The Magic Cellar

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Concept?
The Magic Cellar is Africa’s first 3D animated series.  The series celebrates Africa’s culture and traditions while promoting reading as exciting and adventurous.  

Beautifully produced entirely in Maya software, the series marks the first time South Africa’s children will see themselves reflected in an animated series.  The series is based on African folktales, collected in part from interviews conducted in villages across South Africa.
The SABC will begin broadcasting the series on March 25, 2006 on SABC 2 in English and Sotho.  Broadcasts are intended in all 11 official South African languages.
Why is this animated series unique?

· It is Africa’s first 3D animated series.

· It features a multi-cultural cast of characters, with the principal character being a black girl.

· It is based on African folk-takes.

· It captures South Africa’s stunning vistas and landscape.

· It is produced with meticulous care to authencity.

Who are the target audiences?
The principal targets are 9 to 11 year-old but the entire family will enjoy the series.
What is the format?
3D Animation entirely in Maya software. 

What are the durations?

20 episodes of 11.5 minutes each have already been produced.  The next series of 32 episodes of 11.5 minutes is now in pre-production, for a expected initial series of 52 x 11.5 minutes.
What is the structure of each episode?
Each episode is broken up into three sections: a brief introduction and set-up; the African story; and a wrap-up with the lessens learnt.  Each episode is a self-contained, animated short.

Who are the Producers?
Commissioned by the South African Broadcasting Corporation (SABC), the animated series is a co-production between the SABC, Morula Pictures of Johannesburg, South Africa and Chocolate Moose Media Inc. of Ottawa, Canada.

Mfundi Vundla of South Africa and Firdaus Kharas of Canada are the Executive Producers.  Adeelah Carrim of South Africa is the Producer.  

Who is the Director?
Firdaus Kharas of Canada is the Director.

Who wrote the music?
The entire series has original music written by acclaimed South African composer Musa Manzini.

Who are the English voices?
Motshabi Tyenele

Krijay Govender

David Sherwood

Diane Appleby

Jacques Blignaut

Nomonde Mbusi

Lindelani Buthelezi

Judy Ditchfield

What is the budget?

The value of the series is approximately 25 million Rand (about US$4 million) for the first 20 x 11.5 minutes.
What rights are available?

All rights world-wide except for South Africa and Canada.

Contact for interviews, Press Kits, images and sample episodes?

Please send requests to:

In South Africa:

Adeelah Carrim. E-mail: adeelah@morula.co.za
In Canada

Firdaus Kharas.  E-mail: contact@kharas.ca 
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