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Gunnar Office Furnishings has been serving the business community in Calgary since 1979.  In our 26 year history, Gunnar has taken a proactive approach in addressing the problems that arise in the office environment. 

The Gunnar History

1979 through 1985 Gunnar recognized the acoustical problems surrounding printers, thus developing the Sound Hood.

From the mid eighties to the mid nineties ergonomic problems in the workplace resulted in the design, development, and manufacturing of the very first height adjustable system worldwide.

From the mid nineties until present date Gunnar has addressed several environmental issues found in the workplace.  This has lead to our ISO 14001 certification as well as the use of water based products such as lacquers and glues and the manufacturing of our movable wall products which are 100% recyclable, totally eliminating the need for gypsum.

Unfortunately since the events of September 11th Gunnar has taken a proactive approach pertaining to the threat of criminal or terrorist activities.  This has resulted in the development of our newest product line, Protective Office Furniture Systems.  The intent of this product is to provide a risk reduction for the user in events including criminal or terrorist activities and natural disasters. 

Mission Statement:

To provide a ‘Protective Office Furniture System’ (POFS) to reduce risk and enhance the probability of survival in the event of a building collapse due to terrorist attack, criminal activity or natural disaster through several features contained in a unique, patented design.
Our Product:

Gunnar has undertaken this development on our own due to the post 9-11 environment. Outside of prototypes and test units, we have initial deployment of 2 suites to the construction site of the U.S. Embassy in Iraq.

The Gunnar ‘POFS’ incorporates a combination of at least 16 key features and subsystems in order to maximize our protective envelope.

The intent of the Protective Office Furniture System is to help safeguard an office worker and their surrounding colleagues from the effects of a blast and structural ceiling collapse.

Our Testing:
Gunnar undertook a series of Wind Tunnel Tests, Crush Tests, both static and dynamic, and finally, Blast Tests in order to develop and enhance the design and placement in order to provide maximum protection for the employee.

The Wind Tunnel testing allowed us to explore the effects of gas traps, as would be found in a blast situation, in order to design our product effectively.

Static Crush Tests were done at DRDC at the Canadian Forces Base, Suffield. The results showed a minimum of 40 tons pressure on our Personal Protection Pod (PPP).

A series of Dynamic Crush Tests were completed at the Emergency Heavy Rescue Centre in Calgary with typical building rubble debris. The rubble debris included loads of approximately 1,000 pounds, 10,000 pounds, a cargo truck, and other debris all dropped from a height of approximately 14 feet. A protective void was maintained in the Personal Protection Pod throughout the entire day of testing. Proving this product has the capability of providing your employees with a safe haven to rely on in times of danger.

Patents & Certifications:
* Gunnar * is a registered Trademark

Patent Office, U.S. Provisional Application #60/523,089

PCT Application #PCT/CA2004/001988

ISO 9001

ISO 14001

Building Redundancy into your disaster plan:

Whether you are protecting your staff from natural or man-made disasters, redundancy is the key to a high survival rate.  Protection begins outside at the interface with the world around:

1. ►
Landscaping designed to slow and allow for video monitoring and identification of those approaching the building including structures erected keeping cars from encroaching on the building.

2. ►
Structural facades of buildings provide reinforced protection against terrorist attacks and provide greater strength against natural disasters.

3. ►
Windows in buildings are either bullet proof or treated with a protective coating to help contain glass fragmentation.

4. ►
Security guards and metal detectors positioned at all entrances.

And then what?  

If the lines of defense to this point are breached, where do your employees turn to for safety?  We have always been told, that in case of disaster to hide under a table or other strong structure in the hope of finding a void and having your life spared.
* VOID SEARCH:

“A considerable amount of the search effort following a building collapse is dedicated to searching void spaces in the rubble. These locations provide the highest probability of human survival.”



*Taken from the “International Fire Service Training Association Manual”
Now, we can take most of the luck out of the equation and ensure that you have your own purposeful void under your desk.  
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