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KASHIF, a boy hailing from Brooklyn, whose name means “inventor, discoverer and magic maker.” He is legendary in the music business, a super producer, a songwriter, an artist, and a music icon.  Kashif has produced and/or written chart topping smash hits for Whitney Houston, Kenny G, George Benson, Barry White, Lil’ Kim, Evelyn Champagne King, Will Downing, Dionne Warwick, Janet Jackson, Johnny Kemp, Glenn Jones, Al Jarreau, Da Brat, and Me’lisa Morgan just to name a few. 

Never knowing his real parents, Kashif grew up in eight foster homes. Learning to play a $3.00 song flute at the age of seven provided him with what turned out to be an important common denominator in his unstable environments.  By age 15, he joined B.T. Express, whose credits included early funk, dance hits like “Here Comes The Express” and “Do It ‘Til You’re  Satisfied,” Kashif was now an accomplished musician at such a young age. 

It was while he was signed as a solo artist with Arista Records, that Kashif teamed with New England Digital to help further develop the Synclavier, the world’s first sampler. His use of the computerized instrument literally changed the face of the music industry. With hit songs like “I Just Got To Have You, Lover Turn Me On” and “Stone Love”, “Help Yourself To My Love” and the Grammy-nominated instrumental “The Mood”.  At this point, Kashif began creating a solid reputation amongst record buyers and listeners everywhere for his own distinctive musical sound.

His second album, “Send Me Your Love” resulted in two Grammy nominations, “Edgartown Groove”, featuring Al Jarreau, and “Call Me Tonight”. While his 1985 release “Condition of the Heart” also yielded another Grammy nomination with “The Movie Song.” He wrote and produced “Inside Love” for George Benson and literally launched the career of Kenny G. with the electrifying “Hi How Ya Doin” and “Nighttime In Tribeca”. He then teamed up with then-newcomer Whitney Houston. The result was Whitney’s first across-the-board smash “You Give Good Love”, which he also co-wrote, and “Thinking About You”, a single track from Whitney’s astounding 17-million selling debut-album. 

Kashif also worked with Whitney Houston on her second, 15-million selling album. He produced and was the legendary Dionne Warwick’s duet partner on the hit “Reservations For Two”. He also enjoyed a major hit of his own with “Love Changes”, a duet with Mel’isa Morgan, taken from his best selling album of the same name, following it with “Kashif”, another well received LP.  

In September of 2003, Kashif marked the release of “Music From My Mind”, a double CD with 15 new songs plus the entire first Kashif LP on Arista records. With songs like “Nothin In The World Like A Black Woman,” “Superfly,” and “Tossin’ Turnin” from the new set and “Lover Turn Me,” “Help Yourself To My Love,” and “Stone love” from the old school set “Music From My Mind”. This CD has become a mainstay in CD players and on radio stations around the world. And to top that off, on November 14th, 2004, Kashif was inducted into the R&B Hall of Fame as a “Living Legend”.  

In 1996, an invitation from the famed UCLA Extension program, Kashif created a course called “Contemporary Record Production With Kashif”. He also wrote and self-published the now highly acclaimed book “Everything You’d Better Know About The Record Industry.” This book is considered by many to be the music industry bible and has already sold 300,000 units to date!
Some widely acclaimed music projects include the theme song for the 2001 Para-Olympics, producing “Brooklyn Breezes” for R&B great Will Downing and producing “R & B Junkie” for Janet Jackson. He also had the distinct pleasure of producing the Duke Ellington Tribute CD for The Duke Ellington Foundation, featuring Nancy Wilson, Kenny Lattimore, Snookie Young and other original members from Dukes band.

Today, Kashif is forgoing even newer trails, using state of the art technology to bridge both artistry and commerce. He is the founder and CEO of Brooklyn Boy Software and Entertainment, and a leader in the development of music business information and resources. Kashif has the vision to guide aspiring musicians and songwriters toward success and achieving their dreams. Kashif’s sweetest song yet, is his music business software, “MUSIC BUSINESS 411- Music Career in a box.”  Boasting over 35,000 music industry contacts for every genre of music, right at your fingertips! Music Business 411 is quickly revolutionizing the way we do business in the music industry!  For more information, please go to www.brooklynboy.com.

And if that is not enough, we will see the launch of “KASHIF UNIVERSITY”, which will educate musicians, songwriters, artists and music entrepreneurs from all over the world about the inner workings of the music business.  

Growing up in the foster care system has inspired Kashif to lend his time and energy to help find ways to improve the lives of the more than 518,000 young people who are in foster care.  He spends much of his time working with child-care agencies around the country helping to improve the system, revamping the message and image of foster care and mentoring young people.  He has even met with the Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger at the State Capitol in Sacramento as a strong advocate for the improvement of the foster care system. Kashif’s mission is to make a difference in the lives of young people in foster care.

Since the 1980’s, this modern day Renaissance man has remained on the cutting edge of music industry trends, often leading the way.  He has left his mark in the fields of songwriting, music production, book publishing, education and technology.  

Undoubtedly, KASHIF’s career had spanned over four decades. With over 70 million records sold worldwide and with the most recommended book on the music business, Kashif continues to be one of the music industry’s most sought after songwriter, producer, author and artist.  His influence is not only felt and heard in his music, his innovations will benefit the music industry as a whole and will be felt for many generations to come!
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