American Baseball History
Excerpted from A Brief History of Baseball by Sean Lahman

Most cultures have some sort of stick and ball game, cricket being the most well-known.  While the exact origins of baseball are unknown, most historians agree that it is based on the English game of rounders.  It began to become “popular” in this country in the early 19th century, and many sources report the growing popularity of a game called “townball”, “base”, or “baseball”.
Throughout the early part of that century, small towns formed teams and baseball clubs were formed in larger cities.  In 1845, Alexander Cartwright wanted to formalize a list of rules by which all teams could play.  Much of that original code is still in place today.  Although popular legend says that the game was invented by Abner Doubleday, baseball’s true father was Cartwright.

The first recorded baseball contest took place a year later, in 1846.  Cartwright’s Nickerbockers lost to the New York Baseball Club in a game at the Elysian Fields, in Hoboken, New Jersey.  These amateur games became more frequent and popular.  In 1857, a convention of amateur teams was called to discuss rules and other issues.  Twenty-five teams from the northeast sent delegates.  The following year, they formed the National Association of Base Ball Players, the first organized baseball league.  In its first year of operation, the league supported itself by occasionally charging fans for admission.  The future looked very bright.

To read the entire article, please go to www.baseball1.com/bb-data/e-hist-1.html
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Irish Baseball History
The story of Irish baseball dates back to the early 1990s when a group of friends began playing informal “pickup” games on rugby and football fields throughout Dublin. Some of them had lived in America, others had played in Ireland’s co-ed softball league, but all of them dreamed of representing Ireland in the European Baseball Championships.

Ireland made its debut in international competition at the 1996 European Championships in Hull, England. The team was a mix of players with various levels of experience – some were teenagers who had been playing for less than a year, while others were in their late thirties and had played while living in America. The game marked the first time many of them had played on a real baseball field – they had prepared for the tournament by playing on rugby and soccer fields with no pitching mound, bases or backstop. None of them had any idea of what to expect.
Ireland’s first four games were a complete disaster as they were outscored 77-18 by Czechoslovakia, Finland, Norway and Poland. Fortunately, they were able to squeak out a one run victory in the final game against Hungary. The Irish had proven they could not only compete, they could win.
Ireland’s first real baseball fields were opened in Dublin on July 4, 1998. Over the next few years, baseball spread beyond Dublin, despite still being considered an underground sport. By 2000, baseball was played in Dublin, Wicklow and Belfast.

From the beginning, Baseball Ireland – the governing body of Irish baseball – has focused on building a strong youth baseball program. This is not an easy task in a country where baseball is not a major media sport and the best young athletes are regularly recruited to play hurling, Gaelic football, soccer and rugby. Despite these obstacles, youth baseball has grown to include Dublin, Wicklow, Cork and Kerry. An important factor has been the recent emergence of satellite television which has afforded Irish kids the opportunity to watch live baseball games from America.
In 2004, Ireland took home the bronze medal at the European Championships in Germany. The medal was the culmination of 10 years of hard work, pride and perseverance. The team still featured many players who had first donned the Irish uniform in 1996 as teenagers with very little baseball experience. Joining these veterans was a collection of Irish-American “dual citizens” who had experience playing at the college level. For these sons and grandsons of Irish immigrants, playing for Ireland is a way to reconcile their love for America’s pastime and their proud Irish heritage.
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John Fitzgerald Biography
John Fitzgerald began producing and directing music videos while studying marketing and playing baseball in college. Realizing the potential of emerging digital video and internet technologies, Fitzgerald focused on music videos for promising artists and indie labels. His first video for an unsigned pop singer made it to #1 on Rollingstone.com, edging out Eminem, Britney Spears and the Beastie Boys.

Fitzgerald worked as a graphic designer after college, but soon returned to film, directing his first short film in 2003.  Gorilla Gram told the story of a teenager who accidentally interrupts the suicide attempt of a beautiful young woman while trying to deliver flowers. The short film was briefly the highest rated drama on IFilm.com and to date has received over 19,000 views and 4 star rating.

In addition to directing, Fitzgerald has worked on a variety of independent and Hollywood films in roles ranging from production assistant to assistant director and associate producer. His credits include NYPD Blue, Ladder 49, Bristol Boys and Laws of Attraction.
The Emerald Diamond is Fitzgerald’s first feature film and his first foray into documentary filmmaking. The project began when Fitzgerald decided to try out for Ireland’s National Baseball Team. After four months of training and learning the story of Irish baseball via emails from the coaching staff, Fitzgerald was declared ineligible to receive Irish citizenship due to a technicality. Rather than walk away, he decided to use his professional experience to chronicle the story of Irish baseball on the big screen.
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