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Thisfirst novel by writer Gary Pisarski is set in the yearsimmediately following the Civil
War. Thirty-two men left Elkton, South Carolinato follow General Robert E. Leeinto
combat against the North. Only one man returned, a young soldier named Will
Weatherby. Hereturnsto find his entire family dead. His boyhood friend, Carol Ann
Callahan, isthe only survivor of her family. Keeping the promise he made to Carol
Ann's dad to take care of her, Will persuades Carol Ann to pack up and head west,
leaving behind their worthless sharecropper farm.

Stopping for wagon repairs on alonely road in Texas, Carol Ann goesto anearby creek
to fill the water canteens. There she finds a man trapped in the water, held down by the
weight of his dead horse. And there she also finds awhole new direction for her life.

As Carol Ann beginsto embrace anew life, Will is driven away by the very man whose
life he saved. Yearslater, Carol Ann and Will meet again as Carol Ann pleads with Will
to save her husband and children, the same husband who had tried to kill him years
before.

Mr. Pisarski has shared his knowledge of the Civil War erawith his readersin this book.
Through the use of flashbacks, we see the conflicts at Gettysburg and Fredericksburg,
seeing the war through the eyes of a soldier, not really knowing why he was fighting, just
doing as he was ordered.

| enjoyed the story, but | do feel the need to mention that the book requires editing before
it goesinto its next printing.



