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The Lowdown on Illegal Downloads:  P2P Fallacies and Facts
Fallacy #1
Peer-To-Peer (P2P)is a viable distribution channel for the recording industry, and the entertainment industry in general.
Fact
P2P networks are designed to share files from all the participants (peers) in the P2P network. P2P networks do not control the content or the participants on their network.

The architecture of all P2P protocols (excluding Bit Torrent) is based on making all the shared files on your computer available to all other peers  participating in the network, regardless of copyright and content.
In other words, there is no control imposed on who can enter or exit the P2P network and what digital files are allowed or disallowed. Once you join the P2P network the shared digital files in your system become freely available for all with no restrictions and can be shared with millions of other computers on the P2P network. 
As such P2P networks:

· Cannot guarantee if their content is copyrighted.
· Cannot guarantee the quality of the content.
· Cannot guarantee the completeness of the content (½ a track of a song). 
· And lastly, P2P networks cannot guarantee the delivery of the content since it does not control who enters or exits the network. 
Bottom Line:  The P2P technology structure is not an E-commerce garneted service, with the exeption of Bit Torrent.  
Fallacy #2  
Without P2P, Internet users cannot access or download digital files, information and material.
Fact
All commercial, legal, business and information sites on the Internet do not use P2P to download digital files. They use a Client/Server method to download and maintain control over their digital files. 
Simply explained, the Client/Server method consists of one Server containing all the digital files allowed to be downloaded, and many Clients from around the globe connecting to the server to download desired files. In this manner, the owner of the files has full control over the quality and quantity of the files offered on the server, in addition to who may access the files and required security levels to maintain the integrity of the files. The Client /server method is employed in all business Internet distribution channels. All business and e-commerce organizations exclusively use the client/server method because of P2P’s lack of integrity and predictability in delivering content on the Internet. 
Fallacy # 3
iTunes and competitive music services use P2P network to deliver music and video.

Fact
iTunes and competitive music services use the Client/Server method to deliver all of their digital files to their subscribers.
Fallacy #4
Bit Torrent is just another P2P protocol and does not differ from other P2P protocols.

Fact
Bit Torrent was the original file transfer protocol designed specifically to share scientific and academic research data. Bit Torrent was designed as an open source program which can be adapted by many users. Bit Torrent architecture involves creating a very small file called “Torrent,” which contains the name of the digital files to be transferred and the location of those files on the Internet. Once the user downloads the Torrent file, then they may use that small file to access the digital files registered in the Torrent. The user computer uses the location in the Torrent file and the name of the digital file to download only those files.
Unlike other P2P protocols, Bit Torrent only shares the files listed in the Torrent file and no other files on the user’s computer. Bit Torrent imposes control over the files being downloaded.

Fallacy #5
Eliminating P2P networks infringes “Academic Freedom” and the capacity to share scientific and open source files on the Internet.
Fact
Academic freedom becomes “piracy” when it infringes others’ rights and their intellectual properties. 
Academic freedom in sharing digital files can be and should be exercised using Bit Torrent, which was originally designed for such a purpose. Alternatively academic freedom in sharing digital files can be exercised using client/server digital delivery.
Fallacy # 6
P2P does not promote piracy; its users do.

Fact

P2P users surrender control over their files whether they want to or not (excluding Bit Torrent).  P2P networks are file SHARING networks.  By definition, P2P programs open the Shared File Folder to all peers on the network.  In practice, the Shared File Folder among hundreds and thousands of peers simultaneously sending and receiving constitutes one large database.  P2P users foster piracy whether they want to or not.  And, while Bit Torrent is also a P2P protocol, it does not allow access to any other Shared File Folder. Only the files registered in the Torrent are downloadable.
