForABuck.com
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Promotions and Appearances

To quote from the interview with PAT MULLAN, he says :  “Seeing that my books are published in the US at present and I am here in Ireland, it’s kind of impossible to do signings.  But I compensate by attending conferences and dropping in to bookstores in the States when I visit.  I usually manage to get back to my ‘second home’ every year.

 

My latest foray into the marketplace was my recent attendance at the LOVE IS MURDER conference in Chicago on February 4 – 6 of this year, where I was a guest and panellist.   I’ll be attending the  LEFT COAST CRIME  convention in Bristol, England, in March.  And I’ll be back in the States next year at INTERNATIONAL THRILLERS’ first convention: ThrillerFest in Phoenix at the end of June next year.”
Immediate plans are:

· Attendance at the LEFT COAST CRIME conference in Bristol, England in March, 2006

· Attendance at ThrillerFest in Phoenix, Arizona in June-July, 2006
Pat will be using the internet extensively in his promotion campaign, complemented by reviews from respected reviewers as well as articles in newspapers and magazines.  He has already had a thirty-minute spot on Irish Radio.
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Press Release for BLOOD RED SQUARE
**FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE**

EDITORS: For review copies or interview requests, contact:

Publisher: LBF Books LLC.,  P.O.BOX 7989, Pittsburgh. P.A. 15216  Tel: 412.341.1290 - Website : www.lbfbooks.com   email:  lbf@lbfbooks.com
Chaos at the G8 Conference!
           BLOOD RED SQUARE is the story of the creation and redemption of a terrorist.
                                                It is also a story of revenge. 
COUNTY GALWAY, IRELAND – Highly praised thriller author Pat Mullan merges the intrigue of global politics with a stunning plot and controversial characters in his latest electrifying international suspense thriller, Blood Red Square . Fellow authors Rob Walker and Ken Bruen call it, respectively, “a compelling read! Like a dynamo running ahead of itself “ and "a thriller that will do exactly that…thrill you!"  Blood Red Square follows Owen MacDara’s deadly mission to avert a demonic plan to throw the nations of the west into chaos.
UN Secretary General Dag Hammarskjold died in a plane crash in the Congo in 1961.  Considered suspicious at the time, no evidence surfaced to show that it was anything other than an accident. Secret  KGB documents pointing to collusion between Moscow and Washington in the death of Hammarskjold are liberated from KGB archives by Misha Kedrov, an enigmatic new Russian entrepreneur.  Kedrov, consumed by revenge for the murder of his parents, plans to use the documents to seek vengeance. He is ably supported by Conor Brady, aka Eduardo Kelly Herrera, an Argentinian, on the run, turned terrorist from circumstance and not from ideology.

Only one man can thwart Misha Kedrov, stop Conor Brady, and prevent the chaos they plan. That man is Owen MacDara, special envoy of the President of the United States, a man who moves with equal ease in the halls of power or on the dark killing fields of international intrigue. 
If  Owen MacDara fails America will be sent into chaos at the hands of her enemies. Can Owen defeat Misha Kedov’s diabolical plan and survive Conor Brady’s attempts to assassinate him before the final showdown with the leaders of the west at the G8 Conference in Birmingham, England? 
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Pat Mullan is a graduate of Northwestern University and the State University of New York . Mullan now lives with his family in Connemara in the west of Ireland. He is a member of INTERNATIONAL THRILLER WRITERS, Inc. and you can visit him at: www.patmullan.com
