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VALENCIA VAS

CLASSICALLY TRAINED SOPRANO BREAKS FREE 
FROM HER STRICT OPERATIC BACKGROUND 
ON HER HEARTFELT AND INSPIRATIONAL 
CROSSOVER CLASSICAL DEBUT ‘REFLECTIONS’
 
* * * 
FITNESS & FOOD NETWORK FANATIC MAINTAINS
AN ARTISTICALLY HEALTHY LIFESTYLE AND COMPARES 
MUSIC TO THE RICH TEXTURES AND BEAUTIFUL

PRESENTATIONS OF FOOD AND WINE
* * *
Recording With The Budapest Radio Symphony, 
The Singer With A Three And A Half Octave Range 
Explores Vast Emotional Territory in English, Spanish 
And Italian, Drawing >From Famous Arias And American 
Folk Songs In Addition To Composing Original Pieces

Dedicated To The Families Of The Troops And 9/11 Victims

 * * *
Reflections’ First Single “When The Sun Comes Up” Is Currently

Being Promoted To Secondary AC Radio Outlets, While

The Collection As A Whole Hits Light Classical and New Age Stations 

On her remarkably beautiful and heartfelt debut Reflections, classically trained soprano Valencia Vas turns the tables on her rich operatic background to create a crossover classical masterwork that pays homage to her roots while allowing the artist to break free from its restrictions to make her own rules.

After studying opera at Westminster Choir College and receiving a Master’s in music from USC, the versatile singer embarked on a successful classical career but felt continually frustrated with its limitations. This led her to create a diverse collection that mines the same glorious inspirational territory as superstar acts Il Divo, Josh Groban, Andrea Bocelli, Charlotte Church and Sarah Brightman. Throughout the process, Vas found herself steeped in tradition while also enjoying the freedom of making spirited and accessible pop music.

“I remember driving home one night after a great performance singing baroque music, and singing along to Top 40 songs on the radio,” she says. “I wasn’t completely fulfilled doing just one thing. But since I started working on Reflections, I’m more excited about making music than ever. I felt like I had to excavate a lot of stylistic territory to find the pearls, and with these songs, I feel like I have an entire necklace!” 

Two major radio campaigns for Reflections are currently underway. The album’s first single, the hopeful pop tune “When The Sun Comes Up,” is being promoted to secondary AC outlets throughout the country, while the collection as a whole is hitting light classical and new age stations whose playlists are open to the fascinating hybrid of styles Vas creates. 

Produced by her label Providence Records along with Vas’ writing partner Ludek Drizhal, Reflections was recorded with the Budapest Radio Symphony. Singing in English, Italian and Spanish (and sometimes “Spanglish”), Vas and her powerful three and a half-octave range explore  vast emotional territory, drawing from famous arias by Handel (“Piangero”) and Henry Purcell (“Lament”) as easily as she adapts pieces from Southern folk hymns (the worshipful “Wondrous Love”) and Southeastern American folk songs (“Lullaby,” based on “All The Pretty Horses”). The introduction to “The Christmas Song” is adapted from the classic American tune “Shenandoah.”

Among the seven original songs Vas composed with Drizhal is one that taps into some of the raw emotions inherent in the contemporary American experience: the graceful opening track “Home,” dedicated to the families of U.S. troops overseas who are missing their husbands and fathers. In a similar vein, Vas also composed “Remembrance,” a poignant tribute to the victims of 9/11 that explores the weight and magnitude of the tragic event. She wrote it on the fifth anniversary of the life changing tragic day after seeing a program about it on television. Vas and Drizhal also explore more hopeful themes on songs like “Il Voto,” whose Cinema Paradiso vibe inspired the Italian lyrics about “The Vow” and lifelong commitment) and “Forever,” while “Me Dices” blends English and Spanish in depicting the heartbreak of betrayal. Vas also sings beautiful Spanish on the exotic and seductive “Tango.”

“Reflections is truly a culmination of all the years I’ve been singing, which encompasses everything from musical theatre to pop, random cabaret and classical music,” she says. “I love the fact that it’s a huge departure from classical yet quotes from some of my favorite arias. When I started the project, my goal was to make sure I covered many stylistic bases, and it evolved even further once we began writing. Lyrically, the concept of the album was to capture different snapshots of my life, from joyful things like getting married to holding my children for the first time to more difficult and painful moments along the way. 

“Musically, the original title was Reflections in Color,” she adds, “which was about trying to break away from the normal approach to classical music, where the singing is all in one place. What I really wanted to do was break the mold entirely and show the many colors in my voice. You can hear colors in terms of different experiences and the multi-dimensional thinking that went into these songs. I like the sense of variation. As an artist, my goal is to connect to the listener and that can only happen from being connected to both myself and the music. There’s a unique magic that happens when everything comes together.”

Even beyond the songs she creates, Vas’ life story will be a source of great inspiration for people everywhere who dream of soaring beyond troubling and traumatic circumstances. Growing up in a poor family in Northeast Pennsylvania with an abusive, alcoholic father who often scrounged to put food on the table, she quickly learned to deal with the minimum in life. When her father disappeared, like his father before him, Vas’ mother struggled to maintain the household, keep a job, and raise three children. The singer was forced to become independent at an early age. 

Born with a naturally pure voice and a keen interest in acting, Vas pursued the arts as an escape to the struggles of her childhood. She visited New York City often and took advantage of local opportunities to act and sing. By the time she graduated from high school, she had already developed a healthy performance résumé. This early experience, an excellent academic record, and a natural talent with vast potential earned her admission into New York University’s Stella Adler Conservatory of Acting. It wasn't long before she realized that her voice was her main passion, and she left acting school to attend a university of music. Vas combined her talent in music with her passion for acting by studying to become an opera singer at Westminster Choir College. 

Two years later, she received a full scholarship to USC’s voice program seeking her Masters in Music. While there, she also taught voice as an adjunct professor and founded the Black Box Opera, an organization designed to introduce opera and classical music to inner-city children and people in nursing homes; the organization exists today as A Little Night Music and does performances in conjunction with the Da Camera Society of Mount St. Mary’s College. 

Vas, married and a mother of two children, ages two and four, is an adjunct professor of voice at Pepperdine University in Malibu, California. She’s also a gym and Food Network fanatic who does yoga and ballet regularly, and sees all of these activities as an integral part of maintaining and artistically healthy lifestyle. “A lot of singers are drawn to wine and food because of the rich textures and beautiful presentation,” she says. “It’s the same with fitness and dance. Classical singers tend towards being whole performers and are attracted to many physical and visual art forms. Everything I do in my life, from these outside passions to the music I’ve made on this album, reflects my ongoing commitment to artistic growth and creative expression.”   
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For more information on Valencia Vas, contact:
Steve Levesque or James Levesque at Luck Media & Marketing, Inc. at (310) 860-9170
info@luckmedia.com, www.luckmedia.com, or www.valenciavas.com
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