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What’s up with Musicalfamilytree.com?

The site is a free archive of 1000’s of MP3’s by mostly Indie rock bands that are also 
mostly from Indiana. Basically it all started as a way for a group of friends who origi-
nally met in Bloomington, Indiana back in the mid-1990s to share their music. Everyone had 
these cassette tapes, DAT’s and a hand full of CD’s and we needed a communal environ-
ment where it could all be documented and appreciated by others. Over time it has grown 
from a couple dozen bands to over 200. We have also followed our friends as they have 
moved around the country, made music with new friends and then we get their friends on 
the site and so on. So basically the end goal is to show how all quality music is somehow 
connected. We are following our friends and seeing where they go, who they meet and 
what it all sounds like. This comp is a sample of their music.

Who’s behind this?

The site was started by Jeb Banner one winter night in early 2004. he ran it off his home 
computer for the first 9 months. Later Joe Downey got on board to help re-design the site 
and get it set up as a proper database. Chris Menkhaus is our loyal live show archivist 
and all around great guy. Also Jenny Banner, Eric Cox, Jake Petroff and PJ Christie help 
out in many ways. 

Compiled and Notes by Jeb Banner, Mastered by Carl Saff (saffmastering.com), Cover Art 
by Jason Pierce of Mperfect Design (mperfectdesign.com). Thanks to Jason pierce and Todd 
at Luna for their help in making this happen, Artemis, Standard, Secretly Canadian, Flat 
Earth, Affirmation and Arena Rock Recording Company FOR THEIR SUPPORT, And to all our 
friends, the bands & their fans. let us know your thoughts: jeb@musicalfamilytree.com

01. Margot and the Nuclear So and So’s
Indianapolis, Indiana. Formed around Richard Edward’s songs and drawing from the talent of local bands 
including The Academy and Pravada.  The 8 member band gelled early on and has become an excellent live 
band. Margot has signed with Artemis and recently released their debut album to wide acclaim. More than 
any other band in recent memory, Margot is poised to expose our little scene to a wider audience. “Walking 
Up and Walking Out” is  an outtake from ‘The Dust of Retreat.’

Recorded by Tyler Watkins. Richard Edwards: Vocals, Guitars, Andy Fry- Guitars, BANJO, Chris Fry: Drums, Tyler 
Watkins: Bass: Kenny Childers: Background  vocals

02. Mysteries of Life
Bloomington, Indiana. The band formed in 1996 around the  husband/wife team of Jake Smith and Freda Love 
after leaving Antenna. The  band got signed to RCA in the post-Nirvana label frenzy. After a rocky ride  and 
two stellar albums they’ve found a better match with local Indie labels.  They are releasing a new album 
on Affirmation Records this summer (‘06).  “Stop Thinking” is taken from this album and was co-written by Jake 
and Dale  Lawrence (Vulgar Boatmen).

“Stop Thinking” written by Dale Lawrence and Jake Smith, Deep Dark/Airport Decision Music. Performed by MOL: 
Jake Smith, Freda Love, Kenny Childers. Produced by Paul Mahern at the White Ark.

03. John P. Strohm
Birmingham, Alabama. Originally from Bloomington, Indiana.  John probably has the most storied career of 
any musician on the site. He started off as a teen with the very popular Blake Babies then the Lemonheads 
and later Antenna, Velo Deluxe, The Hello Strangers and again the Lemonheads and Blake Babies. Follow 
that? John is now a music lawyer while remaining active musically. “Rise and Shine” is a preview from his 
upcoming solo album.

John P Strohm Wrote “RISE AND SHINE” by himself, produced, plays guitar and sings. Don Piper: engineer, EdAck-
erson: mix engineer, Drew Glackin: bass, Konrad Meissner: drums, claves, Bo Butler: backing vocals, 
Lee E. Bains III: guitar

04. Vess Ruhtenberg
Indianapolis, IN. Vess probably has his name on more releases than anyone else on this comp. Between his 
many bands including United States Three, The Pieces, Datura Seeds and Zero Boys, as well as numerous re-
cording projects as a musician and/or engineer/producer. One of the things that sets Vess apart is how con-
sistently stellar his music and recordings are. This track “Is It Good?” is from an upcoming solo release.

Recorded by Vess Ruhtenberg. All instruments by Vess except Devon Ashley played the Drums. Vessongs 2003

05. Marty Green
Indianapolis, IN. Revered for his mid 1990’s  work with seminal Indie band Sardina (Indianapolis/Bloomington). 
Marty has continued writing and recording songs over the past 10 years. “Beer Alley” is an unreleased re-
cording he did recently at Dave Jablonski’s house. Hubert from Margot and the Nuclear So and So’s added the 
wonderful horn section.

Written By: Martin Green. Recorded and Produced by David Jablonski at Calamity Kit. Martin Green: Vocals, 
Acoustic Guitar, Dave Jablonski: Drums, Bass, Hubert Glover Jr.: Trumpet, 
Trombone

06. Tim Jones
Los Angeles, CA. Tim sent us this great un-released demo that he recently recorded out in LA. He says it isn’t 
donE, but we loved it. He has one of the best voices to come out of Indiana. He is now in  the Country/Rock band 
Chevy Downs with a gaggle of displaced Bloomington friends.

recorded by Russel Cook at Asylum studios. Tim Jones: gUItAr, vocals, marco meneghin: drums, jeff Downey: 
bass. “LORD I REALLY NEED YOU NOW” written by Tim Jones / Just a Southern Song (ASCAP).

07. Heidi Gluck
Manitoba, Canada. Formerly from North Dakota, Indianapolis, INDIANA and Lawrence, Kansas. Heidi made her 

mark in The Pieces (with Vess and Devon Ashley) shortly after moving to Indianapolis. She showed up playing 
bass, guitar, piano and slide, WHILE also writing and singing these great songs. Everyone was blown away. 
Soon she joined Some Girls with Freda Love and Juliana Hatfield and later The Only Children based out of 
Lawrence, Kansas.  She still plays with both bands and lives in Canada with her husband Josh Berwanger 
(The Only Children) and their son.

“Wake Up” BY  Gluck/Berwanger. Recorded at home by Heidi and Josh. All instruments BY THEM AS WELL.

08. Hands Down Eugene
Nashville, TN. This band came on our radar when  they played a show at Radio Radio here in Indianapolis. Their 
drummer, Andy Synder, was a friend from Bloomington and has been our entry into the impressive Nashville 
music scene. After hearing this song at some live shows I knew it had to be on the comp. They kindly recorded 
it exclusively for its inclusion here.

“Slow Down” Matt Moody: bass, vocals, Andy Willhite: guitar, backing vox, Ryan Ervin: guitar, backing vox, Andy 
Snyder: drums, Todd Kemp: keyboard, backing vox, Mason Vickery: lap steel, Matt Martin: guitar, percussion. 
Recorded at No Budget Studios Nashville, TN by Dean Bratcher, assisted by Brandes Holcombe.

09. Emperor Penguin
San Francisco, CA and Chicago, IL.  This dynamic duo has been slinging the hits for about a decade now and 
have released a couple albums on My Pal God Records. Although shrouded behind the  mist of their secret 
identities, you can find both members on other songs on this comp. “Overboogie” is an unreleased recent 
recording.

Recorded and mixed by Mel Stanke and Lazlo Minimart at Boogie Cube, Ltd.

10. Brando
Bloomington, Indiana. This ever changing band has one constant in front man/songwriter Derek Richey. Al-
though Brando has had almost 30 members over the last decade the sound remains defined by Derek’s amaz-
ing voice and ridiculously prolific songwriting. This track was recorded by Derek with Jeb Banner and Lon-
Paul Ellrich in 2004 at Queensize. “YOUR NELSON NOW” was written by the trio during the recording session.

Recorded by Jeb to 1” 16 track. DEREK RICHEY: Vocals, Keyboard, JEB BANNER: Guitars, Bass, LONPAUL ELLRICH: 
Drums

11. BigBigcar
Muncie/Indianapolis, IN. BIGBIGcar was originally known to us and others as Richard Edward’s stellar back 
up’s in Archer  Avenue. But they have created a unique sound and following all their own. “Peace Attack!” is 
from an upcoming release on Standard Records.

Written by: David Adamson, Produced by: Tyler Watkins & David Adamson. David Adamson: Guitar, Vocals, Cow-
bell, Jeffrey Costello: Bass, Pat Okerson: Drums, ANDY YOUNG: Keyboard, LISA BERLIN: Saw, Dan Fahrner, Benny 
Sanders, Maggie Kubley, Frank Reber: Handclaps, Footstomps, Shouts

12. Marmoset
Indianapolis, IN. Marmoset has been in a  constant state of flux for the past 5 or so years. It appears they 
are approaching another high tide mark with a new album coming out soon on Secretly Canadian. Through 
all the changes Jorma and Dave have continued writing great songs. “Treat a Boy” is an outtake from their 
upcoming release.

written by jorma whittaker. published by marmosongs (ASCAP), Recorded by dave jablonski, Mixed by lonpaul 
ellrich. Marmoset is dave jablonski, jason cavan & jorma whittaker.

13. RESTING Rooster
Bloomington, Indiana. The core members of Rooster are David and Joe Bower (brothers) and Cyrus Resur. They 
have also surfaced as The Vegetables. “Don’t Cry” is a beautiful unreleased track from some recent record-
ings. I first heard it when visiting the band in September of 2005. I made them play it for me TWICE, now you 
get to hear it too.

“DON’T CRY” written by David Bower, recorded by Brad Cash, produced by Isaac Edwards. performed by David 
Bower, Cyrus Resur, Joseph Bower, Isaac Edwards, and Brad Cash. portraits by Maron Resur

14. More Animals of the Arctic
Indianapolis, IN. This band also incarnates as Odawas. Each create their own unique sonic landscape. This 
track “Tom’s Death” perfectly captures the mid 1970’s Neil Young vibe that Michael has  beautifully re-
channeled.

Written by  Michael Tapscott, 2006 la musica del yeti. Performed by Michael  Tapscott, Isaac Edwards, Brad 
Cash

15. Gentleman Caller
Bloomington, Indiana. Originally started by Kenny Childers as something of a Brando side project. this band 
has evolved nicely over the last 5 years into a powerful live act AND ALSO JUST RELEASED an exceptional 
new album ‘Until We Are Missing’ on Affirmation Records.

“THE OTHER SHOE” Written by Childers (ASCAP- Broadripple Nightclubs  Music), Richey (ASCAP). Recorded by 
Derek Richey in the Smokey Lung. Kenny Childers: vocals, guitars, bass, Freda Love: drums, Derek Richey: 
organ, vocals, percussion, Erik Trojnar: lead bass, guitar

16. Winechuggers
San Francisco, CA. Fronted by Indiana native Bill Cameron. Bill has a unique musical talent, he is truly a 
natural musician.  His previous/current bands include Brown Betty, Sardina, Easy 6 and Emperor Penguin 
(also on this comp). The Winechuggers have re-constituted as a live band  in San Francisco.  This track “Sum-
mer Dresses” is a cover of a Gentleman Caller song.

written by Kenny Childers. Ashley Adams: bass, Michael Cormier: pedal steel, Bill Cameron: piano,  vocals, 
Kent Jolly: acoustic guitar

17. The Saturday Nights
Chicago, IL. This band features four Indiana ex-pats who all made their way to Chicago for different rea-
sons and ended up in The Saturday Nights. All the members have an illustrious past/present in numerous 
bands including Old Pike, Chevy Downs, The Staple Guns, The Warmth and DeMilos. The Saturday Nights re-
cently  released their impressive debut album ‘Queenslandicus.’ “Ghosts” is an  exclusive they recorded 
for this comp.

written by Finn Swingley. Finn Swingley: guitars, vocals, Mellotron, Paul  Foreman: guitars, vocals, Mel-
lotron, Jason Brammer: bass guitar, Joe Daley: drums, percussion. Basic tracks recorded at Phantom Manor 
in Chicago and engineered  by Mike Lust. Additional tracking, engineered, MIXED AND MASTERED by Carl Saff 
at Saff Mastering.

18. Everything, Now!
Muncie, Indiana. After self-releasing their epic  masterpiece “Sunshine of Doom” in 2004 they responded 
with an equally impressive EP on Standard Records in 2005 “Police!, Police!”. This track “Go, Car, Go” is from 
an unreleased EP, “Passages from Bible Universe, Passages to  Bible Universe”, the other songs from that EP 
are available on musicalfamilytree.com.

Recorded Live in February 2006 by Wes DeBoy & Everything, Now! Jon Rogers: Guitar, Vocals, Drew DeBoy: Keys, 
Glockenspiel, Percussion, Jared Cheek: Keys, Chad SerhaL: Guitar, Richard Knapp: Bass, Erick Sherman: Drums, 
Justin Clark & Dave SegedY: Percussion, John Muylle: acoustic guitar

19. Silver State 
NYC, ny.  Originally from Indianapolis and Las Vegas. After Caleb  Lindskoog relocated to NYC he has started 
reconstituting the band and is  looking to begin recording and playing out. “Cross Country” is an unre-
leased  track completed shortly after Caleb moved to NYC. Caleb’s songwriting, singing and playing is 
entirely top shelf.

Song by: Caleb Lindskoog, Recorded by Caleb, Alex Stopa on drums, Caleb played everything else
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