Naturally Elegant sells soy wax candles that burn more cleanly 
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Dianna Cozzie and her daughter-in-law Kristin Horbach created an alternative to traditional paraffin wax candles. 

The women grew frustrated several years ago with the black soot often left with regular candles. While the loved the fragrance of candles, the soot bothered Cozzie’s allergies. 

Using her science background, Horbach created 100-percent soy candles that smell great, burn evenly and emit almost no black soot. 

Cozzie utilized her design background to create a company logo and sophisticated packaging for the candles. 

The women started Naturally Elegant about four years ago when they started testing the soy candles. 

The women now have about 25 different candle fragrances raging from hot apple pie, pumpkin pie and popular crisp linen. They have two consultants and mainly sell the candles through house parties. Candle prices start at $10. They have also created an all-natural lip balm that goes for $5. 

The women will sell their products at the St. James Craft Fair in Arlington Heights Friday and Saturday. They are also for sale on their Web site at www.naturallyelegant.net. 

The women are proud that their candles, which they make in Horbach’s Rolling Meadows home, are free of synthetic dyes and are extremely fragrant. When the candle is burning, it can be smelled throughout the house, they say. 

Prior to launching the business, Horbach worked in pharmaceutical clinical research with large companies including Abbott Laboratories and Pharmacia. She has a degree in biology from the University of Illinois. 

Her husband, Troy, works in computer security for Allstate. They are raising two daughters, Elise, 6, and Aubrey, 4. 

Cozzie, a resident of Lemont, is an award-winning designer and has worked for Nordstrom. For 10 years she also ran her own business designing corporate gifts. Her work included theme party décor for clients including the Ritz-Carlton Hotel and General Electric. 

Cozzie is constantly attempting to update the look of the packaging for the candles. 

The women also created prayer candle kits to support U.S. troops. Part of the proceeds will go to the United Service Organizations. The kit that sells for $27 includes a prayer music CD, prayer card and candle. 

“Candles and music have always been an integral part of prayer for most religions,” Cozzie said. 

For more information, call (847) 303-0865.
