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Biographical Information

Zafra Lerman is a faculty member of Columbia College Chicago, where she serves as Distinguished Professor of Science and Public Policy and director of the Institute for Science Education and Science Communication.

She also is the chair and original moving force behind Frontiers of Chemical Sciences: Research and Education in the Middle East.  This on-going effort, which began with an international symposium in Malta in December 2003, encourages chemical scientists from all countries in the region and around the world to address environmental, health and educational issues in the Middle East.  A second symposium was conducted in November, 2005.

It is this work that was recognized by the New York Academy of Sciences, which bestowed its 2005 Heinz R. Pagels Human Rights Award for her "effective and tireless work on behalf of dissident scientists throughout the world and in particular [her] groundbreaking efforts in the Middle East."  This is the same award that was previously given to Andrei Sakharov.
After earning her doctorate in chemistry at the Weizmann Institute of Science in Israel, Prof. Lerman pursued research in isotope effects, working at Cornell and Northwestern universities in the United States and the Swiss Polytechnic in Zurich, Switzerland.

However, she has won her greatest international recognition for the innovative approach she developed for teaching science to non-science majors.  She has lectured on her methods all over the U.S. and in many other countries, including Australia, Brazil, Britain, China, Cuba, Egypt, Great Britain, Germany, Hungary, Israel, Japan, Kenya, Mexico, Russia, South Africa and Turkey.

In 1998, Prof. Lerman received the American Chemical Society (ACS) Award for Encouraging Disadvantaged Students into Careers in the Chemical Sciences.  In 1999, she received the Presidential Award for Excellence in Science, Mathematics and Engineering Mentoring from President William J. Clinton.  In 2000 and 2001, she was presented with the World Cultural Council’s Jose Vasconcelos World Award for Education and was elected a Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science. 

More recently, she received the James Flack Norris Award for Outstanding Achievement in the Teaching of Chemistry, the 2003 Charles Lathrop Parsons Award for Outstanding Public Service to Chemistry and the 2005 Ronald Nyholm Lectureship from the British Royal Society of Chemistry. 

