The Simplified Spelling Society (established 1908)

Email and Text Messaging are leading the changes in English spelling.  The use of phonetics has now become the norm within the body of text and email messaging; updating the English language in much the same way set out in the aims and objectives of the Simplified Spelling Society (SSS).

As the SSS move towards their centenary in 2008 their drive to publicise the unnecessary difficulties of English spelling and the benefits that its simplification would bring about are gaining an unlikely boost from texters and emailers across the nation. The enthusiasm for texting is proving that English speakers are frustrated with conventional spelling. 

In languages utilising phonetic spelling children learn to spell in half the time of their UK counterparts. Chairman of the Simplified Spelling Society Jack Bovill says; ‘there are no spelling lessons in Spain, Korea, Turkey or Sweden’.

The SSS suggest that with simplified spelling working alongside traditional forms, children would learn far more quickly and illiteracy rates would drop with the acceptance of alternative spellings.

 Unlike other European languages English spelling hasn’t undergone any significant reform for 1,000 years. There are at least 3500 commonly used English words which are spelt unpredictably. German has 800, Spanish 600 and Italian a  mere 400 – the SSS point to this being the reason why Italian children lean to read in a couple of months and write well after just two years at school.  Whereas a quarter of English speaking kids cannot read properly by age 11 and around 7 million in the UK and 40 million in the US are functionally illiterate.

The SSS point to a staggering 50% of English speakers as having spelling problems and suggest that simplification is the answer to the problem as it has been in other major languages.

Chris Upward’s ‘Cut Spelling’ text is considered the most successful model – cutting out redundant letters, the double letters inserted in medieval times by scribes who were paid by the letter.    Chairman Jack Bovill says ;’when Tyndale’s Bible was first produced he took it abroad to be printed.  The foreign printers weren’t particular with the typeset and certain letters were dropped while other letters were inserted.  For example the printer took exception to ‘muther’ and the Cwen (Queen)’.

Jack wants to avoid getting into traditionalist arguments over the way to solve the problem. He is more keen to raise awareness of the anomalies and to up the membership of the SSS in order to promote the aims and promote research and debate on ways of reforming spelling.    Jack Bovill says; ‘ I want to avoid getting into the nitty gritty of the argument and instead to look at how a few current spellings, used in text, could easily be adopted so that students aren’t penalised in exams’ by those words. This would not stop traditionalist from using older forms, such as we might with shew and grey, rather than show and gray. .

Those in favor of simplified spelling say children would learn faster. Opponents say a new system would make spelling even more confusing. 

Six Axioms on English Spelling:

1. The letters of the alphabet were designed to represent speech sounds; that is the alphabetic principle.

	
	The alphabetic principle makes literacy easy, allowing the reader to pronounce words from their spelling, and the writer to spell them from their sounds. 

	3.
	As pronunciation changes through the ages, the alphabetic principle tends to be corrupted; the spelling of words then needs to be adapted to show the new sounds.

	4.
	Unlike other languages, English has not systematically modernized its spelling over the past 1,000 years, and today it only haphazardly observes the alphabetic principle.

	5.
	Neglect of the alphabetic principle now makes literacy unnecessarily difficult in English throughout the world, and learning, education and communication all suffer.

	6.
	Procedures are needed to manage improvements to English spelling as a world communication system.


See www.spellingsociety.org
