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Astral Records – The Label 
http://www.astralrecordsandmusic.com 

 
Astral Records is a boutique label based in Australia set up for the express purpose of acting as a development label to 
package industry ready artists in order to present to third party major and independent record and publishing companies 
currently active today in the new music economy. The label prides itself on its multi genre artist roster and believes in a 
very simple but proven sales ethic in the market today, “good music will always sell”. To this end Astral launched its online 
storefront in 2004 and by the end of December 2005 had already attracted 977,000 plus visitors to the new look website. 
Today having launched again as Astral Records & Music in March 2006 the highly comprehensive website has just posted 
a staggering 555,000 page impressions and seems to be consistently drawing 4,000 new hits per week.  
 
Astral has a respected world wide network of highly experienced partners and believes in the creation of strategic 
alliances to strengthen its market position and create a greater network of exposure for both its signed and developing 
artist roster. The two most important partnerships recently struck are those with the Black Sea Record Group in Florida for 
the non exclusive press, distribution and release of the labels roster in the US and the PIG Factory both in London and the 
US, who handle under a co-publishing arrangement with the company all Feature film, Television and Advertising 
placements which includes an exclusive deal to provide original music from the labels catalogue to MTV / Vh1 Networks in 
some 124 countries around the world. In addition new deals have been struck with both Music Supervisor and PUMP 
Audio both based in New York to handle the labels extensive licensing arm into media vehicles across the global platform. 
Coupled with the new online digital interface with Burnlounge.com under it’s new DEAD Famous Artist Management and 
label banner also based in NY the label now has the power to access a major online store with over a million plus albums 
for digital sale as both single tracks and full album downloads. In addition the ease of the platform allows the label to 
continue to build its retail catalogue for sale with its new artists while maintaining a Pyramid style of downline sales 
through its online retailer membership. 
 

Burnlounge.com 
New York based online and digital retailer, Burnlounge.com is without a doubt the new Millenniums answer to Apple I 
Tunes with one great distinction, it presents a greater return for both the label and its artists. By creating an accessible 
online storefront to every major new release in every genre available in the market today, the interface allows the label to 
build a fan based storefront that it passes onto its downline retailers. By dragging and dropping preferred tracks from other 
online retailers we can build our own retail record and CD store that caters for every taste while maintaining a back end 
tracking of sales on a day to day basis. Our catalogue has already seen a total of (6) of its premium album releases 
ingested into the system and a deal has been struck to digitally release a series of (12) x DEAD Famous Artist 
compilations with the company in the next (12) months. http://www.burnlounge.com/deadfamous 
 
 
 
 

 Black Sea Record Group 
Florida based, Black Sea Record Group has entered into a (5) year output and release deal with the label to effectively 
package, release and distribute artist ready Albums, Maxi’s and Singles across the US. Black Sea handles both of Astral’s 
sub labels, Clockwork Records and Shogun Records and offers an extensive experience base at both retail level with 
such mainstays as, Tower, Best Buy, Wall Mart, HMV as well as the online space with industry leaders, I Tunes, CD 
Baby, Tower Online etc. Already to date the distributor has released the very popular, “take your pic” enhanced album and 
the “young & stupid” 3 Track Maxi single for MPM managed artist, Samantha Lombardi. The Swedish based, Shogun Day 
is also set to release a (6) track Maxi entitled, “if you dare” in the latter half of 2006 and there is also discussion underway 
to release the 2 x DVD/CD set for ex American Idol mainstay, Nikki McKibbin. For more: http://www.blacksearecords.com 
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 PIG Factory 
London and LA based PIG Factory have inked a deal with the label and publishing arm of the company that see it’s some 
500 quality song archive effectively leveraged into a worldwide platform of feature film, television, digital media and 
advertising opportunities that help create the all important cash flow for the company to operate and feed it’s global 
network. To date the company has recently placed stand alone tracks as major themes in HBO’s “cathouse” series as well 
as the, “ghost whisperer” and “one tree hill” for the WB in the US. IN addition the company has licensed over 144 
individual tracks to the Viacom giant and its MTV/Vh1 Broadcast network. For more: http://www.pigfactory.com 
 

  Rafelson Media 
Rafelson Media Corporation is a music production and placement company based in Burbank / Los Angeles and acts as 
MPM’s official online music licensing partner entity under a joint venture agreement to source, develop, negotiate and 
produce quality projects that are predominantly artist based. Most recently RM records with its continued stronghold on 
the Asian club market with three top 5 singles in the 2005 Billboard charts penned a deal with Apple I Tunes and Real 
Rhapsody to handle under exclusive license all digital and online sales with physical retail distribution being handled by 
EMI Music Digital (EMD) for the territory of the US, UK, Asia and Europe. Astral’s release roster has been added to this 
deal under a sub label deal which will see the company gain a strong foothold in the global digital market. It has recently 
been confirmed that digital purchase of music now accounts for 6% of total record sales across the world. For more:  
http://www.rafelson.com 
 

 Flashpoint Media UK 
Flashpoint Productions is a UK production and Management Company based outside of London in Wigan and specializes 
in cutting edge pop/rock productions on one end of the scale and edgy Urban RnB productions at the other end of the 
music spectrum. A UK partnership agreement was penned in August 2005 to see its CEO, Phil Haywood head up as 
general manager all Astral Music Publishing business and operations and to date the venture has seen a great deal of 
placement success with both major and independent artists as well as many advertising and commercials in both the UK 
and European markets. This association now gives the label a quality studio base to work in when leveraging its position 
in the United Kingdom. For more: http://www.flashpointuk.co.uk 
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The changing face of the music industry and the recent report of a staggering (26%) drop in commercial sales at retail 
level across the board over the past three years have created a need to redefine the music business model as we know it. 
The new music economy today has strengthened the position of the independent label because of the cost effective 
nature in which the label can operate. With lower overheads and outgoings, stronger in-house production services and the 
streamlined nature of the internet gives the Independent label the edge and helps them compete in an ever shrinking 
worldwide market place.  
 
It has been proven that while physical music sales fell 6.3% to 12.4 billion, digital downloads rose from 220M to 790M. 
Digital delivery now accounts for 6% of total record sales across the global platform, almost canceling out the 6.3% fall in 
the sales of discs. These statistics are alarming at best and show call for the majors to be justifiably afraid of the growing 
increase in market share that the digital delivery medium offers to consumers. 
 
Astral Records is one such label and can boast that in 2003 and the early part of 2004 alone the website, 
http://www.astralrecords.com received a staggering 5.5M plus page impressions on the site before closing down in April  
2004 and re-launching as a more focused and consolidated entity under the new banner of: http://www.astralrecords.co.uk 
The reasoning here was there was just too much additional content coming from the then MMI Production base and this was 
confusing to would be visitors to the site. Today in August 2006 after re-launching yet again under a separate writers and 
production and publishing arm as Astral Records and Music Publishing, the site since it’s relaunch as done some 555,000 hits 
and steadily increases its global awareness campaign each and every week. 
 
Astral Service Base 
 

�  Astral can be more cost effective because it has three independent recording facilities in Melbourne, Australia 
including Apollo Sound Studios, Jinglebreadman Studios and The Base in the centre of the city. In addition 
through its affiliations worldwide with a dedicated team of writers and producers the label has many special deals 
with established hit making studios in Europe, the US and the UK. This also gives the label access to some of the 
world’s best producers, arrangers and writers around the globe giving its artist roster a unique edge to gaining 
quality oriented commercial material for release at a fraction of the growing price. 

 
�  Astral signs artists, singer/songwriters that write their own material which guarantees lower development and 

production expenses across the board. As both an artist management entity and now a publishing entity its artist 
roster is the strongest and most commercially viable because every facet of the artist’s career is totally and 
contractually covered.� 

 
�  Astral has established access to a wide range of publishers, writers, producers and world famous catalogues to 

source and choose music from. This includes such major names as: 
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1. The Location: Stockholm / Sweden 
2. Deston Songs: Los Angeles / California 
3. Pig Factory: Miami & LA / US / London UK 
4. Rafelson Media: Los Angeles / California 
5. Storm Studios: Stockholm / Sweden 
6. Warner / Chappell Music: Stockholm / Sweden 
7. Peer Music: Germany / Sweden 
8. Sanctuary Music: London 
9. Bok Music: Los Angeles 

10. Cosmos Music: Stockholm / Sweden 
11. Chrysalis Music: Germany / Sweden / USA 
12. Flashpoint Productions: United Kingdom 
13. Music to Your Ears: Los Angeles / California 
�

�  Because the relationships with these major players around the world have been ongoing for sometime they can 
supply Astral with hit songs and productions at a very low cost and in many cases much lower that a major label 
could in the highly competitive market place today. 

 
�  Astral and MPM Artist Management has a (29) year track record in the world wide entertainment industry and its 

productions have broadcasted in some (64) countries around the world and have a combined reach to an 
audience in excess of 180 million plus people globally. 

 
�  By making an artist production deal more attractive to a producer by offering them a better percentage of points 

on the backend as well as a reasonable production fee for services rendered, Astral can get a typically US100K 
album recorded and mixed for mastering for around US30K which is a bankable saving and very attractive to 
production companies looking to maximize their dollar spend. 

 
�  Astral has ongoing promotional partnerships for any of its artist releases with the following respected online 

entities. 
 

1. CD Baby: http://www.cdbaby.com 
2. Indie 911: http://www.indie911.com 
3. Independent Artists Company: http://www.independentartistscompany.com 
4. Indie Net Tunes: http://www.indienettunes.com 
5. My Space: http://www.myspace.com 
6. Pure Volume: http://www.purevolume.com 
7. MP3.com.au: http://www.mp3.com.au 
8. Garageband: http://www.garageband.com 
9. Clear Channel - New Music Network: http://www.clearchannel/newmusicnetwork 
10. Hit Quarters: http://www.hitquarters.com 
11. mi2n Network: http://www.mi2n.com 
12. Music Dish: http://www.musicdish.com 
13. Muziktone: http://www.muzictone.com 
14. Pump Audio: http://www.pumpaudio.com 
15. Sonicbids: http://www.sonicbids.com 
16. Music Submit: http://www.musicsubmit.com 
17. Fresh Tracks Music: http://www.freshtracksmusic.com 
18. My Coke.com: http://www.mycoke.com 
19. Evolving Artists: http://www.evolvingartist.com 
20. MP3 Unsigned: http://www.mp3unsigned.com 
21. Savvy Girls: http://www.savvygirls.com 
22. ICB Talent: http://www.icbtalent.com 
23. Discovery Kids: http://www.discoverykids.com 
24. 12to20: http://www.12to20.com 
25. Teen Music: http://www.teenmusic.com 
26. Song Quarters: http://www.songquarters.com 
26. Lucki Entertainment: http://www.luckientertainment.com 
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Samantha Lombardi: 
 Status: 17yo Singer, Songwriter, Performer (Australia) 
 Album: “ Take Your Pic”  
 Genre: Pop / Rock 
 http://www.samanthalombardi.com 
  
 
Samantha Lombardi is a (17 year old artist under exclusive management to MPM Artist Management and has recently 
released her first album, “Take Your Pic” in November 2005 on her own label Bad Apple/Astral though Black Sea Records 
in the US. Produced by major players like, Thomas Ahlstrand in Stockholm / Sweden, Marcus Dernulf of Storm Studios / 
WCM Scandinavia, Darren Noble of Titanium Music in NY, Phil Haywood of Flashpoint UK and Danny Simcic of Attitude 
in Rhythm in Australia. The album features cuts from John Ingoldsby and Charlie Closer of NIN, Andreas Carlsson of The 
Location among others. The album is full of high end radio friendly commercial rock/pop tunes and comes as a fully 
enhanced CD with gallery, diary, free downloads, screen saver, 2 promo videos and full size publicity photos as well as a 
coupon for a discount on merchandise such as T Shirts, Key Chains, Buttons, Pic Earrings, Beanies and Gold 
Presentation disks. To date she has accomplished some 177,000 hits on her website since her launch in October 2005 
and her fan base on My Space is growing every day. For more: http://www.samanthalombardi.com 
 

Shogun Day:  
  Status: 5 piece Rock/Pop band from Karlstad (Sweden) 
 Genre: Rock n Roll 
 Album: “ Shogun Day Vol1”  
 http://www.shogunday.com 
 
Shogun Day is a five piece rock n roll band that defies convention. The sound is fresh, the playing exciting, the 
dynamics...more than there and the songs...are simply killer. All these cool ingredients combine to make a fresh sounding, 
high energy rock n roll band to really watch out for. Hailing from Karlstad in Sweden, the band come together from various 
musical backgrounds that create a pro unit that has all the necessary pieces to take the music scene by storm and go all 
the way. Watch out for the debut album, Shogun Day Vol1 which is currently being recorded in Stockholm and release 
plans are underway to release a (6) track Maxi single/EP under their own label Shogun Records and marketed and 
distributed through the Black Sea Record Group in late April 2006. The entire theme around this dynamic new European 
outfit with that big US sound is all oriental and everything from the artwork to the bands stage set up and image is all 
styled around the timeless vibe of the ancient Shogun warrior and the time they once obviously ruled. For more check out 
the website at: http://www.shogunday.com and http://www.myspace.com/shogunday 
 
 
 



 

Astral Records & Music Publishing 
122 Dorking Road, Box Hill Victoria 3129 Australia PO Box 27 Kerrimuir, Victoria 3129 Australia 

(t) +61 3 9849 1484 (f) +61 3 9878 6277 (m) +61 439 665 068 
(e) puskas@astralrecordsandmusic.com  (w) http://www.astralrecordsandmusic.com 

 
 

 

7 

      
Nikki McKibbin: 
Status: 29 yo Singer, Songwriter, Performer (Texas) 
Genre: Rock n Roll 
Single DVD Set: “ The Lie”  
http://www.nikkimckibbin.com 

   
Nikki McKibbin demonstrated during the first season of "American Idol," that she proved beyond a shadow of a doubt 
that she is a star. Blessed with the charisma of a silver-screen sex symbol and the voice of a solid-gold rock goddess, the 
Texas maverick did her own idols proud, putting her unique spin on hits by forebears such as Stevie Nicks, Pat Benatar 
and Melissa Etheridge. But, although the camera ready redhead proved herself a bona fide fan favorite, she did not 
become one of the talent contest©s overnight success stories. Like Kelly Clarkson, Nikki was immediately signed to a 
management and recording contract by the reality show©s producers. Unfortunately, their plans for her future did not jibe 
with her own: They wanted her to put out a country album. The native of  Grand Prairie loves that genre, but as her 
devotees will attest, she is a natural-born rocker. So, determined to do right by the audience that had voted her to an 
impressive third-place finish, she rejected the career strategy that was presented to her and instead struck out on her 
own. Now with the help of MPM Artist Management in Australia and Chenoa Music in San Francisco she is poised to bring 
all her hard work to the forefront with her first album, “Unleashed” Chenoa Records in the US. Her first single is a rework 
of the classic, Mr Big tune, “To Be with You” which was produced by Joe Cannizzaro in San Francisco. A 2 x DVD/CD set 
including a big MTV style video for the first single, “The Lie” has just been released to critical acclaim and has just been 
made available on Burnlounge.com. Check it out here: http://www.burnlounge.com/nikkirocks 
 

   Hiding Place (UK) 
  Status: Four piece hard rock band from Scotland 
  Genre: Hard Rock 
  Album: “ Secrets & Passersby”  
  Http://www.myspace.com/hidingplace 
 
This hard rocking, force to be reckoned with hail from Glasgow in Scotland and were recently dropped by Sony/BMG in 
Ireland due to classic budget constraints. The album, “Secrets & Passersby” was produced by UK mainstay Al Clay and 
boasts at least (4) quality singles all with complete high end video clips that are ready to go. Stand out cuts include, Cruel 
Kindness, What If, No Cure and Dark Eyes & Red Tears. The band have had many of their tracks featured and licensed in 
feature films and TV series across the US and recently went out on tour to support Sony mainstays, Breed 77 across the 
UK to great success. For more go to: http://www.myspace.com/hidingplace 
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   The Red Tie Affair 
 Status: Five piece band from the Chicago 
 Genre: Emo/Hardcore 
 Album: “ Photographs & Broken Glass”  
 http://www.theredtieaffair.com 

 
The Red Tie Affair is a five piece hardcore band that hails from Chicago in the US. Very much the local heroes in their 
native hunting grounds the band have developed a sound and style that brings a breath of fresh air to the somewhat 
stagnant hardcore/emo/screamo and nu-metal sound that seems to be saturated in the US right now. Fronted by the 
sultry tones of the vivacious, Brooke Blary and ably backed by the boys in the band they are set to release their first 
album, “Photographs & Broken Glass” on the new DEAD Famous label on Burnlounge. Check it out here: 
http://www.burnlounge.com/deadfamous 
 

   Muzzy Luctin 
    Status: Four piece hard rock outfit from Wisconsin 
    Genre: Hard Rock 
    Album: “ Divine Intermission”  
    http://www.muzzyluctin.com  
 
Muzzy Luctin are a hot four piece that hail from Madison in Wisconsin and are no strangers to rock n roll fame. Having 
had various members in the highly acclaimed RCA band, Last Crack the band have just completed their latest album after 
a two year labor of love, “Divine Intermission” Having recently returned from their triumphant performance slot at 
“Summerfest 2006” the boys are set to release a great hard rockin and very commercially viable album on the new 
Burnlounge interface under the DEAD Famous label. Stand out singles on this album include, Lost Again, The End of it 
All, Angel/Devil and Days I Forget. For more go to: http://www.muzzyluctin.com and 
http://www.myswpace.com/muzzyluctin 
 

      Ethol Red 
   Status: Four piece emo band from Oklahoma 
   Genre: Emo / Hardcore 
   Album: “ Amalgam”  
   http://www.etholdred.com 
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Ethol Red are a hard working and hard driving four piece outfit that hail from Oklahoma in the US. Constantly on the 
road playing live shows all over the mid west the boys found time to self produce their sophomore release, “Amalgam” 
and haven’t stopped supporting the release yet. A collection of well balanced Emo and Hardcore tunes that power drive 
you to the end and beyond. Te band are currently being courted by a number of quality labels in the US. The album has 
been set to be released on the new Burnlounge interface in September under the DEAD Famous label and then an 
extensive college tour is booked for late October through December. For more go to: http://www.etholred.com and 
http://www.myspace.com/etholred 
 

  Imaginary Bill: 
 Status: 3 piece pop/rock outfit (New York) 
 Genre: Pop/Rock 
 Album: “ Breaking the Ground Loop”  
 http://www.imaginarybill.com 
  
Imaginary Bill are a (3) piece that hail from Brooklyn NY. Breaking The Ground Loop is the second full play album for this 
talented Beatlesque trio of great writers and performers. Their discography can be found at the following link: 
www.imaginarybill.com The album is full of high end radio ready commercial cuts and boasts a unique style all of its own. 
The boys have enjoyed great success with this album, having had certain cuts like Bleed, Charles M and Crutches added 
to over 150 plus radio stations in the US and the UK combined. The standouts on this album include, Charles M, Bleed 
and Secretive. For more go to: http://www.myspace.com/imaginarybill 
 

 Tessa Drummond:  
  Status: Singer, Songwriter and Performer (New Zealand) 
  Genre: Contemporary Pop 
  Album: “ Days Like This”  
  http://www.rayrecordings.com 
 
Tessa Drummond is a (25) yo singer, songwriter and performer that hails from Wellington, New Zealand and has been 
likened to both Bjork and Tori Amos with an Annie DeFranco maturity all of her own. Her debut album, Days like This, was 
produced by Filippo Gaetani of Lebozze Studios in Tuscany, Italy and engineered by Sandro Ferrini. This album is full of 
thoughtful and personal cuts that are perfectly poised to find immediate positioning in the lucrative world of motion 
pictures, television series and commercial advertising. The album is completed, mastered and ready to be released in 
early 2006. The standouts on this definitive album for its genre are, Light, Sold. White and 1,000 Dreams. 
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   Nathalie Archangel 
  Status: Singer / Songwriter from Los Angeles CA 
  Genre: Contemporary Pop 
  Album: “ Raven”  
  http://www.astralrecords.co.uk/nathaliearchangel 
 
Nathalie Archangel is an incredible well versed and established talent that has already had two major album released in 
recent years. Her debut self titled release was through CBS Records and her follow up, “Owl” was through, MCA Records. 
Its been four years since this Tori Amos style of artist has garnered enough creative energy to compile a quality list of 
tracks to be culled down to create the pop masterpiece that is “Raven”. Stand outs on this record are undoubtedly, Exactly 
What to Do, All Down To You and Love’s Killing Joke. Set to be released on Burnlounge through the DEAD Famous label 
in October 2006 we are excited to be once again launching the eclectic talent that is Nathalie Archangel. Check it out at: 
http://www.burnlounge.com/deadfamous 
 

Skamp:  
  Status: Three piece pop group from Lithuania 
  Genre: Modern Pop 
  Album: “ Reach”  
  http://www.skamp.lt 
 
Skamp is a high energy trio that hail from Lithuania in Scandinavia and are quite frankly of pop star status in their native 
market. Having released (6) studio albums, numerous compilations and collaborations and many chart topping singles 
across Europe. The band tour constantly has been likened to a bit like Faithless meets the Chilli Peppers. The new studio 
album is Reach and has spawned the singles, Calling after Me and Na Na Na. There are plans for the band to come down 
under to tour in 2006 to their extensive fan base here in Australia. They are in the process of recording a new album in 
London shortly. 
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Astral has two additional labels under its worldwide banner and these are, Shogun Records and Clockwork Records. 
Clockwork is a label that is specifically geared to the new Emo, Nu Metal, Hardcore and Hard Rock acts that are taking 
the market by storm, just look at the independent success of labels like Victory and Equal Vision etc. While the Shogun 
label is designed to release more contemporary and organic style singer, songwriter and performer albums which too are 
taking the new music scene by storm and proving highly successful at this early transitional stage since the Indies started 
taking back a fair slab of the market share from the majors. To find out more and our policy for submissions to the labels 
see below.  

 
  

 

 

 

Clockwork Records is a label specifically geared towards signing and releasing artists that have that hard rock, nu metal, 
hardcore and emo edge that distinguishes them from the 1,000s of try-hard bands out there saturating the market today. 
The label is looking for acts that have material filling the following all important criteria. They music must be original, 
based around strong workable melodies, well structured and with strong identifiable lyrics for the youth of today to relate 
to...and a few friggin hits wouldn©t go astray here as potential first run singles. Please send submissions for review with the 
code: ASTRAL/CLOCKWORK GREENLIGHT on the front of your submission to the A&R Director and send it to us at, PO 
Box 27 Kerrimuir, Victoria 3129 Australia.  

 

Shogun Records is a label that is specifically geared towards signing and releasing artists that have that organic and 
natural appeal to their music. New artists that are more singer-songwriter-performer based, that have an original edge and 
stand out from the crowd. The label is looking for acts that have material filling the following all-important criteria. The 
music must be original, based around strong workable melodies, well structured and with strong identifiable lyrics for the 
youth of today to relate to...and a few friggin hits wouldn©t go astray here as potential first run singles. Please send 
submissions for review with the code: ASTRAL/SHOGUN GREENLIGHT on the front of your submission and send it the 
A&R Director to us at, PO Box 27 Kerrimuir, Victoria 3129 Australia.  


