New York State Commercial Bail Industry Saves NY Tax Payers Millions of Dollars Yearly, as Major Concerns Surface Over Superfluous and Punitive Restrictive Collateral Practices in Downstate Courts!
The NYPBA, New York Professional Bail Bondsmen & Agents Continues To Grow As New Members and Supporters Join the Organizations Ranks!
New York, NY (NY Press Room via PRWEB) October 10, 2006 -- George Zouvelos, Founder & President of the NYPBA (New York State Professional Bail Bondsmen & Agents), announced today that despite the endless attacks on the pretrial release process by the courts, support and membership is increasing as the commercial bail industry is saving the New York tax payer Millions annually.
The NYPBA has aggregated notable university studies and calculates a clear and direct correlation between the presence of a strong viable commercial bail industry via Bail Bondsmen and Millions of dollars of savings for the tax paying citizens of the State of New York. Studies also show that if savings are to be increased or maintained the serious issues must be addressed surrounding unwarranted practices perpetrated by many Judges and Justices of New York Criminal and Supreme Courts in downstate New York.

"The NYPBA investigation shows that many Judges in downstate Criminal & Supreme Courts of New York utilize arbitrary and capricious punitive collateral requirements imposed on defendants that otherwise qualify to be released by Bail Bondsman posting a bail bond. These types of abuses are apparent in the NY Times articles dated September 25-27 called "This Is Not America" Broken Bench: In Tiny Courts of N.Y. Abuses of Law and Power. Judges who choose to impose restrictive collateral requirements usually do so immediately after arraignment and without the change in defendant case circumstance. These practices profoundly undermine civil liberties, restrict Bail Bondsman from performing their duties and undermine the New York tax payers by costing them unnecessary Millions of dollars annually," stated George Zouvelos, NYPBA President & Founder.

NYPBA’s ‘Bail Agent Regional Council’ was established to educate the players in the criminal justice system, legislature and the judiciary about the powers and the benefits of having a strong commercial bail industry and Bail Bondsmen in New York State.  Our mandate includes influencing bail bond policy; streamline state-wide court Bondsman procedures and to positively influence bail regulation while continuing to save the tax payer Millions.  Together, we will effectively combat and reverse the negative imagery and reputation the commercial bail industry historically maintains for many.

“Make no mistake about it; many in the criminal justice system believe that it is their duty to regulate the commercial bail industry and Bail Bondsmen from the court bench with derogatory rulings and questionable practices against our industry and clients.  If we allow these practices to continue it will be at a tremendous expense to civil liberties, the New York tax payer and to the families and the staff of small businesses operating bail bond companies across our State,” stated George Zouvelos, President & Founder of the NYPBA.
Pressing issues exist in many parts of New York that pertain to judges of the court that have not yet realized or simply ignore the fact that it is the insurance company Bail Bondsmen who primarily pursues and apprehends a fleeing defendant returning him back to court custody.   Many Judges and the Court forget that when they release a defendant it is into the sole custody of the New York State Bail Bondsman and not any Indemnitor’s paying the Bondsman for the bail.  It is the Bondsman, and not the court that holds Indemnitor’s financially responsible in cases of bond forfeiture.  Most importantly, it is a Bail Bondsman alone who pays the court when a bail bond forfeits and not the defendant or the defendants family as many of those who choose to vilify the commercial bail industry falsely believe.
Many Judges who mandate and or impose punitive collateral requirements and restrictions on insurance companies, bail bonds and Bail Agents, the New York Appellate Court decisions have found that Judges and the Court is acting beyond its purview.  Simply, the decision for collateral is not a judicial, but a business one for non fully secured bail bond collateral falls within the sole business judgment and decision of the insurance company Bondsman.  
Why then are Judges continually disregarding the NY Appellate decisions even after a Bondsman and Attorneys confront them with case law?  This is an extremely chronic condition prevalent in downstate New York and with Criminal and Supreme Court Judges in the counties of Queens, Bronx, Kings, Richmond, Suffolk, Nassau and surrounding areas.  The NYPBA has taken note and will not allow these practices to go unchallenged.
The NYPBA has undertaken the arduous task of touting the essential facts of a having a viable commercial bail industry in the State.  Through the toils of licensed Bail Bondsmen, backed by insurance companies that are worth Billions of dollars, we collectively lift an enormous tax burden that would otherwise be levied against the tax paying citizens of our State.  
However, pundits and world renowned university professors aggregated and calculated important data now found in published studies that clearly define the important economic, sociological and criminal justice system benefits the New York commercial bail industry contributes in dollars and cents.
NYPBA began promoting the strong benefits of the existence of the commercial bail industry.  Simply, our industry saves New York tax payers Millions of dollars each year by freeing costly jail space, unclogging congested court calendars and un straining already taxed corrections, sheriffs and other law enforcement resources.  In comparison, as private bail bond business owners we contribute to the betterment of our State and our existence costs the citizens of the State absolutely nothing.

Calculated tax savings for citizens came in at whopping $175 Million to $300 Million dollars per year in New York State alone.  Although Bail Bondsmen are powerless when deciding bail conditions for a defendant at arraignment, we can high light  the negative aspects of other pretrial release methods that cost tax payers Millions such as ‘cash bail’ and ‘ROR’ that simply do not work as the numbers below will show, in the majority of the cases.  
In New York more than 39% of defendants are ROR’d (Released on Own Recognizance) at arraignments (given the circumstances and negative history of this type of broad stroke release method in some counties this number is shamefully much higher), 23% are given ‘cash bail’ only, 1+% are remand (no bail) and 36% are given some kind of bail bond alternative.  However, calculations specifically indicate that when a defendant is bailed by Bail Bondsmen a 64% more likely to appear for a court appearance.  On the other hand, ‘cash bailees’ and others ROR’d’ by judges maintain a shameful 58% less likely to appear back in court.  
Why then are Bail Bondsmen and the commercial bail industry being purposefully restricted, encumbered and excluded from the pretrial release process more-and-more?  
With ROR and ‘Cash Bail Only’ failure to appear rates are very high and our recently discovered document, issued by New York Governors office, points to the fact that 500,000 outstanding warrants existed in the City of New York in just one year alone!  Remember, New York City comprises only 5 out of the 62 counties found in New York State.  With numbers like these why then are bail bonds not issued as an option for defendants at arraignments more often in order to save the tax payer Millions and insure the defendants return to court?

“Bail Bondsman around in New York and around the United States already knows that long after the premium dollars collected are spent, the job of a Bail Bondsman merely begins.  In the past, the commercial bail industry has failed miserably to proactively and positively represent itself to policy makers, legislators, judiciary and the public.  Instead, we were reactive and frequently entangled or otherwise engaged in clarifying client rights and fending off malicious attacks when posting bail in front of New York State Judges,” added Zouvelos.  
To address the aforementioned issues in New York the NYPBA has put into place a cohesive unified and active presence of a strong NYPBA Council.  Through the recommendations of the NYPBA’s -Bail Agents Regional Council-, we will continue to proactively inform the public and petition local and state legislators and regulators.  We will continue to remind the legislators of advantages the commercial bail industry brings to the criminal justice system, to society and to their tax paying constituencies.

“We as an industry are embattled, continually fighting against accusations levied against us, from time-to-time, by State regulators and witnessing and experiencing profound injustices against us and our clients by those who simply and arbitrarily disregard State laws and statutes.  Complicit are individuals and policy makers in the various Department of Correction & Sheriffs Prisons and Jails who out rightly deny and refuse Judge signed and issued ‘Forthwith Release of Defendant Court Order’ that by law releases a prisoner from state custody instead of unlawfully imprisoning him violating his civil rights while costing the tax payer for extra housing as well,” added George Zouvelos.

The NYPBA has found that Small Justice Courts and many Judges & Justices in the Criminal and Supreme Court make decisions utilizing judicial discretion and deference as the sole reasons to disregard High Court decisions as why not to grant bail or turn down a Bail Bondsman request to post a bail bond by further imposing new punitive collateral requirements or bail conditions.  Judges in Manhattan Supreme Court deny bail bonds containing homes accepted for collateral in the States of Texas and Florida; the same with Puerto Rico even after full mortgages have been filed and paid.  The reasons will astonish you.
Bail Agents are witnessing these and many other injustices and realize that the bail industry is now caught in a quagmire thoroughly immersed in a drowning sea of over-regulation, detrimental discriminatory treatment and the lack of compliance with laws and blatant defiant disregard to New York State High Court opinions and rulings.  If the NYPBA does not act to expose and challenge issues theirs no end presently in sight.  

If left untreated, many pundits predict that bail bonds industry will border on the brink of extinction if actions are not implemented.  New York State defendant pretrial release and civil liberties are already directly and profoundly threatened and attacked on a daily basis.

“If we allow these attacks and restrictions against our industry to continue commercial bail may be pushed out of business or substantially diminished further.  If this happens the State will see more individuals unable to be released on bail and be forced to release defendants ROR or Cash Bail alone, both conditions statistically proven to maintain high Failure to Appear Rates (FTA).  The other alternative is unthinkable that would forcibly pack jails with otherwise bailable defendants unnecessarily depriving them of their liberty and costing the taxpayers Millions more.  It is important to note that, the New York City Department of Correction Prisons and Jails are already 98+% capacity,” added Zouvelos.
Bail Agents and supporters are realizing that now is the opportunity to make a difference and be heard by joining the only recognized New York State Bail Bondsman Association sitting on the Council of Presidents, an affiliate body that advises the PBUS (Professional Bondsmen of the United States).  
If the bail bond industry is to continue to thrive and have a strong voice in pretrial release and fiscal issues it must continue to have a strong voice in government.  To have a strong voice in government a strong and active membership and supporter base is needed that actively participates and informs on issues across the State.
I look forward on speaking to all of you in the very near future.
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All figures and estimates are based on calculations utilizing professional university published materials and research. The NYPBA is a legislative advocacy, education, policy and regulation entity specializing in the interests of the membership, citizens of New York and supporters of the commercial bail bond industry. The NYPBA President & Founder George Zouvelos is an active New York State Bail Bondsman in the State of New York.
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