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OCTOBER 6, 2006 
Contact information follows release 
 

Attention Talkers on the Left: The Search for 
 the Next Progressive Talk Radio Star Starts Monday, October 9  

 
Clear Channel Radio, Center for American Progress Action Fund,  

Jones Radio Networks and MSS, Inc. join forces in a nationwide talent search  
for the next Progressive Talk Radio Star 

 
SAN ANTONIO, WASHINGTON DC, and CENTENNIAL Colo. – October 6, 2006 - 
Clear Channel Radio, The Center for American Progress Action Fund, Jones Radio 
Networks, and MSS, Inc, announced today a collaboration to launch a nationwide search 
for the next Progressive Talk Radio Star. The groups announced the contest will begin 
on Monday, October 9 with local promotions at participating stations and culminate in a 
final broadcast in front of a live studio audience in Washington, DC on Thursday, 
November 16. Entries will be judged by an expert panel including one of the highest-
rated progressive talk hosts on the airwaves, Ed Schultz. 
 
A national at-large contest will be held at the same time as the local promotions at 
TalkProgress.com, a website designed by Nakea LLC. “TalkProgress.com will combine 
the topical heat of top blogs like Think Progress with the cool media richness of 
YouTube. TalkProgress promises to be one of the most dynamic interactive communities 
for the online user,” said Chris Nakea, President and CEO of Nakea, LLC. In addition to 
holding the At Large contest, the site will follow contestants’ progress and provide 
behind-the-scenes interviews, candid moments, and other elements of a contest that’s 
sure to enhance the experience of the audience. 
 
The Progressive Talk Format was born in March 2004 in Portland, OR, when Clear 
Channel Radio’s 50,000 watt AM radio station changed its call letters to KPOJ and 
became the first major market talk radio station to program all Progressive Talk. To 
demonstrate the popularity and scope of the Progressive talk format, KPOJ skyrocketed 



up the charts from #23 to #1 (Adults 25-54) based on the first full ratings evaluation 
period, according to Arbitron. Since that time, nearly 100 radio stations nationwide 
(including 8 out of the top 10 markets) have programmed Ed Schultz and other 
progressive talkers.  
 
Center for American Progress Action Fund President John Podesta said, “Talk radio has 
emerged as a potent force for driving the national debate. We’re working towards a return 
to a balance in the airwaves by supporting this initiative to bring more progressive voices 
to the microphone.”  
 
“Progressive Talk has grown so big, so fast, that all of us in the industry are searching 
high and low for more great Progressive Talk radio talent,” observed MSS president and 
radio entrepreneur Paul “Woody” Woodhull. “Great talkers like Ed Schultz, Bill Press, 
and Al Franken are hard to find.”      
 
“Clear Channel has championed Progressive Talk by committing 23 great radio stations 
to the format,” commented Clear Channel VP of AM programming Gabe Hobbs. “We 
need to follow that commitment with finding and training the next generation of great 
talkers.” 
 
Amy Bolton, 2005 and 2006 Talk Radio Industry Executive of the Year and Vice 
President/General Manager of the Talk Radio division of Jones Radio Networks, 
predicted, “This national talent search will be the ideal training ground for many local 
talkers to break into the national arena,” and added, “From the beginning, Jones Radio 
Networks has pioneered the discovery and syndication of new Progressive Talk talent and 
we’ve only just begun!” 
 
The local winners and an at-large winner, who will each receive a $1,000 cash prize, will 
proceed to the next phase of the competition when a panel of judges announces the final 
eight participants on Saturday, November 4 during the inaugural broadcast of the network 
program, Progressive Talk Radio Star. The contestants will be narrowed down through 
quarterfinal and semifinal broadcasts, with two finalists winning an all-expense paid trip 
to Washington, DC to participate in the final broadcast on Thursday, November 16. 
These final two contestants, competing for a nationally syndicated radio show, will 
perform live before the judges, the media, and a studio audience at the Center for 
American Progress Action Fund. 
 
 
About Clear Channel Radio 
 
Clear Channel Radio is a leading radio company focused on serving local communities 
across the U.S. with more than 110 million listeners choosing Clear Channel Radio 
programming each week. The company's content can be heard on AM/FM stations, HD 
digital radio channels, on the Internet, via iPods, through Motorola's iRadio cell-phone 
service, and via mobile-navigation devices from Cobra, Garmin, Kenwood, and others. 
The company's operations include radio broadcasting, syndication, and independent 



media representation. Clear Channel Radio is a division of Clear Channel 
Communications, Inc. (NYSE:CCU), a leading global media and entertainment company. 
More information on the company can be found at www.clearchannel.com. 
 
About the Center for American Progress Action Fund 
 
The Center for American Progress Action Fund is the sister advocacy organization of the 
Center for American Progress. The Action Fund transforms progressive ideas into policy 
through rapid response communications, legislative action, grassroots organizing and 
advocacy, and partnerships with other progressive leaders throughout the country and the 
world. The Action Fund is also the home of the Progress Report. 
 
About Jones Radio Networks®, Inc. 
 
A subsidiary of Jones Media Group®, Ltd. (JMG), Jones Radio Networks, Inc. (JRN) is 
America’s leading independent radio programming company, with offices and studios in 
New York, Seattle, Denver and Nashville. JRN’s lineup includes 11 different 24-Hour 
formats; CMA’s 2005 National Broadcast Personality of the Year Liasm, Danny Wright 
All Nightsm and Classic Country Weekend with Bill Codysm. JRN also syndicates talk 
programs, including: Ed Schultz, Stephanie Miller, Neal Boortz; Consumer Champion 
Clark Howard and The Bill Press Show. JMG also owns Jones Banana Network™, Inc., 
American Comedy Network™ and Jones MediaAmerica®, Inc., the largest independent 
ad sales representation company in the U.S and JonesTM. Visit www.jonesradio.com, 
www.mediaamerica.com and www.americancomedynetwork.com, www.jonestm.com 
 
About Media Syndication Services, Inc. 
 
Media Syndication Services, Inc. (MSS), is an independent radio production and 
consulting company located in Washington DC and led by President and CEO, Paul 
Woodhull, a twelve-year veteran of the talk radio industry. MSS has been  responsible for 
the successful launch of numerous talk programs for both commercial and non-
commercial radio stations, such as “The Loose Leaf Book Company” hosted by Tom 
Bodett, and “Ideas@Work” from The Harvard Business Review.  MSS is also a partner in 
“Face-Off” with Senators Ted Kennedy and John McCain, which is heard every morning 
on over 270 radio stations across the country by over a million listeners. Mr. Woodhull is 
a founding member of Big Eddie Radio Productions, LLC, the original producers of the 
#1 liberal talk show in the country, “The Ed Schultz Show,” and is a founding member of 
Bill Press Partners, LLC, the producers of “The Bill Press Show,” the leading liberal 
morning drive radio program. In addition, MSS provides radio consulting services to the 
Center for American Progress, The Girl Scouts of America, and Congressional Quarterly. 
 
About Nakea, LLC.  
 
Nakea, LLC is a full-service website development company, providing design, 
programming, multimedia production, e-commerce, site management and hosting 
services. The Seattle-based firm was founded by Christopher Nakea, a leader in Internet 



development since 1995. Known for its technical expertise, innovation and creativity, 
Nakea serves clients throughout the U.S. and Canada in a variety of industries, including 
broadcast, retail, medical, and gaming. For more information, visit www.nakea.net. 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
Clear Channel Radio 
Kim Holt / Michele Clarke 
Brainerd Communicators 
(212) 986-6667 
holt@braincomm.com 
clarke@braincomm.com 
 

Center for American Progress Action Fund 
Theodore LeCompte 
(202) 741-6268 
tlecompte@americanprogress.org 

Jones Radio Networks, Inc. 
Kim Ketchel / Amy Bolton 
(303) 784-8461 
kketchel@jonescorp.com 
 

Media Syndication Services 
Paul Woodhull 
(202) 250-4032 
paulwoodhull@comcast.net 

    Nakea, LLC 
    Chris Nakea 
    (800) 951-3317 
    Chris.Nakea@Nakea.Net 
 


