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Background information

American Public University System


Started in 1993 as American Military University, American Public University System is now comprised of two member institutions: American Military University and American Public University. Each tailors curriculum, educational technologies, student services, and resources to the adult learner’s needs. 


Students include active military, guard and reserve members, and those who serve (or want to serve) in the public safety and security communities, and other interested scholars. The University System is one of the nation’s largest providers of higher education to the armed forces. 

The 100 percent online-learning environment provides flexibility, portability, and convenience — delivering solid education based on the highest academic standards. What began as a military instructor’s dream to deliver affordable higher education to soldiers, sailors, airmen, marines and members of the Coast Guard has grown into a nationally accredited system. Its world-class faculty serves more than 13,000 students in all 50 states and 130 countries, offering 54 undergraduate and graduate degree programs.

The beginnings



At its launch in 1993, AMU enrolled 18 students in 22 courses and offered only graduate degrees. Its early focus was limited to military studies. Undergraduate degrees and certificates were soon added. The curriculum broadened quickly, too, based on students’ requests. Liberal arts and sciences, management, sociology and criminal justice degrees were among the areas of study added to support a student’s post-military career.

(more)
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University System leadership and faculty


The American Public University System leadership team shares a common life experience that contributes uniquely to educational success in the military market. Most have served extensively in the armed forces. 


That personal knowledge, combined with a commitment to continuous quality improvement, drives these career military officers to achieve remarkable results very quickly.  

Fifty-one full-time faculty and 275 adjunct faculty deliver a student to faculty class ratio of 7:1. Faculty members combine relevant theory with real-world experience. Their academic credentials include such institutions as the University of Chicago, University of Southern California, University of Notre Dame, Stanford, Cambridge University, and Harvard University. 

Many are executives in government, business and non-profit organizations, including the United Nations, the State Department, the Department of Defense, the Department of Homeland Security, the Central Intelligence Agency, the National Security Agency, and the Federal Emergency Management Agency. 

Accreditation and licensing  


American Military University — and later American Public University System — has been nationally accredited since 1995 by the Accrediting Commission of the Distance Education and Training Council. In February 2004, American Public University System was accepted into candidacy status by the Higher Learning Commission of the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools, a regional accrediting body. 

Headquartered in Charles Town, W.Va., with additional offices in Manassas, Va., the System is licensed to operate in West Virginia by that state’s Higher Education Policy Commission and is certified to operate as an out-of-state institution in Virginia.

(more)
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Other resources

· Distance Education and Training Council: www.detc.org, 1601 18th St. NW, Washington, DC 20009, (202) 234-5100

· Higher Learning Commission: www.hlcommission.org, 30 N. LaSalle St., Suite 2400, Chicago, IL 60602, (800) 621-7440
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Contacts

Beth LaGuardia, (703) 396-6421, blaguardia@apus.edu
Carolyn Russell, (316) 932-9000, news@russellpr.com
American Public University System

111 West Congress St.

Charles Town, W.Va., 25414

(877) 468-6268 or (304) 724-3700

October 2005
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