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What Is Virtual Earth 3D?

Virtual Earth™ 3D is the latest feature added to Microsoft Corp.’s Live Search Maps offering. Live Search Maps combines maps and directions, immersive three-dimensional imagery and local search functionality to help people find information and share it with others. It’s available at http://maps.live.com.

Whether you’re going on a business trip, planning a weekend away, moving to a new city or taking a virtual tour of your hometown, Live Search Maps can help you find things quickly and easily and show you what a city is really like. It’s the perfect tool to help you find a restaurant for a business dinner, the nearest dry cleaner or a place to get your hair done. 

What Does Live Search Maps Have to Offer?

· Better imagery than ever 

· Live Search Maps provides an immersive search experience that lets you see a city the way you would in real life through unique imagery and its Virtual Earth 3D feature that enables you to search, browse and organize local information easily and effectively. You can zoom in and out and rotate the imagery 360 degrees. But don’t just take our word for it. The images below show the difference between Live Search Maps’ Virtual Earth 3D feature and Google Earth.
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San Francisco according to Live Search Maps 


San Francisco according to Google Earth

· Live Search Maps offers 3-D topography worldwide and 3-D imagery of buildings and is planned to be initially available in 26 cities including Boston, Houston, Las Vegas, Los Angeles, Minneapolis-St. Paul, Philadelphia, Phoenix, Sacramento, San Francisco and Seattle. 
· Bird’s-eye imagery, which lets you see a city from a 45-degree angle, is now available on Live Search Maps for most major cities in the U.S., as well as many locations in the U.K. Recently added cities include El Paso, Texas; Portland, Ore.; and San Diego.
· Driving directions and real-time traffic information

– 
Live Search Maps incorporates driving directions into its mapping experience including Virtual Earth 3D, so you can visualize exactly what your trip will look like. It also includes real-time traffic information in select major U.S. cities that lets you see the flow of traffic and accidents so you can plot the best route to your destination.

· Yellow Pages and White Pages listings

· Live Search Maps includes listings from the Yellow Pages and the White Pages, so you can quickly look up anything from old friends to hot new restaurants. 

· Custom Collections

· Live Search Maps offers the ability to create custom maps and lists of places for your own use or to share with others, making it easy to do anything from planning a road trip to sharing a list of your favorite bars or restaurants. You can even attach photos, Web links, notes and reviews to items in your Collections, or draw on the map to personalize it further and highlight certain areas, such as a running or bike trail, or the boundaries of your neighborhood. 

· You can choose to keep a Collections private, such as your itinerary for an upcoming business trip, or mark it public to share it with others. Here is a great Collection highlighting some of the best vineyards of Oregon: http://local.live.com/?v=2&cid=705c7ba5ad25dd2b!256. 
· Send listings to mobile phones
· Get your maps on the go by sending content and a link to mobile devices. Just enter your phone number, and the content will be sent via text message.*

· Share with friends 

· You can share maps and directions through Microsoft® Office Outlook®**. The person you are sharing with will see the same map view you see.   
#########

* Wireless service providers may charge fees for receiving text messages; users should consult their service plan for details; information can be sent via SMS, SMTP or WAP Push.

** Separate download of the Outlook plug-in is required.

Microsoft, Virtual Earth and Outlook are either registered trademarks or trademarks of Microsoft Corp. in the United States and/or other countries.

The names of actual companies and products mentioned herein may be the trademarks of their respective owners. 
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