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Schedule of Entertainment 

11:30 a.m.
Gates Open
11:50 a.m.
Opening Ceremony
12:00 p.m.
University of Southern Mississippi Jazz Lab Band 1 & Three Tenors—Saxophone -- a trio comprised of Jeff Coffin, Russ Nolan and Lawrence M. Panella 
1:00 p.m.
Stage Break with Street Entertainment by Darrell Havard
1:30 p.m.
Delfeayo Marsalis
2:45 p.m.
Stage Break with Street Entertainment by Darrell Havard

3:15 p.m.
New York Voices
4:30 p.m.
Stage Break

4:45 p.m.
Jackson State University Jazz Ensemble I
About our Artists

The jazz studies program at The University of Southern Mississippi has been in existence for over 30 years. Among the notable guest artists who have performed with the Jazz Lab Band I are Ira Sullivan, Bob Berg, John Fedchock, Ellis Marsalis, Hal Galper, Don Lanphere, Tom "Bones" Malone and Byron Stripling.

The program's course offerings help students develop a foundation in improvisation, theory, arranging, history and MIDI. The curriculum is undergoing revisions to expand its emphasis in improvisation and to better suit the needs of students as they pursue careers in music. Most of the courses offered are open to non-jazz majors with the instructor's permission.

Jazz at Southern Miss has had a long and illustrious history. Thanks to the dedication and hard work of faculty members and talented students, former and current, the jazz program at Southern Miss is among the best in the Southeast.
Jeff Coffin, well-traveled saxophonist, composer, and Grammy Award winning member of Bela Fleck & the Flecktones, rejects all labels and categories other than "music" and "musician." Since 1997, Coffin has traveled the world with the Flecktones, performing with musicians of all walks. Those with whom Jeff has shared the stage and/or the recording studio include such diverse artists as Baaba Maal, McCoy Tyner, The Dave Matthews Band, Umphreys McGee, Savion Glover, Branford Marsalis,  Taj Mahal, Mike Clark's Prescription Trio, Keller Williams, Mavis Staples, Garth Brooks, Van Morrison, J.D. Souther, Vinnie Colaiuta, Bob Moses, Stanton Moore, George Porter Jr., Anders Osborne, Jerry Douglas, Derek Trucks, John Scofield, Prasanna, Yonder Mountain String Band, Lynyrd Skynyrd, the Wailers and many, many others. Along the way, Coffin has absorbed an astounding range of influences.
Saxophonist and composer Russ Nolan hails from Gurnee, IL, a near Chicago suburb. Practicing his jump shot and fastball as much as a prodigy puts time into their musical instrument, it was his dream to play professional sports. It was only after high school that he was bitten by the proverbial 'jazz bug'. This new 'infection' led him to study at the widely acclaimed music department at the University of North Texas and spent his summers at the feet of Chicago Saxophone Legends Joe Daley and Rich Corpolongo. Russ has also had personal study with David Liebman, Chris Potter, and Kenny Werner. Since arriving in the Big Apple in March 2002, Russ has begun to emerge as a bandleader, performing in various New York City jazz clubs and other performance venues. As a member of IAJE and a Selmer Artist and Clinician, he has performed 25 educational clinics and 6 school concerts in the last year and his clinician schedule continues into 2007. His big band arrangements have been performed across the United States. His debut recording, 'Two Colors', has received rave reviews from Jazz Improv Magazine, All About Jazz, Cadence Magazine, Jazzreview.com, and ejazznews.com, among others. Russ' latest educational contribution was writing an improvisation workshop piece for Down Beat Magazine's June 2006 issue. Russ will record with the Kenny Werner Trio late this year.
Larry Panella serves on the faculty of The University of Southern Mississippi as an associate professor of music and director of the jazz studies program and is the founder and leader of the USM Jazz Quartet (JQ). He has performed with numerous artists and entertainers, including the Phil Collins Big Band, the Woody Herman Orchestra, Natalie Cole, Steve Allen, Nelson Riddle and Frank Sinatra, Jr. His recordings include his newly released jazz quartet compact disc Under the Influence, two albums with the Collection Jazz Orchestra, two with the Ashley Alexander Big Band, and the recent compact disc release by the Phil Collins Big Band--A Hot Night in Paris. He received his master of music from Northern Illinois University and his bachelor of music from the University of North Texas, where he toured and performed as a member of the famed 1 o'clock Jazz Lab Band. Before his appointment at Southern Miss, Mr. Panella served on the faculty of Wheaton College Conservatory and Northern Illinois University School of Music.
Darrell Havard is a resident of Hattiesburg, Mississippi, where he attended the University of Southern Mississippi. He studied jazz under professor/saxophonist Larry Panella and classical guitar artist/professor Giovanni Dechiaro.

He has taught guitar and bass privately, as well as class guitar in public schools, in the Laurel and Hattiesburg, MS area for over five years. I also worked as a freelance jazz and classical guitarist, and performed duets with his wife, flutist Kristina Havard. 

After a stint as a bassist for blues artist T-Bone Pruitt, he landed a bass gig for Afroman in 2001. They toured the southeast for a while, mostly on the college circuit as a trio. Afroman fronted the group and played guitar, Havard played bass and tapped bass on a restrung 7-string Danelectro guitar that allowed him to play keyboard as well. Premo Stallone held down the drums. Popularity of Afroman and his song "Because I Got High" grew exponentially until Universal Republic records signed on Afroman, then on independant label T-Bone's Records. With his purchase of a Chapman Stick Bass he began his career as a Stick player. The band grew to a six piece after adding DJ Mr. Mixx (of 2 Live Crew fame), and old friends of Afro, Sam and Stan Sistrunk, were back-up singers. After touring nationally and internationally in support of the platinum album "The Good Times" and hit song "Because I Got High", the band disbanded in December of 2001. 

As luck would have it, Cookout, a jazz/rock/funk quintet who was also on the T-Bone's Record label needed a new bass player the same time he got off the tour with Afroman. Starting in January 2003, he toured with Cookout throughout the Southeast. During his stint with Cookout, Brad Newton and I put together a jazz combo with trumpet/harmonica player David Morgan (also a member of T-Bone Pruitt's band) and added dynamic saxophonist Thomas "Tiger" Rogers to form The Stick Quartet. Brad, Harry Crumpler, and I also joined up with local MC, Longwood Gamballa to form The Jackers, an experimental hip-hop outfit. The Jackers have since become The Griffenz. The Stick Quartet still performs in between Afroman tours. 


In the Fall of 2003, Cookout disbanded and Afroman and Tha 2 Zigg Zaggs reformed, and have been touring nationally ever since. Upon regrouping with Afroman, Havard switched from the SB8 Stick Bass to the 12 Sting Grand Stick. Afroman along with Tha Two Zigg Zaggs toured nationally extensively through the Summer of 2005.
Delfeayo Marsalis was born in New Orleans, Louisiana on July 28, 1965. He began studying trombone at age 13, and attended the New Orleans Center for Creative Arts high school. He was classically trained at the Eastern Music Festival and Tanglewood Institute. In 1983, Mr. Marsalis performed Gordon Jacob’s Trombone Concerto with the New Orleans Philharmonic and received the Outstanding Performance Award from the Jefferson Performing Arts Society for his presentation of Marcello’s Sonata #6.

After producing his first recording at age 17, Mr. Marsalis attended the prestigious Berklee College of Music, majoring in both performance and audio production. He has since produced over 75 major-label recordings—several of which have received Grammy awards and nominations—including works by: Harry Connick, jr., Marcus Roberts, Spike Lee, Ellis, Branford and Wynton Marsalis. His production skills earned a 3M Visionary Award in 1996 and a cover article for the industry source, Mix magazine in 1997.

As a trombonist, Mr. Marsalis has toured internationally with legendary jazz artists Art Blakey, Abdullah Ibrahim, Elvin Jones, Slide Hampton and Max Roach, as well as touring with his own modern jazz ensemble. During a tour with the Lincoln Center Jazz Orchestra, he was filmed as part of the Ken Burns documentary, “Jazz.” He has released two solo albums to critical acclaim, Pontius Pilate’s Decision in 1992 and Musashi in 1997 and is a mainstay on the New Orleans modern jazz scene. Along with late trombone master J.J. Johnson, several music reviewers have labeled Mr. Marsalis as one of the freshest modern voices on the instrument to arrive in the 90's. His scores of music have set the backdrop for the ABC mini-series, Moon over Miami, the documentaries Streetcar Mysteries, 112th & Central, an off-Broadway production Girl Gone, and the New Orleans Ballet presentations of Tennessee Williams’ Streetcar Named Desire and Glass Menagerie.

Mr. Marsalis has been involved with educating youth in various developmental programs for several years. In 1993, his original D-Blues was commissioned by “Meet the Composer” for the Filmore Arts Center in Washington DC and in 1995 Mr. Marsalis lectured in public and parochial schools on behalf of both the Dallas Opera and the Bravo cable network. To further introduce young people to jazz music, he has served as director of the Foundation for Artistic and Musical Excellence summer program in Lawrenceville, NJ since 1998. After composing the musical, Luther, for Summerstages Theatre in 1997, Mr. Marsalis founded the Uptown Music Theatre, created specifically to provide 8-12th grade youth with musical theatre training. In three summers, UMT has prepared over eighty-five students—ages 8-18—and staged five original musicals, Kidstown, The Pirate’s Conspirate, Jaz and Jazmine Meet the Jazz Band, A New Tale of the Old West and Carol, Carol, Caroling, the central theme in all being, “community unity.” Under the direction of Mr. Marsalis, UMT children perform throughout the community year-round, including the seasonal, “Carol, Carol, Caroling…” which is presented at local nursing homes, shelters, and Children’s Hospital.

New York Voices is the Grammy Award winning vocal ensemble renowned for their excellence in jazz and the art of group singing. Like the great groups that have come before, such as Lambert, Hendricks and Ross, Singers Unlimited, Manhattan Transfer and Take 6, they have learned from the best and taken the art form to new levels. Their interests are rooted in jazz, but often Brazilian, R and B, classical, and pop influences are included with equal creativity and authenticity.

The group was formed in 1987 by Darmon Meader, Peter Eldridge, Kim Nazarian, Caprice Fox and Sara Krieger. By way of explanation, Darmon, Peter, Kim and Caprice attended Ithaca College in NY and were part of an invitational alumni group formed to tour the European Jazz Festivals in the summer of '86. As a result of this exciting experience, the idea of forming a professional group was born. In 1989 they would sign their first record deal with GRP Records and release their self titled debut album, New York Voices. The group received rave notices and quickly received domestic and international recognition in the Jazz World. From '89 to '94, they released four total CDs on the GRP Label, Hearts of Fire, What's Inside, and The Collection.
Besides their own CDs, NYV has made many guest appearances on recordings and live performances that have earned them critical acclaim and demand in a variety of musical settings. You can find their performances on such CDs as the Grammy Award winning, Count Basie Orchestra with New York Voices, Live at Manchester Craftsmen's Guild (MCG Records), the Latin Grammy Award winning, Brazilian Dreams with the great Paqito D'Rivera, the contemporary classical, The Ancient Tower (Robert Lepley - EarthBeat Records), Heirs to Jobim (BMG Records), Don Sebesky's, I Remember Bill (BMG), Jim Hall's, By Arrangement (Telarc), A Love Affair - the Music of Ivan Lins (TELARC), Irving Berlin's, Louisiana Purchase (DRG), and many more. They have had the pleasure of performing with a number of influential jazz artists including Ray Brown, Bobby McFerrin, Nancy Wilson, George Benson, Jon Hendricks, Annie Ross, the Boston Pops, Diana Krall, Paquito D'Rivera, and many more.
In early 1997 they traveled down a different road, paying tribute to a contemporary composer which produced, New York Voices Sing the Songs of Paul Simon. They explored and used a variety of styles to express new turns on this singer/songwriter's rich songbook. In late 2000, New York Voices completed their sixth CD entitled Sing, Sing, Sing. After many years of performancing with the Count Basie Orchestra, the group wanted to address the great Big Band song book and offer their own take on it.
The Jackson State University Jazz Ensemble I is one of two jazz ensembles classes functioning within the Department of Music. The ensemble is made up of both music and non-majors. While many students are from Mississippi, others hail from throughout the United States. This diverse mix of individuals provides the perfect blend for exciting contemporary big band sounds. The band’s repertoire consists of jazz music from early big band to jazz fusion.

Many internationally known jazz personalities have been featured in concert with the Jackson State University Jazz Ensemble I. Among the most noteworthy have been the Count Basie Orchestra, Clark Terry, Dizzy Gillespie, Jimmy Heath, Robin Eubanks, James Williams, Billy Pierce, Slide Hampton, Donald Byrd, Billy Taylor, David “Fathead” Newman, Jimmy Owens and Bunky Green. The ensemble also has been featured in concert at professional music conferences, jazz festivals, high schools, colleges/universities and club dates throughout the United States.

The Jackson State University Jazz Ensemble I has received many honors and awards. Some of them include the FESTIVAL OUTSTANDING JAZZ ENSEMBLE AWARD and the FESTIVAL OUTSTANDING JAZZ COMBO AWARD at the Memphis State University Collegiate Jazz Festival and the FESTIVAL OUTSTANDING JAZZ ENSEMBLE AWARD at the University of North Carolina/Charlotte Collegiate Jazz Festival. The ensemble has also performed at  the  International Association of Jazz Educators Conference,  New Orleans Heritage and Jazz Festival, Music Educators National Conference, National Black Music Caucus Conference, Mississippi Music Association and the Mississippi Bandmasters Association.

