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WHEREAS, more than 1000 years ago Leif Erikson and his crew left Greenland
and journeyed across the Atlantic Ocean seeking unknown lands; and

WHEREAS, their courage, determination and discovery opened the world to new
exploration; and

WHEREAS, overcoming hardship and adversity, Leif Erikson and his crew are
believed to be the first Europeans to set foot on North American soil; and

WHEREAS, each year during the month of October, this historic voyage is
celebrated throughout the world, especially in Iceland, Norway, Denmark, Sweden,

Finland and Nordic communities throughout the United States;

NOW, THEREFORE, 1, Christine O. Gregoire, Governor of the state of
Washington, do hereby proclaim October 9, 2006, as

Leif Erikson Day

in Washington State, and I urge all citizens to join me in this special observance.

Signed this 22™ day of September, 2006

T :

Governor Christine O. Gregoire





