Six Axioms on English Spelling:

1. The letters of the alphabet were designed to represent speech sounds; that is the alphabetic principle.

	
	The alphabetic principle makes literacy easy, allowing the reader to pronounce words from their spelling, and the writer to spell them from their sounds. 

	3.
	As pronunciation changes through the ages, the alphabetic principle tends to be corrupted; the spelling of words then needs to be adapted to show the new sounds.

	4.
	Unlike other languages, English has not systematically modernized its spelling over the past 1,000 years, and today it only haphazardly observes the alphabetic principle.

	5.
	Neglect of the alphabetic principle now makes literacy unnecessarily difficult in English throughout the world, and learning, education and communication all suffer.

	6.
	Procedures are needed to manage improvements to English spelling as a world communication system.


See www.spellingsociety.org
