AN INTERVIEW WITH CUNNINGHAM 

ABOUT THEIR NEW GALLERY SPACE

When Patricia Cunningham, president of Cunningham Realty Ltd., approached Dennis Noskin Architects of Valhalla to design her new office suite she had much more in mind than functionality. She wanted a space which would also function as a venue for artists. Since the recent completion of the new office suite at 50 Broadway, Hawthorne NY, clients and other visitors have marveled at the gallery ambiance created by the presence of so much artwork. In June and July 2007 the space is featuring a one-man exhibition of the artwork of David Tobey, a Westchester painter, sculptor and musician who is the son of the noted illustrator and historical muralist Alton S. Tobey (1914-2005).

''Our office is a reflection of our values," notes Cunningham. "We are in the business of helping people find the living space which reflects their values. So it is incongruous to build a space which doesn't reflect ours. Art enhances our lives and I believe that art in the environment can help bring out the best in people. I wanted my professional team to have an attractive, stimulating work environment in which to work. It also makes the space inviting and attractive for our clients and other visitors." 

"We could have chosen to open a storefront office like many other independent agencies," says Cunningham. "But we wanted very much to develop a different image for our agency and for the industry overall. We are very pleased that our suite meets all our business needs and also allows us to promote regional artists."

"When you visit Florence, Italy, and you see how art was supported and displayed by the local families, guilds and businesses you can begin to appreciate the impact that art can have on the everyday life of a business or city" adds Art Jay, Marketing Director. "We wanted to capture some of that same spirit here in our space. David Tobey's work soars in the space and has already  generated a great deal of comment and interest, even before the official opening."
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