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“I’m always astonished when

I come across a film 

this honest and disarming.”

-Bennett Miller,

director of Academy Award Winning, Capote
flagpop PRODUCTIONS

Presents the TELEVISION PREMIERE of:
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on  HBO Family, June, 17 2007

Directed  & Produced by Lowell Frank & Destin Daniel Cretton

For information or to watch the trailer, please visit:

flagpop.com/drakmar

Destin Daniel Cretton

619.607.9311

destindaniel@flagpop.com
RUNNING TIME: 73 minutes
drakmar

EVENT


San Diego State University film students Destin Daniel Cretton and Lowell Frank have sold their documentary, “Drakmar: A Vassal’s Journey” to HBO.  The film, shot in San Diego for only $200, tells the story of 14-year-old local Colin Taylor and his struggles of adolescence and an absent father.  The nationwide broadcast on HBO Family in June of 2007 will be the film’s world television premiere.   

BROADCAST SCHEDULE (Taken from www.hbofamily.com)

Drakmar: A Vassal’s Journal, TVG, 73 minutes, Family 

6/17 5:45 PM  
HBO FAMILY - EAST   (Father’s Day Premiere)


6/17 8:45 PM 
HBO FAMILY – WEST  (Father’s Day Premiere)


6/22 1:15 PM 
HBO FAMILY - EAST 


6/22 4:15 PM 
HBO FAMILY - WEST 

6/22 8:45 PM 
HBO FAMILY - EAST 

6/22 11:45 PM 
HBO FAMILY - WEST 


6/27 4:25 PM 
HBO FAMILY - EAST 


6/27 7:25 PM 
HBO FAMILY - WEST 


6/30 11:30 PM 
HBO FAMILY - EAST 


7/1   2:30 AM          HBO FAMILY - WEST 
Please go to www.flagpop.com/drakmar to watch the movie trailer.
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QUOTES

“Drakmar is a film of humor and humanity.  Its instantly appealing hero is knighted by the camera….With a $200 movie, you can show and even change a life.  The proof is this film.”









-DAVID ELLIOTT, movie critic









 San Diego Union-Tribune

“The ‘Napoleon Dynamite’ of the documentary world!”







-KEHAU CERIZO, arts/entertainment reporter







The Daily News, San Diego, CA.

“[Drakmar] reveals a confident style that gives the people being interviewed the time and space to let us see who they are. The filmmakers have a nice way of holding on shots just past the point most editors would have cut away. But in those wonderful extra moments both the viewer and the subject have the time to contemplate what’s just been said.”









-BETH ACCOMANDO, movie critic









  KPBS, San Diego, CA.
"Delving into what for many viewers might be the "geek territory" of a

medieval reenactment society, first time documentary filmmakers

Cretton and Frank have avoided the temptations of cheap, pandering

audience-payoffs in favor of a truly honest, sensitive, and entertaining exploration of human nature.  These young filmmakers show

a remarkably mature respect for their subjects, and the payoff is ten

times more dimensional and gratifying than the sure-bet potshots we might remember from Errol Morris' first documentary, Gates of Heaven, which bears comparison in its subject matter."







-GREG DURBIN







 Award-Winning Filmmaker







 Graduate Studies Chair







 School of Film, Television & New Media 

 San Diego State University

“The closest thing I have ever seen to a genuine relationship caught on tape.”

- ANDREW COX, movie critic

  Point Weekly, San Diego, CA.
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ABOUT THE FILM

TAGLINE:  A documentary about knights, dragons, and the real-life struggles of a 14-year old American boy.

THUMBNAIL: A coming of age saga about a 14-year old boy whose life alternates between the medieval fantasy kingdom of Adria and the real world trials of a challenging adolescence.

SYNOPSIS


Colin Taylor is a 14-year-old boy in the midst of his first year at Hoover High School.  He’s had trouble coping with his new school, often being the target for put-downs and jokes by his classmates.  He lives with his grandparents, mother and brother (17) in a three-bedroom suburban home in San Diego, CA.  He is a boy who makes an interesting first-impression. Few other people can identify that the dragon figurine on your grandma’s bookshelf is clearly a greater demon dragon by its coloration and stature.
Colin is an active member of the Kingdom of Terre Nueve, the San Diego province of the Adrian Empire, a nation-wide Medieval reenactment group.  In game, he goes by the name of Drakmar, and is the page to a knight called Sir Cledwyn.  Cledwyn, known also as jewelry shop owner Scott Mallory, has taken Colin under his wing in an attempt to usher him through adolescence to manhood.
From the start of the film, Colin has four weeks to prepare himself for the upcoming War, when about 100 men, women, and children will descend on Portrero County Park for a weekend of fighting and partying, medieval style. Colin hopes to prove himself worthy of becoming his lord’s man at arms through his skills in battle and leatherworking.  At the weekend-long event, Colin has his first opportunity to gain his desired status.  


Out of game, the story follows a different, but oddly similar line.  Aided by the filmmakers, Colin’s brother makes contact with their father, whom they haven’t seen in 10 years.  Colin, who was once filled with hatred toward the father he never knew, speaks to him on the phone for the first time, shattering the ugly image he had created over the years.  Two days later, the boys’ father drives out from Yuma, Arizona to see them and the family is re-united on camera after a ten-year silence.   


This film is about more than just entertainment, or one film crew’s take on the meaning of life; it’s an honest look at a boy’s unwitting search for an identity worth having.  It is a comedy so far as life is a comedy. Sometimes it is laugh-out-loud funny, and other times it is funny in a cry-yourself-to-sleep sort of way.

While Colin spends his time constantly searching for a break from reality, the audience is left to watch and hope. What they are left with might possibly be described as truth…the truth about one young boy’s journey through a monumental period of life.  

PRODUCTION NOTES

Over a period of 6 months in 2004-2005, filmmakers Destin Cretton and Lowell Frank documented the lives of Colin Taylor and his family.  The film, shot in San Diego, California, was their first feature-length endeavor.  The two met Colin while shooting a short documentary on another subject.  While watching footage of the day, they noticed that Colin leaped off the screen whenever he was in frame.  So, they immediately changed the focus of their story and made an eight-minute short documentary called “Cledwyn and Drakmar,” which portrayed the father-son relationship between Colin and his knight.  The short film won them an “excellence in documentary filmmaking” award from San Diego State University and was chosen to play on the nationwide PBS television series, “The Short List.”  Seeing the response to the short film, the two knew that there was a much bigger story at their fingertips.  A few months later, they picked up their cameras again and started shooting, this time moving in much closer to Colin and his family.

They began shooting the film with no plan.  But all along their six months with Colin and his family, they were discovering new things every day.  What began as a light, comedic story about a 14-year-old Adrian vassal, evolved into a multi-layered portrait of a 14-year-old American boy.

“In editing Drakmar, we tried to stay true to the voyage that we took as filmmakers; a voyage of discovery and involvement, as we watched the stereotypes we had placed on our subjects wither and die, only to be replaced by a much more interesting and multi-dimensional reality. We began shooting a film about extraordinary people who love knights and dragons and role-play, and ended making a film about real people, with real struggles just like every human being on this planet.  It was a great journey for us, and we hope it can be for those who watch the movie as well.”  -- Destin Cretton and Lowell Frank

filmmakers’ biography

Lowell Frank & Destin Daniel Cretton

Lowell Frank was raised in Phoenix, Arizona, spending his younger years scouring the rural deserts for discarded treasure.  Destin Daniel Cretton grew up in Maui, Hawaii, exploring the open ocean and pineapple fields surrounding his home.  The two met during their last semester of undergraduate study at Point Loma Nazarene University in 2001.   After working on a student film together, they decided to solidify their partnership after graduating by making a short film entitled “Longbranch: A Suburban Parable”. 

Longbranch went on to gain extraordinary success for a first-time film, being officially selected by over 20 festivals across the country (San Diego Film Fest, Tribeca, Austin, Los Angeles International, Hawaii International, among others) and bringing in multiple awards: Best in Category (Damah Film Fest), Best Film (Peach City Short Film Fest),  Quarter Finalist (Chrysler Million Dollar Film Fest), Finalist (Triggerstreet Online Festival).

Since Longbranch, the team has collaborated on 7 other films:  Two short documentaries (Cledwyn & Drakmar, Bach to Rock), four short narrative films (Guinea Pig, Bartholomew’s Song, Grocery Store, Deacon’s Mondays), and one feature documentary (Drakmar: a vassal’s journey).  ‘Drakmar’ won for best directing in a documentary at the 2006 Trenton Film Festival.  ‘Guinea Pig’ won Best of the Fest at BestFest America 2005.  Both of their short documentaries were featured on the nationwide PBS TV series, The Short List.  ‘Bartholomew’s Song’ won “Best Narrative” and “Audience Choice” awards at the CSU student film festival, “Best Narrative” at the Humboldt Int’l Short Film Festival, was also featured on The Short List, and was a finalist in the 2006 Student Academy Awards.

Frank and Cretton have one year left in the graduate film program at San Diego State University and are in the process of writing a feature-length screenplay.
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THE FILMMAKERS
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Lowell Frank & Destin Daniel Cretton
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Whitney Ball
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THE SUBJECTS

Colin Taylor

Corwin Taylor

Kathy Taylor

David Taylor

Scott Mallory
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