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BIOGRAPHY: Raw emotion, without the hype.  A fearless performer, Tori Sparks is notorious for her combination of raw emotion and quirky wit -- her solo show has taken her as far as Miami, New Orleans, London and Paris. Tori has written close to two hundred songs, in styles ranging from folk to rock to blues. Sparks cites her influences as: “Everything from U2 to Tom Waits to Joni Mitchell… to Janis Joplin, Damien Rice, and Lightening Hopkins…” Her myriad influences are evident in the blend of rhythms found in her original compositions. Uniquely intelligent lyrics and a warm, sultry voice make Tori Sparks a refreshing new sound for weary ears.

       The dedication of the young folk/ rock/ blues maven’s fans is easily explained when encountering Tori’s blend of startling humor and audience participation with her emotionally-charged delivery. Her genuine dedication in response is evidenced by her consistent efforts to reach out to them at her live shows and online, as well as her commitment to reply to every email, letter, and card that she receives.

       A Windy City native by birth, Tori grew up in Sarasota, Florida. She found her voice while attending Florida State University in Tallahassee, from which she graduated in three years with a degree in International Affairs (French and Economics), plus a minor in Theater (Magna Cum Laude). While still in school, she made her foray into the independent music scene by recording and producing her EP Tidewaters. Tori started gigging regularly when she was eighteen, beginning to build what has become a diverse following. Often compared to heavy-hitters such as Diana Krall, Melissa Etheridge, Tori Amos, and Ani Difranco, she manages to stand alone with a sound that is indisputably her own. She has played alongside popular regional bands as well as national and international acts. Some of the latter include Charmaine Neville, Maria Muldaur, Ellery, Big Daddy Webster, and Australia’s Dave Hole. Tori has also appeared live with hit songwriters such as Benita Hill (“Two Pina Coladas”), Gordon Kennedy (“If I Could Change the World”),  and David Lee (“Letters From Home”).

       During the summer of 2002 the charismatic songstress was invited to Philadelphia to participate in the Philadelphia Fringe Festival, where she wrote the original music underscoring Project DNA’s production of The Ghosts are in the Water. In 2003 Tori was featured by the Florida Motion Picture and Television Association, and in 2004 was touted as a Featured Artist by the Songwriters’ Association of America. She was proud to be a part of benefit concerts on behalf of the National Federation of the Blind, F.A.C.E., the March of Dimes, and the ONE Campaign. Sparks has appeared live as a featured artist on a number of radio stations, and can be heard on frequencies from California to New York to Florida as well as several stations in Belgium, Australia, Canada,  New Zealand, and England. Her ability to write across several genres has allowed her music to find a home on AAA, Rock, Pop, Blues, and even the occasional Country station – highlights include being live interviews with indie stations and Clear Channel affiliates in Florida, California, Ohio, and other regions.    Tracks from Rivers + Roads  have been added to the “Canadian Music Week Best Unsigned Artist Compilation”  and “A Taste of Triple A” in 2006.

       In late 2003, Tori announced her development contract with Platinum Plus Records. She worked closely with RCA veteran Tony Migliore on her first full-length studio album, Rivers + Roads. Sparks’ Summer 2004 touring schedule included a run of enthusiastically-received performances in France and the United Kingdom. Following the tour, Tori finished out her last semester of college and relocated to Nashville. After only six months in Music City, Sparks was selected “Best Acoustic Performance” following the crowd’s request for a double encore at her Fan Fair 2005 debut at the Gibson Showcase Theater. She and her backing band had only been together for ten days. As a result, Tori’s creative vocal stylings and striking stage presence have become her calling card in Nashville and beyond. She was highlighted on U2’s summer concert tickets website following a press release that happened to cite the rock band as one of her strongest influences. The writer/ performer was later nominated for the 2005 AIRA Awards for  “Album of the Year” and “Female Vocalist of the Year.”

           Tori is gearing up to be back on the road in 2006. Her debut music video -- the title track of her album “Rivers + Roads” – was debuted at her standing-room only music video release party in November of 2005. The video is receiving airplay on regional  and national programming in Los Angeles, New York, Boston, Dallas, Phoenix, and other cities. Her album "Rivers + Roads" has made an impression at radio, going to #1 on WDPS in Dayton and continuing to climb the charts in other regions as word-of-mouth spreads.  Tori recently opened her own publishing company, Hand Over Foot, and is incubating songs for her next release under the auspices of her own label, Glass Mountain Records.  Catch Tori Sparks online on one of 100+ digital distributors in 25 countries, including the new Napster and Apple’s iTunes, and 20 CD retailers including Tower.com, Borders.com, and others.  Please see www.torisparks.com for more information.
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