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NUNEZ FAMILY










Applicant:

Sandra Nunez
Co-Applicant:

Lizbhet Nunez

Family Members:
Gabino, Father




Antonio, Brother, 16
Lizbhet and Sandra Nunez are two young sisters who have taken on the responsibility of holding their family together.  The family suffered a tragic car accident that caused the death of their mother and left their brother, Antonio, physically and mentally disabled.  
The family lives in a converted garage where Antonio is only allowed to visit on weekends as the Social Services department has determined their living space to be unsuitable for his special needs.  Antonio’s absence causes the family a great deal of anguish because keeping the family together is very important to them. The Nunez sisters wrote in their Habitat for Humanity application, “HFH would improve our quality of life by giving us a safer home for us to live in and the happiness of being able to have our brother living with us.”

The family of four is shoehorned in a tiny converted garage. There is no insulation in the structure; the plumbing is completely exposed; and there is no storage space. The family resorts to stacking plastic storage containers from floor to ceiling. There is only one electrical outlet for the entire living area.  The thin, worn carpet sits on concrete with no padding.  

The kitchen stove has a major gas leak which means that the valve must remain shut off when the stove is not in use.  Lizbhet visited the doctor frequently this year because of her persistent cough and cold caused by consistent exposure to gas fumes.  Often, family members do not notice the fumes because they can no longer distinguish the ever-present odor, only outsiders can. 
A neighbor on behalf of the Nunez family:
“At a young age, Sandra became the mother figure in the house and has now become the main contributor to the family’s income.  The Nunez sisters are hard workers and committed to their family. Even through the tragedy of it all, Sandra has remained true, committed, and responsible.  I admire her courage and determination.  If anyone should be qualified for Habitat for Humanity it should be the Nunez Family.”

