Perspectives on the Massachusetts Life Sciences Super Cluster

Selected quotes from interviews with Massachusetts life sciences industry leaders 

As featured in “Super Cluster: Ideas, Perspectives and Updates from the Massachusetts Life Sciences Industry”, A report by Massachusetts Technology Collaborative, New England Healthcare Institute and PricewaterhouseCoopers Health Industries Group

“The ground is shifting under the global life sciences industry. The companies – and their home regions – that recognize and address the legislative, financial and relation challenges will be the ones left standing – and prospering –when the ground settles again.” 

Josh Boger, PhD, President and CEO, Vertex Pharmaceuticals 

 “In the past decade, growth of Massachusetts’ medical device exports internationally has been explosive. Massachusetts exports nearly 40%, or approximately $2.4 billion, of its medical device products internationally, based on 2005 figures, representing the state’s top internationally exported commodity.” 

Tom Sommer, President, Massachusetts Medical Device Industry Council

“The biomedical industry is at an inflection point and needs a revolutionary and not an evolutionary rethinking.” 

Frank Douglas, MD, PhD, Executive Director, MIT Center for Biomedical Innovation

“The tradition of venture capital is as old as New England. Biotechnology, like whaling, is not a game for the faint of heart.”  

Jonathan Fleming, Managing Director, Oxford Biosciences

“The Worcester area is an emerging economic development engine within the life sciences industry in Massachusetts. Revitalization of Central Massachusetts rebuilds the “golden triangle of commerce” that has historically facilitated the movement of people and goods between Worcester, Boston and Providence, RI.”

Kevin O’Sullivan, President & CEO, Massachusetts Biomedical Initiatives

“Bio-pharmaceutical employment in the state grew by 44% from 1998 to 2004. Major new firms are moving into the state, in both R&D and manufacturing, and existing firms are growing.” 

Michael D. Webb, CEO, Ascent Therapeutics 

Josh Boger, PhD, President and CEO, Vertex Pharmaceuticals “With global leadership comes global competition. Cities and countries around the world, as well as cities and states across the nation, have forged close partnerships with government leaders, industry and research institutions in order to capture growth in the life science industries. Massachusetts must respond in order to keep its edge. ” 
Steve Rusckowski, CEO, Philips Medical Systems 

“Housing is the single most onerous burden to the state’s economic growth and retention of talent, including growth in the life sciences industries.”
Daniel O’Connell, JD Massachusetts Secretary of Housing and Economic Development 
“Once you establish a community of scientists, it becomes by definition a place where other scientists want to come because there are opportunities for jobs and fluidity – people being able to stay in one area without moving even if they change jobs.” 
Mark C. Fishman, MD, President, Novartis Institute for Biomedical Research 

“That a former military base shut down in 1996 could attract a company like Bristol-Myers Squibb a decade later testifies to the fact that Massachusetts occupies a special place in the life sciences pantheon.” 

Robert L. Culver, President and CEO, MassDevelopment

 “Staying on the frontlines of research takes a willingness to restructure and organize programs in innovative ways that lead to higher levels of success.” 
Peter Slavin, MD, President, Massachusetts General Hospital

“Collaboration between academia and industry is a critical element of the growth of the life sciences. These partnerships allow fundamental research at major research universities to have a more immediate impact on therapeutic approaches. It is through such collaboration that research will continue to flourish in this region.”
Steven Hyman, MD, Provost, Harvard University 
“In any one year, we get 3,000 to 5,000 applications from people who want to come to the lab. Our lab has close to 100 people.” 
Robert S. Langer, ScD, MIT

 “Researchers from around the world come to Joslin to perform interdisciplinary research in diabetes and metabolic diseases. As with other Boston-area institutions, the research done here draws worldwide talent, whose work in turn has a worldwide impact. Massachusetts is leading in the fight against diabetes.” 

Ranch C. Kimball, President & CEO, Joslin Diabetes Center, Inc

“Massachusetts is truly a leader in the global race to attract and retain biotech business and investment. As other sates and countries recognize the importance of the biomedical research and its ability to drive economic growth, Massachusetts must foster a business environment that allows innovation to thrive.” 
Marily Rhudy, Senior Vice President, Public Affairs, Wyeth Pharmaceuticals 

