CLEAN TECHNOLOGY PRESS EVENT

Business leaders in clean technology discuss their

competitive advantage in today’s market
Thursday, June 15 at 12:45 PM, New York, NY
Contact: Anne Claire Broughton

919-530-1177, ext. 403, broughton@sjfund.com 

PRESS PASSES AVAILABLE

New York, NY– On Thursday, June 15, eight CEOs from successful green technology companies will share their experience in the rapidly growing market segment called “cleantech.” The event, Cleantech Companies in Mainstream Markets: Second Annual CEO Panel on Innovative Strategies, is a unique opportunity to meet the business leaders of companies that are changing the world through environmental innovation. It will be held from 8:00 am to 1:30 pm at Deutsche Bank, 60 Wall Street, 47th floor, New York, NY. 

Last year, investments in cleantech grew 35% to a record $1.6 billion in North America alone, making it now the fifth largest investment category following biotech, software, medical and telecommunications according to data released in March 2006 by the Cleantech Venture Network. The recent launch of the NASDAQ Clean Edge U.S. Index is evidence of the strength and staying power of this investment category. Green ventures are scaling up rapidly and cleantech IPOs are yielding strong returns.  This growth is coming at a time when it is needed most. Global warming, depletion of resources, rising energy prices and heightened concern over energy, water and food security are motivating industries to seek new ways to help solve environmental problems while achieving business success.

Included on the panel of CEOs who are carrying out innovative strategies and growing venture-backed companies are: Scott Griffith, Zipcar; Jonathan Bragdon, Tricycle; Jesse D. Johnson, Q Collection; Chip Slack, Intechra; Bill McKenney, InkTec Zone; Jeffery Wolfe, Global Resources Options; Jim La Rosa, ForesTrade, and; Charles B. Hamlin, Cambridge Water Technology. (See further descriptions below.)  This panel will demonstrate how well-conceived business models can compete successfully in today’s market. 

The press event is at 12:45 PM at which time the CEOs will be available for exclusive media interviews. Press should register by contacting Anne Claire Broughton at 919-530-1177 ext 403, or by email broughton@sjfund.com. Security is tight on Wall Street, so pre-registration is required.
Cleantech Companies in Mainstream Markets: Second Annual CEO Panel on Innovative Strategies: 

· Zipcar – Self-service, on-demand cars by the hour or the day, saving gas and money and reducing pollution in the $349 B car ownership/leasing and rental market.  Recently raised $20 MM in lease financing from General Electric’s Commercial Financing Group.  www.zipcar.com 


· Tricycle – High quality carpet simulation samples, reducing waste and energy use and saving time and money for the $12 B carpet industry.  SIM, Tricycle’s sustainable samples, listed as one of Architectural Record’s top 10 digital products of 2005.  www.tricycleinc.com
· Q Collection – Chic and sustainable home furnishings and fabric in the $400 B interiors industry in response to growing concerns over indoor air quality and unsustainable manufacturing techniques.  Recently showcased in Town and Country and CNN Headline News.  www.qcollection.com 

· Intechra  – Information technology asset disposition and technology life cycle solutions in the $2 B E-Waste/E-Recycling market.  Kept 20 million pounds of electronic waste out of landfills in 2005. www.intechra.com   


· InkTec Zone – Bringing inkjet cartridge refilling to mainstream retailers in the United States and Canada, saving money for consumers and reducing inkjet cartridges sent to landfills. A $10 B market.   www.inkteczone.us 


· Global Resources Options – Designs, distributes, sells and installs solar energy systems making it a significant presence in the $1.5 B U.S. solar energy market.  Secured $88 MM supply contract with Evergreen Solar. www.globalresourceoptions.com 


· ForesTrade – Supplies and imports organic tropical spices, essential oils, vanilla and Fair Trade coffee in the $12 B organic foods market. Customers include Starbucks/Tazo Tea, Green Mountain Coffee, and Frontier Herbs. Supplies 15 percent of FairTrade coffee sold in the U.S.  www.forestrade.com


· Cambridge Water Technology – Purifying wastewater in less time and with less infrastructure and energy through the CoMag technology.  

Cleantech Companies in Mainstream Markets: Second Annual CEO Panel on Innovative Strategies is presented by SJF Ventures, a green venture capital fund that invests in high growth companies with sales of $1MM to $20MM, throughout the Eastern U.S. with a particular focus on the New York market. SJF has $30 million under management and a portfolio of sixteen companies in the cleantech, technology-enabled business services, and natural consumer products industries. www.sjfund.com
The lead sponsors for the event are Deutsche Bank and Citibank.  Sponsors are Reitler, Brown & Rosenblatt and Spencer Clarke LLC.  The event is presented in association with the Cleantech Venture Network (www.cleantech.com). 

Learn more about this event at www.sjfund.com. Participant registration fee is $100 and includes a light lunch.  Media should register by contacting broughton@sjfund.com. 

Security is tight on Wall Street, so pre-registration is required.
